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Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik performing Bhumi pujan of Ekamra Project. 
OT Secretary Shri V.K. Pandian is present during the occasion. 
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Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik virtually laying the foundation stones of 
WODC Projects and launching the ‘Mukhyamantri Sabha Ghar’. 
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National Song 


Vande Mataram ! 

Sujalam, suphalam, malayaja shitalam, 
Shasyashyamalam, Mataram ! 
Shubhrajyotsna pulakitayaminim, 
Phullakusumita drumadala shobhinim, 
Suhasinim sumadhura bhashinim, 


Sukhadam varadam, Mataram ! 


The song, Vande Mataram, composed in Sanskrit by 
Bankim Chandra Chatterjee, was a source of inspiration to 
the people in their struggle for freedom. It has an equal status 
with Jana-gana-mana. The first political occasion when it was 
sung was the 1896 session of the Indian National Congress. 
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National Anthem 


Jana-gana-mana-adhinayaka, jaya he, 
Bharata-bhagya-vidhata. 
Punjab-Sindhu-Gujarat-Maratha, 
Dravida-Utkala-Banga, 
Vindhya-Himachala-Yamuna-Ganga Uchchala-Jaladhi-taranga. 
Tava shubha name jage, Tava shubha ashisha mage, 
Gahe tava jaya gatha, 
Jana-gana-mangala-dayaka jaya he Bharata-bhagya-vidhata. 


Jaya he, jaya he, jaya he, Jaya jaya jaya, jaya he! 


The playing time of the full version of the National Anthem is 
approximately 52 seconds. A short version consisting of first and last lines 
of the stanza (playing time approximately 20 seconds) is also played on 
certain occasions. 


The song, Jana-gana-mana, composed originally in Bengali by 
Rabindranath Tagore, was adopted in its Hindi version by the Constituent 
Assembly as the National Anthem of India on January 24, 1950. It was 
first sung on December 27, 1911 at the Calcutta Session of the Indian 
National Congress. The complete song consists of five stanzas. 
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The Apostle of Truth and Non-violence 
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Jayee Rajguru Veer Surendra Sai 
(1739-1805) (23.01.1809 - 28.02.1884) 


Birsa Munda Baji Rout 
(Died in Ranchi jail in June 1900) (Shot dead on 11.10.1938) 
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Odisha Govt. to Bear Farmers’ Share of 


Crop Insurance Premium to Further 
Farmers’ Empowerment 


In asignificant move to support the agriculture sector and provide financial security to farmers in Odisha, 
the State Government has decided to bear the farmer’s share of crop insurance premium for the Kharif 
Season 2023. This decision comes as part of the government’s commitment to supporting sustainable 
agricultural practices and ensuring the welfare of farmers in the state. 


The primary objective of the crop insurance 1s to foster sustainable agricultural production and provide 
financial support to farmers who face crop losses or damage due to unforeseen events. Earlier, farmers 
were required to pay a nominal premium, typically 2 per cent or 1.5 per cent of the Sum Insured for 
Kharif and Rabi seasons, respectively. However for commercial crops like cotton, Ginger and turmeric 
5% premium of sum insured is paid for both Kharifand Rabi seasons. The remaining premium amount 
was shared equally between the Central and State governments as subsidy. 


Starting from this Kharif season, farmers in the state will no longer have to bear the premium cost as 
Odisha Government has decided to take on the farmers’ share of the premium for the notified crops. It 
will greatly benefit the small and marginal farmers who are most vulnerable to the uncertainties of 
nature. For Kharif 2023, the crops insured include Paddy, Maize, Groundnut, Ragi, Cotton, Arhar, 
Ginger and Turmeric. 


Farmers can enroll through the nearest Jana Seva Kendra, Bank, Insurance Office, or Insurance Agent 
prior to 31st July 2023 to avail the benefit. They can also call at Ama Krushi’s toll-free number 
155333 for more information. An amount of Rs.1 will be debited as token from their bank accounts 
to validate the enrolment. The premium subsidy provided by the Odisha Government is limited to 2 
hectares per farmer. 


Officials from the agricultural department have emphasized that this progressive step 1s in line with the 
state government’s continuous efforts to uplift the agricultural sector and ensure the well-being of 
farmers. By encouraging more farmers to take part in the scheme, the State aims to strengthen the 
agricultural backbone and drive economic growth in rural areas. 


As the state prepares to implement the new initiative, the authorities are ensuring a streamlined process 
for enrolment. They are actively working to create awareness among farmers regarding the benefits of 
the scheme and the support provided by the state government to cover their premium costs. 


The decision has been widely appreciated by farmers’ organizations and stakeholders in the agricultural 
domain. They believe that such initiatives are crucial in addressing the challenges faced by farmers and 
will pave the way for a more sustainable and prosperous agrarian economy in Odisha. 
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Modernisation Plan for 
State Forensic Science Services Organization 


Rs.150 Crore sanctioned. 


A ST Initiative to Strengthen Criminal Justice 
System. 


New Regional Forensic Laboratory Building at 
Balasore and Sambalpur. 


With an objective to strengthen Criminal Justice System in the State, Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri 
Naveen Patnaik has approved today Rs.150.05 Crore for 
modernisation of State Forensic Science Services & 
Organization. This scheme will be known as ‘Modernisation Forensic Science 
of Forensic Science Services Organisation, Odisha’ and will BRR)? <5 Organisation 
be implemented in a period of 5 years starting 2023-24 to 
2027-28. 


As part of the 5T initiative, the scheme has some specific FA, 
objectives that includes expeditious disposal of cases, 

strengthening of Forensic Laboratories at state, regional Breese 
and district levels, improvement of scientific oe © 
investigation, use of modern technology and 1 Shrine 
strengthening of prosecution to enhance conviction rate. oe ih m 


The total amount has various components for expenditure ZI _—AiA_—_—niL a 


including Rs.20 Crore for new Regional Forensic Laboratory Building at Balasore and Sambalpur, 
Rs.125.25 Crore for equipment and Rs.3.50 Crore for Mobile Forensic Vans and some other 
expenditure. 
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The E-Audio Guided Tour is a milestone 
achievement in Odisha’s cultural landscape 


- Naveen Patnaik 
Chief Minister 


e Chief Minister Visits Kalabhoomi-Odisha 
e Launches Pioneering E-Audio Guided Tour at Crafts Museum 
e Will Enhance Visitors’ Experience 


Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik has launched a first-of-its-kind initiative in the region - the 
E-Audio Guided Tour at Kalabhoomi Museum. A presentation of Odisha Crafts Museum, this e-audio 
tour is available in three languages - Odia, Hindi, and English. The audio guide serves as a personal 
companion, guiding guests through captivating narratives and providing insights into the artefacts on 
display. It creates an immersive experience that connects visitors with the heart and soul of Odisha’s 
rich cultural heritage. 
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This innovative offering introduces 
visitors to a seamless blend of 
technology and _ cultural 
exploration, ensuring an 
unforgettable and enriching 
museum experience. 


1 


Chief Minister also unveiled the 
museum’s revamped website, 
showcasing avant garde features 
like an enthralling 360 Virtual tour, 
an E-ticketing system, and a 
curated collection of mementos 
from the souvenir shop designed to elevate the user experience. 


The Chief Minister also released 
a captivating Coffee Table 
Book, an artistic marvel created 
by the renowned maestro of 
contemporary art Mr. Trotsky 
Marudu. The Coffee Table 
Book captures the essence of 
Odisha’s rich cultural heritage, 
paying tribute to the skilled 
artisans who have enriched the 
state’s heritage with their 
masterful creations. 


Handloom, Textiles & 
Handicrafts Minister Smt. Rita 
Sahoo, Chief Adviser CMO 
Shri. R. Balakrishnan, Chief Secretary Shri P.K. Jena, Development Commissioner Smt. Anu Garg, 
Principal Secretary Shri Arabinda Padhee and other senior officers were present during the occasion. 


The E-Audio Guided Tour is a milestone achievement in Odisha’s cultural landscape. It is set to transform 
the way visitors engage with the museum’s treasure trove of art and heritage. 


This initiative reflects the State’s commitment to preserve and promote Odisha’s artistic legacy while 
embracing the advancements of modern technology. The tour promises to create a deeper and more 
meaningful connection between visitors and our cultural heritage. 
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"New Odisha is a unique Transformation Story 
setting benchmarks across various sectors" 


- Naveen Patnaik 
Chief Minister 


e New Odishaa Unique Transformation Story, will improve 6500 Km Roads; construct 
300 Bridges this year- Chief Minister 


e Development of Nation Closely Linked to Construction of NHs- Union Home Minister; 
Praises Odisha’s Role in Disaster Management 


e 4Laning of Kamakhya Nagar-Duburi Section of NH-53 Dedicated 


e Foundation Laid for Widening, Strenthening of Moter-Banner Road via Ladugaon 


cc a Y &- AB v4 § —_ | a i - 
Union Minister for Home Affairs and Cooperation Shri Amit Shah and Chief Minister Shri Naveen 


Patnaik today dedicated the 4-laning of Kamakhya Nagar-Duburi Section of NH-53. This 51 KM 
stretch has been constructed at a cost of Rs 761 Crore which will connect the coal belt of Talcher to the 


steel hub in Kalinga Nagar in Jajpur. 
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Besides, foundation stone laid for widening, and strengthening of Moter-Banner Road via Ladugaon in 
Kalahandi. 


Speaking on the occasion, Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik said that the New Odisha is a unique 
Transformation Story setting benchmarks across various sectors. 


Welcoming the Union Home Minister, the Chief Minister said, “My government believes that connectivity 
is key to progress of the State and empowerment of our people.” 


Citing example of Gurupriya bridge connecting the Swabhiman Anchal in Malkangiri, he said that the 
Construction of this bridge has played a catalytic role in the development of the entire area. 


Further he said that the Biju Express Way - an Economic Corridor connecting western Odisha with 
southern Odisha- will be a crucial platform to propel growth in the region. 


The budget of State Works Dept has seen a quantum jump since 2000, from about Rs 280 crore to 
more than Rs 15000 crore now, he added. 


Outlining the construction plan for this year, he said that this year we plan to improve 6500 Km of 
roads and construct around 300 bridges which will provide huge momentum to growth and opportunities. 


He further said that in recent years, we have completed two Airports at Jaypore and Utkela and a 
Greenfield Airport at Malkangiri is under construction. 


Saying that Odisha always believes 1n cooperative federalism, he thanked the Government of India for 
its support to the State in its development agenda. 


Delivering the occasion as Chief Guest, Union Home Minister Shri Amit Shah said that the future of the 
Nation, the development of the Nation is closely linked to National Highways. That is why the Union 
Government has given maximum importance to construction of NHs. Currently, about 29 km of NHs 1s 
being constructed everyday, he added. He outlined the infra push of the Govt. of India in recent times. 
He said that Union Govt. has given grants to the tune of Rs.18 Lakh crore to Odisha in various sectors 
in last 9 years. 


Praising Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik and Odisha Govt., the Home Minister said that 
Odisha has achieved almost zero casualty in disaster management. Odisha’s model of disaster 
management has played a key role in national disaster management, he added. He also 
appreciated the role of state Govt. in reducing naxal menace in Odisha. 


Speaking on the occasion, Union Education Minister Shri Dharmendra Pradhan said that the Union 
Govt. have taken a focused approach to eastern states in the form of Prime Minister’s Purbodaya 
vision. Odisha has received a significant amount from centre for various projects. 


State Works Minister Shri Prafulla Mallick outlined the infrastructure projects the State has taken up in 
the last 23 years. He highlighted the completion ofa portion of Biju Express Way from Rourkela to 
Ampani that would play a key role in economic transformation of the area 
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Odisha Scripts Major Semiconductor Success 


Silicon Power Group to setup a 150mm Silicon 
Carbide Manufacturing Facility in the State 


US based Silicon Power Group 1s all set to open a 150mm Silicon Carbide manufacturing facility in 
Odisha with an investment of Rs.1,000 crore. The investment will be made by the group’s Indian 
Subsidiary, RiR Power Electronics. Dr. Harshad Mehta, promoter of the group and an electronics and 
semiconductor industry veteran with 4 decades of leadership experience, has submitted a Letter of 
Intent to the Government of Odisha delegation which was on an official visit to the US. 


Started in 1994 by Dr. Mehta and 
headquartered in the US, Silicon 
Power is a major technology 
developer and solutions provider 
in the design, development, 
manufacturing and testing of high- 
power semiconductor devices and 
utility-applicable systems. 


i 
AY 


| 
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This will be a first-of-its-kind 
manufacturing facility in Odisha | 
and will serve as a testament to the 
efforts Government of Odisha has 
put-in to develop a semiconductor _ 
ecosystem in the state. Acompany 
team, led by Dr. Mehta himself, ~~ 
will visit Odisha within one month, and the company has committed to start operations in the next 18 
to 24 months. 


During a comprehensive and wide-ranging discussion with the company team, the Government of 
Odisha delegation gave a presentation highlighting Odisha’s industrial ecosystem and the generous 
package of incentives available under different policies, including in the upcoming Semiconductor 


i 
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Silicon Power is a pioneer and leader in medium voltage, sub-cycle switching technology and solutions. 
Its offerings include the design and manufacturing of leading-edge Si and SiC devices and modules 
through its US subsidiary SiCamore Semi and large industrial/utility power systems through another US 
subsidiary, the Innova Power Solutions Group. 


It operates in India through its subsidiary, RiR Power Electronics. RiR serves customers in a range of 
fields, including industrial, electric utility, railways, renewables, and defense. 


This remarkable milestone signifies the commitment of Government of Odisha to develop a cutting- 
edge manufacturing and semiconductor ecosystem in the state and aligns with its vision of technology- 
driven progress. It will bolster the industrial landscape and create significant employment opportunities 
in the state. 
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A New Era of Transformation 


1. Naveen Patnaik, who has completed 23 years of service and dedication, has earned the status 
of the second longest serving Chief Minister of the country. He has been able to transform a state with 
zero exchequer into a self-sufficient and prosperous State in the last 23 years. Odisha has turned from 
the shadow/stigma of hunger to a state of surplus food production. The State’s per capita income has 
increased significantly. Women have become self-reliant. In the industrial sector, there has been a 
revolutionary change in the State and Odisha has been recognized as the most preferred investment 
destination. 


2. The State Government of Odisha has sanctioned Rs.150 crore for Modernisation of State 
Forensic Science Services Organization. This scheme, named ‘Modernisation of Forensic Science 
Services Organisation, Odisha, is to be executed over a span of five years, starting from the fiscal year 
2023-24 until 2027-28. Aligned with the State’s ST initiative, this visionary scheme encompasses a 
range of specific objectives that are geared towards fostering a more efficient and effective criminal 
justice system. Key objectives include expediting the resolution of cases, strengthening forensic 
laboratories at the state, regional, and district levels, enhancing scientific investigation procedures, 
leveraging modern technology, and fortifying the prosecution process to elevate the conviction rate in 
the State. The infusion of modern technology will play a crucial role in enhancing the accuracy and 
efficiency of forensic analysis, thereby bolstering the overall investigative process. 


These state-of-the-art facilities will serve as hubs for forensic investigation, catering to the 
needs of their respective regions. 


BE Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik has sanctioned Madhu Babu Pension benefits for additional 
4.13 lakh applicants in August 2023. With this, the target of Madhu Babu Pension Yojana has 
been enhanced to 32.75 lakh. Earlier 28.61 lakh beneficiaries were getting benefits under the 
scheme. All the newly sanctioned beneficiaries will get their first pension amount on 1 5th August, 2023 
1.e. JANASEVA DIWAS at the Gram Panchayat headquarters or Ward Offices in presence of elected 
representatives. Government of Odisha provides social security pension to 28.61 lakh (28,61,195) 
beneficiaries under Madhu Babu Pension Yojana (MBPY) @ Rs.500/-, Rs.700/- and Rs.900/- per 
month. Beneficiaries such as older persons, widows, persons with disabilities, unmarried women, cured 
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orphan children of | families and other vulnerable people are covered under this scheme. 
Inclusion of these 4 Lakh 13 thousand new beneficiaries will help strengthen social security system of 
the State. 


itu 


4. The State Government of Odisha has enhanced the financial assistance amount of the 
Harischandra Sahayata Jojana. For urban areas it has been enhanced to Rs.4000. This amount is 
also applicable for performing funeral rites at the famous Swargadwara of Puri. Similarly, the said 
amount was enhanced to Rs.3000 for rural areas. This financial assistance is provided to poor people 
for performing the last rites of their deceased relatives. The fund is given from the Chief Minister’s 
Relief Fund. 


» According to National Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) report of Niti Aayog, five states 
including Odisha have seen the fastest decline in poverty rates. The other States are Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan. Likewise, according to the rate of population stated in the 5" National 
Family Health survey report, Odisha is not among the five States with the highest poverty rates, followed 
by Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, Meghalaya and Madhya Pradesh from first to fifth. Universal 
method is applied in the survey for index and the standard of Nutrition, child and adolescent mortality, 
maternal Health, total reading time and attendance rates, fuel used for cooking, cleanliness, drinking 
water, electricity, accommodation, household commodities, Bank Accounts etc. is taken into account. 


6. The State Government has launched a new initiative ‘Ama Odisha Nabina Odisha’, whose 
primary objective is to promote the development of rural infrastructure especially digital connectivity 
and protect Odisha’s rich Jagannath culture, heritage and traditions across the State. The new initiative 
focuses on developing Odisha’s rich heritage and cultural infrastructure, improving primary education 
and empowering women and youth along with sports, banking and digital services for the youth. For 
this, an expenditure of Rs.4000 crore has been approved for the financial year 2023-24. It will cover 
all Gram Panchayats in each block with an entitlement of 50 lakhs. 


iL A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has been signed between the Government of Odisha 
and the Tony Blair Institute for Global Change (TBI) at the international level to increase the economic 
potentiality with the successful implementation of various programme of the State Government. This 
collaboration will involve strategy development support, delivery and implementation support and 
strategic communication support. Through this alliance the overall development and economic growth 
of Odisha will be achieved. 


8. The Odisha Government has taken many reformative steps in the field of providing better 
healthcare. To achieve public health goals in the State and to reduce private expenditure on treatment, 
the State Government has increased the food subsidy by 30 percent for indoor patients admitted to 
government hospitals in order to further improve the patient care system. With the Biju Swasthya 
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Kalyan Yojana an amount of Rs.64 crore will be spent annually and it will benefit more than 42 lakh 
patients. This facility is being extended to 618 government hospitals of the State. 


om The State Government has taken several measures for the social security of the labourers and 
the marginalized people. Various assistance is being provided to the beneficiaries through the Odisha 
Unorganized Workers Social Security Board. The Chief Minister has increased the assistance in case 
of accidental death to the workers registered in the board from Rs.2 lakh to 4 lakh rupees. Similarly the 
assistance in case of natural death has been increased from Rs.1 lakh to Rs.2 lakh. About 3.65 lakh 
registered workers of 10 categories are getting benefits through this board which started from May 
2017. At present, 50 more categories of unorganized workers will be benefited from this scheme. 


Ke Odisha Adarsha Vidyalaya has become role model across the country. This initiative has been 
proved beneficial in strengthening educational infrastructure in the state and ensuring a bright future for 
talented students in rural areas. In the academic year 2023, Hon’ble Chief Minister welcomed all newly 
registered students on the occasion of opening of 13 educational institutions and 28 hostels of Odisha 
Model School Organisation. In addition, the foundation of 276 hostels has also been laid. Odisha 
Adarsha Vidyalaya was established with the aim of imparting qualitative education which has been 
realized today. Meritorious students are being given better education through it. 


LI. The State Government has sanctioned Rs.158 crore to develop the communication sector in 
the suburban areas of Malkangiri district in which more than 172 k.m. roads will be constructed. With 
this provision, remote area will be connected to the city with a road to every village. The people of 
Chitrakonda, Kalimela, Korukunda and Padia Blocks will be particularly benefited by this. The Chief 
Minister has sanctioned funds for 21 projects as per the proposal of the District Rural Development 
Department. Under the Mukhyamantri Sadak Yojana, roads are being constructed to the unconnected 
villages in remote areas. Development will be carried out by constructing roads in remote mountainous 
areas and Maoist affected areas. The State Government will provide all the funds for this. 


i. To connect all the Gram Panchayats of the State with Block Headquarters, the much-awaited 
aspirational scheme of the State Government “Location Accessible Multi-modal Initiative (LAccMI)” 
yojana is going to be implemented from 15" August Independence Day this year. ‘LAccMP yojana will 
be launched first in undivided Koraput, Gajapati and Kalahandi districts where there is significant need 
of development of transportation infrastructure. Under ‘LAccMI’ yojana, steps are now being taken 
for bus services. In the next step, ships and other means of transport will be attached to it. Farmers, 
students, workers, traders, common people will be benefited with this bus services from Block to 
Block to district headquarters. This will be a significant step towards women empowerment in particular. 
It is important to ensure good transport system as Women Self Help Groups expand their business in all 
parts of the State. Under the scheme, the management of Bus stands in some Blocks of the district will 
be entrusted to the Mission Shakti Groups. 
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ere! of — commitment for the icra ore wivaiiky What ame asa ree Por with 21 food 
centers in 5 Municipal Corporations has now turned into a powerful movement consisting of all 115 
urban local bodies of the State. Odisha has 167 ‘Aahar Centres’ to serve the needy people. Each day 
this monumental effort touches the lives of nearly one lakh deserving persons ensuring that no one 
sleeps with starvation. These self-help groups have been involved in the Government’s ‘Aahar’ programme 
to promote community participation. 


14. State Government has launched 'Mo Ghar' Urban programe for the homeless in urban areas 
like rural areas. Beneficiaries will get a maximum loan of Rs.3 lakh from the bank under Mo Ghar 
Urban Yojana which will be repaid within 10 years. After the completion of housing construction, the 
State Government will deposit the capital subsidy in the beneficiary’s bank account. This will reduce the 
financial burden on the borrower. Similarly, the government will provide additional subsidy to SC and 
ST beneficiaies. Banks can charge 9% interest of the loan for 10 years. State level nodal agencies will 
monitor the loan allocation process. It has been provisioned that the borrower can repay the loan 
amount before the end of the loan ifhe wants. 


15. With an aim to further improve research in universities, the State Government has decided to 
launch anew scheme named Chief Minister Research and Innovation Fellowship Programme (CMRIFP) 
from this academic year (2023-24). The new fellowship program would provide a monthly research 
fellowship grant of Rs.30,000 to 300 research scholars pursuing Ph.D in State Government universities 
for a period of five years. Besides, they will get an annual contingency amount of Rs.50,000 and 
Rs.30,000 for science and social science subjects respectively. Research scholars will also be helped 
with publication grants of Rs.50,000 for publishing their work 1n any of the top-25 journals of the world 
as the first author. NET qualification 1s not mandatory for new scheme Research scholars, for the new 
fellowship scheme they will be selected on the basis of an independent common Ph.D entrance test to 
be conducted in all State Government Universities. Similarly, 60 faculty members will get Rs.10 lakh 
annually in science and Rs.7 lakh in social science up to the age of 50 years as seed research fund grant. 
In the research, the best research center will get Rs.35 lakh. 


Today, Odisha stands as a symbol of human transformation in the field of development. Our 
Hon’ble Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik’s execution of a successful transformation process by making 
governance transparent made Odisha an empowered State. The transformation is visible in all corners. 
Thank you. 


Compiled by Editor 
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Message of 


Prof. Ganeshi Lal, 
Hon'ble Governor of Odisha 
on the occasion of 
Independence Day—2023 


Dear Sisters and Brothers ! 


I extend my good wishes and congratulation to the people of the State on the auspicious 


occasion of Independence Day, the great festivity of liberation, non-violence, peace and goodwill. 


For every Indian, as much the Independence Day is a day to celebrate; that much we 
have to have reminiscence, dream and resolution on this invaluable occasion. The Indian 
Independence struggle is a unique chapter in the annals of the history. We attained freedom for 
our motherland after 200 years of suppression under the British rule through Indian freedom 
movement under the unparalleled leadership of the Father of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi, 
who adopted the path of Ahimsa, Satyagrah and Non-Cooperation. Our freedom struggle 
against the Colonial rule was not only a rebellion but also was a result of our faith and moral 
values borne out of a long inbred tradition over the passage of time. Beckoned by the clarion 
call of the Father of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi, countless Indians, irrespective of caste, 
creed, colour, faith, community and region joined in mass in the Indian Freedom Struggle. 
Achieving our independence was unique and is a saga of heroic sacrifice, dedication, endurance 


and an unmatchable fulfilling experience of glory and success. 


The sacrifices rendered by the great Freedom Fighters and Eminent Nationalist Leaders 
like Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Ballav Bhai Patel, Moulana Abul Kalam Azad, Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose, Saheed Bhagat Singh, Chandra Sekhar Azad for the cause of our 
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Motherland and their contributions and glory has been inscribed in golden letters in the annals of 
history. Similarly the contributions of the Great Patriots of Odisha soil like Jayee Rajguru, Bax1 
Jagabandhu, Veer Surendra Sai, Saheed Karunakar Singh Nayak, Laxman Naik, Raghu-Dibakar 


have all glorified the history of Odisha. The sacrifice and invaluable contributions made by 


revolutionary leaders like Utkalmani Pandit Gopabandhu Das, Utkal Gourab Madhusudan Das, 
Pandit Neelakantha Das, Acharya Harihar, Maa Ramadevi, Malati Choudhury, Nabakrushna 
Choudhury, Biswanath Das, Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab, Biyu Pattnaik and the contributions made 
by innumerable patriots & countrymen who have not been recorded tn history have given us the 
taste of freedom that we had long cherished. I offer my sincere tributes to these great personalities 


on this auspicious Independence Day. 


Nationalism 1s the soul of the people. In true sense, it is upholding one's own Nation at 
high esteem and respecting the land to which one belongs to. Inculcating a sense of Nationalistic 
feeling, working for the cause of Motherland and remaining loyal is the true spirit of Nationalism. 
Freedom sanctifies, shapes and glorifies the Nationalism. Freedom in the true sense 1s safeguarding 
Citizenship Rights, development of living conditions of the citizens, their holistic development 


alongwith their liberty. According to Utkalmani Pandit Gopabandhu : 


Freedom is the birth right of every human being 
Freedom of speech and freedom of movement 
Freedom of life and freedom to form associations 


Are the four pillars & foundation of human being's existence 


Indian Freedom Struggle, based on Nationalistic spirit, focussed on paving a blue-print 
for the future, is considered unique as it was borne out of years of evolution of human civilization 
and our rich cultural values & ethos that have all shaped & added to the uniqueness of Indian 


identity. 


Today is a day of joy and introspection. Our National Flag, our National Anthem and 
our Emblem symbolizes and represents our ideologies, our values and aspirations that have 
forever inspired us. On the eve of commemorating 'Amrut Mahotsav of Indian Independence’, 


India has proved its worth, glory and competency skills at the International level. 


Odisha as a leading partner 1s marching ahead in similar strides in the journey of the 
Country's progress. Within a span of 76 years journey, beginning from agricultural and industrial 
revolution up to Chandrayaan-3 campaign have all gained accolades for our State and Country. 
We have become self-sufficient in the field of agriculture and by reducing import we have 
successfully increased export of our agricultural produce. In the field of food production, in 
the last two decades the progress of our State has maintained a healthy record and has 
become successful in gaining confidence of the people. Through the epoch-making 'Biju 
Swasthya Kalyan Yojana’ the poor and needy people of Odisha are availing quality health 
care services, free of cost in and outside the State. 'Kalia Yojana’ of the State Government 
has empowered farmers and has ushered in significant progress. Safe-drinking water supply 
to every household 1n the State has been ensured and prioritised. 'Drink from Tap' is a trend- 
setter and ensures safe drinking water supply in the urban areas. Mega irrigation programme 
Gangadhar Meher Irrigation Project is a milestone in the progress of the State. Biju Setu and 
Biyu Express scheme have together expanded infrastructure development in the State. "Mo 
Sarkar" has enabled direct involvement of the beneficiaries with the State Government. 5T 
initiatives of the State Government have helped in creating administrative skilling and have 


boosted transformation. Odisha has been lauded at International level for its disaster 


preparedness and mitigation. 


'Mukta' programme for the labourers and urban poor ensures urban infrastructure 


development at a faster pace equally benefiting women, skilled, unskilled labourers and also 


includes other categories ensuring their wage employment. 'Mukta' has been accorded as 


a leading one among 260 schemes at the International level, in providing wage employment. 


'Odisha Adarsha Vidyalaya' is a whopping success in providing quality education 
to the meritorious students in the rural areas and facilitating their pursue of higher education 
in the future. ST School Transformation programme has become a landmark in bringing 
about transformation in an innovative manner. Qualitative education has been ensured to 
the students in Government High Schools through intervention of Science & Technology 
with access to smart classrooms, e-Library, laboratories, drinking water supply and 
sanitation. This programme is also implemented for the differently-abled students in special 


schools in the State. 


Special Development Councils have been constituted for the security and holistic 


development of the scheduled tribes and preservation of their cultural traditions. 


Mission Shakti has become a revolution in the State covering more than 70 lakh 
women SHGs and has empowered them ensuring their economic independence and making 
them equal partners in the process of development. State Government has implemented 


numerous programmes to establish them as successful entrepreneurs. 


32.75 lakh beneficiaries have been covered under social security schemes 1n the 


State. 


Make-in-Odisha Conclave has made a record in ushering in industrial revolution. 
Investment of Rupees 10 lakh crore has been ensured tn the Make-in-Odisha 2022 Conclave, 
in the presence of delegates from 11 countries, Executives of industrial firm houses, producers 


which are a significant record. 


To transform Odisha into a 'Skill Capital’ by skilling the youth of Odisha in 


technology, to make them self-sufficient and introduce them as skilled human resources at 


the National and International level, Odisha Skill Conclave-2023 has provided a strong 
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platform enabling and facilitating signing of MoUs in different fields for up-gradation of skill 
development of lakhs of students and youth in the State. World Skill Centre has been 
established and has been working towards transforming the youths into world-class human 
resources and has been facilitating employment opportunities to them at National and 


International level by ensuring ultra-modern technological education and training. 


State Government has prioritized recruitment process in the State. Recruitment Process 
at different levels is being carried out regularly to fill-up vacant posts in different State 
Government Departments. This process has been successful in gaining self confidence and 


trust of the people. 


With the increase of investment tn agriculture, industry and allied sectors, the GDP of 
the State has reached from 10.01 to 12.9 per cent within a year. This has been proved with 


the rapid economic development of the State. 


We have achieved glory with the Odia language being accorded classical status 
alongwith setting-up of a milestone with the establishment of Odia University for research 
and propagation of Odia language. Rendition of famous Odia literature into different European 
languages has been taken-up and is going to achieve our dream of popularizing Odia literature 


among the readers across the globe. 


We have been successful in accepting the challenge of transforming Odisha into a 
topmost and leading State by bringing people at the grassroot level into the mainstream with 
the participation of the people. There are vast possibilities and promises for the massive 
development of Odisha. The present progressive and accountable governance 1s striding 


ahead and has proved this into a reality. 


It is the moral duty of every true citizen of India to dedicate and devote oneself in 


utilising efforts and opportunities for the betterment and development of society and towards 


creating a prosperous Nation as a whole. The progress of the State leads to the progress of 
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a Nation. It is our sole duty and responsibility to endeavour towards the holistic development 
of Odisha. On this auspicious occasion, as true citizen, let us take a pledge to rededicate 


ourselves in our efforts to transform Odisha into a pioneering State alongwith our endeavours 


towards propagating and establishing the identity and fame of our country. Today is a 


memorable occasion of dreams and resolutions. On this auspicious day, let us pay homage 


to our forefathers, dream of a bright future and pledge to ourselves to fulfil those dreams. 


My good wishes to all of you once again on this great day of freedom and 


Nationalism. 


Jay Hind. 
Vande Utkal Janani. 


Message of 
Shri Naveen Patnaik, 
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Odisha 
on the occasion of 
Independence Day-2023 


Dear Sisters and Brothers, 


Today is 15th of August. Holy Independence Day. I extend my good wishes and 
congratulation to all of you. 


Under the leadership of the great freedom fighters like Father of the Nation Mahatma 
Gandhi, Pandit Nehru, Netajee Subhas Chandra Bose, Sardar Patel, Moulana Azad, 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, Dr.Rajendra Prasad, Utkalmani Pandit Gopabandhu Das, Utkal Gourav 
Madhusudan Das, Nabakrushna Choudhury, Gopabandhu Choudhury, Saheed Laxman Naik, 
Saheed Birsa Munda, Veer Surendra Sai, Buxi Jagabandhu, Maa Ramadevi, Malati Choudhury, 
Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab, Biju Patnaik and Parbati Giri, we gained our long cherished 
Independence. On this sacred occasion, I pay my deep homage to them. 


On this august occasion, I also pay tribute to the immortal Jawans who were martyred 
for the peace and security of the country. 


India's freedom struggle had ushered in a new era in the world history. This struggle 
was an inspiration for the marginalized and exploited people of the whole world. Mahatma 
Gandhi's spell of Truth and Non-violence was their strength. The power of the masses 1s the 
greatest power. Our freedom struggle is the perfect example of this. 


India has established itself as a major power in the world. Development in various 
fields has increased our self-confidence. Chandrayaan-3 has boosted India's glory in space 
research. 


Odisha has reached an era of transformation. This transformation has created new 
hopes in all areas of development such as Education, Health, Tourism etc. All the people of 
the State, rich, poor, middle class, all are involved in this transformation. All categories of 
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people and regions are being benefited out of these initiatives. Our 5-T transformation 
programme has turned into a movement today. Similarly, our 'Mo Sarkar' programme has 
increased the importance of public opinion in governance. 


Odisha's economy is getting stronger. Poverty has decreased. Odisha 1s receiving 
investment worth lakh crores of rupees. There is huge employment opportunities for the youths. 


The welfare of the poor is most important to me. My Government is dedicatedly 
working for the welfare of farmers, labourers and weaker sections of the society. Recently, 
fifty more groups of workers working 1n the unorganised sector have now been included in the 
welfare programme. More than 4 lakh people also included in the Madhu Babu Pension 
Scheme. Everyone has a part in the development of Odisha. They have the right also. We 
move forward connecting all with us. 


Mothers are the image of our development-face of development. Mothers 
empowerment is the empowerment of Odisha. Today, Mission Shakti has become the engine 
of transformation. They have now reached the next level of development. They have started 
their journey on the way of becoming entrepreneur. Mothers have become the basis of a 
prosperous Odisha, a new Odisha. 


Now, my Odisha has become a model for the country in every sphere, be it Disaster 
Management or Women Empowerment, be it healthcare or education, infrastructure, my Odisha 
has now become a model in all the fields. 


Our every village, every Panchayat has enriched Odia culture and tradition. Mahaprabhu 
Sri Jagannath 1s the greatest identity of the Odia race. Mahaprabhu is the centre of our Culture. 
We have launched "Ama Odisha Nabina Odisha" programme worth Rs.4000 crore to lay the 


foundation of an aspirational Odisha in every village along with protection and propagation of 


Jagannath culture. 


It will herald a new Odisha - modern, dynamic and responsive - for our youth...... our 
women and children, entrepreneurs, farmers and tribals. This scheme will usher in Odisha with 
secure roots and powerful wings. 


Jay Hind. 
Vande Utkal Janani. 


Message of 
Shri Pradip Kumar Amat, 
Hon’ble Minister, 
Information & Public Relations 
on the occasion of 


Independence Day-2023 


Independence Day is a significant day in Indian National life. I extend my best wishes 
to the brothers and sisters of Odisha on the auspicious occasion of the 77" Independence 


Day. 


India has got the invaluable freedom on the struggle and sacrifice of freedom fighters 


and martyrs. 


Mahatma Gandhi, Netajee Subhas Chandra Bose, Sardar Ballavbhai Patel, Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Saheed Bhagat Singh, Khudiram Bose, Jayee Rajaguru, Veer Surendra 
Sai, Birsa Munda, Baji Rout, Laxman Naik, Utkalmani Pandit Gopabandhu Das, Utkal Gourab 
Madhusudan Das, Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab, Biju Patnaik and many others have shown 
indomitable courage and impeccable love for the motherland resulting into much-awaited freedom 


on 15" August, 1947. It is the time to pay humble tribute to all those brave hearts. 


India has achieved freedom on the Gandhian path of non-violence and stretched the 


road of peace and harmony for the world. 


In the 77" year of Independence Odisha has seen a lot of development in the fields of 


Education, Sports, Health Service, Drinking Water, Women Empowerment, Technical 
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Education, Food Security, Industrialisation, Disaster Management, Employment, Plantation, 
Preservation of Cultural Heritage, Infrastructure Development almost in all sectors. In last 
two decades, Odisha’s growth has accelerated under the firm and visionary leadership of 
Hon’ble Chief Minister. Today Odisha’s development and prosperity has earned national 


and international accolades. 


Let us join hands and work hard to take the prestige and pride of the State and 


country to a new height. 


Jay Hind. 
Bande Utkal Janani. 


Editor's Note 


e, the people of India, got our independence from the British Rule on 15th of August 

1947. The struggle for independence had ranged over a period of about a hundred 
years. The sepoy mutiny was initiated in 1857. It continued through individual and group level 
defiance and sacrifices. It culminated with Gandhiji's call for independence through peace, 
dialogueing and non violence. 


Our independence stands for the triumph of bravery, power of collective action, the 
significance of leadership with integrity, the strength of unity in diversity and the tenacious spirit 
of the people of India, a proud nation. 


In Gandhiji's words, the desire and aspiration for independence was more than just a 
political movement; it was about overall unity and the complete development of human beings, 
it was a battle for our right to self-determination, fairness, and human decency. This independence 
not only marks India's independence from British rule, but it also shows the strength of this 
country, a beauty of unity in diversity. 


We respectfully recall the tireless efforts and sacrifices made by leaders who guided us 
on this difficult road. Mahatma Gandhi's non-violent resistance followed by India helped end 
British colonial rule in India and has influenced modern civil disobedience movements across 
the world. The first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, the creator of secular, democratic and 
vibrant India laid strong foundation ofa strong parliamentary democracy and all modern institutions 
and system of governance. As he addressed in the eve of our freedom : 


" At the stroke of midnight hour when the world sleeps, 
India will awake to life and freedom." 


What was meant by life and freedom? The expression was expanded in the Preamble 
of our Constitution which came much later. But the hint was loud and clear. Indians cannot be 
denied justice just because they are Indians 1n their own country by a group of foreigners. 
Indians must voice their concern and must enjoy dignity of being an Indian. Denial of those 
implied we lived a life that left much to wish and dream for. So we awake to life and freedom. 


What is this independence that we acquired ? Is it just to be called an independent 
nation that does not look up to anybody outside the country for direction and administration ? 
Or does it involve something more fundamental ? It is making our rulers all accountable, no 
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matter how popular or high and mighty. It is having the freedom from fear of oppression, 
denigration and injustice. 


Human beings need to be free from fear to be creative, show initiative and walk with 
the changes that is the only constant in the march of science towards progress. Jefferson, 
former American President known to be a great exponent of human rights, stated "The price 
of liberty is eternal vigilance". A conscious citizenry of a country is the strongest bulwark 
against any future loss of freedom. There is no taking it easy. There must be checks and 
balances at different stages. In our set up, we have the legislature where the pros and cons of 
amatter are to be rigorously debated. We have the judiciary that is entrusted to interpret the 
provisions of Constitution. It works to protect the rights of the individuals that is given as 
fundamental to being an Indian citizen. The fourth pillar of Press Freedom makes the citizens 
aware and vigilant. 


At the individual level, the independence must mean freedom from fear, poverty, 
degradation and neglect and must entail a spirit of sacrifice to ensure that. 


In our federal structure, the States show the way. With that as the perspective, the 5T 
initiative in Odisha has shown what a concerned leader can do to enhance the meaning of 
freedom. Getting the women, one of the most neglected groups, to come to the forefront 
through participation in economic, political and social platforms shows how much it cares for 
securing justice of the three kinds as written in the Constitution of India. Transparency in 


administration 1s the thing that overcomes criticism based on lack of credible information. In 
76 years of India's independence, Odisha, a state smaller by size but much bigger by commitment 
through the implementation of ST principle of Technology, Teamwork, Transparency, Time 
and Transformation has shown the way forward. That's the independence of common people 
respected, and promoted by a leader who is loved hugely by the electorate. 


As we hoist our tricolour national flag, we must remember the ideals and guiding 
tenets of our independence movement i.e. inclusion, democracy, equality, justice and unity in 
diversity. As proud Indians, it is our responsibility to uphold the democratic, secular values 
and ideals that our inspirational leaders have envisioned. 


On the 77th Independence Day of our nation, we pay our tribute to our freedom 
fighters, the extraordinary men and women who selflessly devoted their lives to the cause of 
our freedom. Today is the day to pledge to take it forward towards freedom all over the 
world. 


I wish everyone a Happy Independence Day. 


Bande Bharat Jananit. 
Bande Utkal Janani. 


on 
be ia 


Editor, Odisha Review 
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Political Changes in Odisha Following 
August Revolt 1942 


The Quit India Movement started after failure of 
Cripps Mission which led to the parting of the 
ways between England and Indian patriots. The 
Cripps proposals showed the real intention of the 
Churchill Government. On 22™ April, 1942, 
Gandhi gave an indication of his thought to Horace 
Alexander in a letter, saying, "my firm opinion is 
that the British should leave India 
now in an orderly manner and not 
run the risk that they did in 
Singapore and Malaya and 
Burma....Britain cannot defend 
India, much less herself on Indian 
soil with any strength. The best | 
thing she can do is to leave India 
to her fate." In his view, the 
presence of the Britain in India 
was an invitation to Japan to 
invade India. “Leave India in 
God’s hands, or in modern 
parlance, to anarchy,” he said. 
Under a grim determination the 
Congress Working Committee 
met at Wardha from 6" July. On 14" July it passed 
the following historic resolution asking the British 
to go. The freedom of India is thus necessary not 
only in the interest of India but also for the safety 
of the world and for the ending of Nazism, 
Fascism, Militarism and other forms of imperialism, 
and the aggression of one nation over another. 
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The Congress thought of utilizing all the 
non-violent strength of the nation fora widespread 
struggle under Gandhi’s leadership. Since it was 
a matter of most vital importance, the Working 
Committee referred it to the All India Congress 
Committee for final decision in its meeting to be 
held at Bombay on 7" August, 1942. 


| The resolution on ‘Quit India’ 
~ was moved by Pandit Jawaharlal 

_ Nehru on 7" August. The Viceroy 
immediately got ready to face the 
coming revolution. He made 
preparations to arrest the leaders 
and ban the Congress the moment 
the ‘Quit India’ resolution would 
be passed in August. The next 
day, on 8" August, 1942, the 
“““_| resolution was passed that the 
‘immediate ending of Britain rule 
in India is an urgent necessity.” 
Gandhi wanted to guide the 
course of his great revolution in 
the most non-violent manner. The Government 
was ready for action. On the morning of 9" August, 
the police arrested Gandhi and the other members 
of the Congress Working Committee. The news 
of the arrest of Gandhi and others spread like 
wild fire all over the country. In no time a 
spontaneous revolution of the people broke out 
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everywhere. Beginning from top leaders to the 
leaders at the provincial, district, taluka, town and 
the village level, all were removed from the sight 
of the people. Naturally, therefore, it became a 
leaderless mass movement. Unorganised but 
agitated, unprepared but angry, and without 
guidance or direction the people plunged into the 
revolution famous as the Quit India Revolution or 
the August Revolution. 


August saw the beginning of the 
revolution. In spite of cruelty, atrocity and violent 
attacks from the military and the police, the 
movement continued to grow. At many places 
communications were disrupted, roads and 
bridges were destroyed, and movement of the 
army or police was made impossible. At some 
places, even peoples’ governments were formed. 
Underground camps were established to mobilize 
the youth for action. Leaders like Jayaprakash 
Narayan, Ram Manohar Lohia, Aruna Asaf Aly, 
Surendra Nath Dwibedi, A.S. Patwardhan and 
Ram Nandan Misra tried their best to keep the 
movement going. The Quit India Revolution of 
1942 gave the death blow to the British rule. 
Within five years of the revolution, the British 
abandoned their Empire as result of Gandhiji’s 
call to them to Quit India. 


With the outbreak of the Quit India 
Revolt, the Praja Mandal agitators in various 
states started their activities. On this occasion the 
Praja Mandal agitation became intense in Talcher 
and Dhenkanal. In spite of rigorous repression, 
Pabitra Mohan Pradhan, the leader of Talcher 
Praja Mandal organized an effective resistance 
movement in Talcher. On 31 August 1942 he 
escaped from the prison with the help of his 
associates. The escape of Pabitra Mohan Pradhan 
which was soon announced by the Raja roused 
consternation among the people. The people 
thought that the announcement was false and that 
the Raja had actually put their leader, Pabitra 
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Mohan Pradhan to death. But he soon started 
organizing an underground resistance movement. 
His organization established its sway over the 
whole of Talcher. The Chief of Talcher was 
practically concerned and alienated from the 
subjects. He sought the help of the Political 
Department. On 6 September 1942 the agitators 
took possession of the palace of the Chief. There 
was an encounter between the people’s party and 
force of the Chief. The State authorities distributed 
pamphlets for taking part in the revolutionary 
activities. There was firing from the air, and smoke 
screens and teargas were used. A number of 
people were killed and injured, and the 
revolutionary mobs disperse in a stampede. The 
Talcher Praja Mandal put forth two demands ina 
memorial communicated to the Political Agent and 
Viceroy. (1) Reformation of Praja Parishad and 
(2) complete abolition of various cases. 


In the Kamakshyanagar area of 
Dhenkanal state, Shri Baishnaba Charan Pattanaik 
organized resistance movement. There were 
frequent clashes between the people’s party and 
the state force aided by Britain force. Baishnab 
Charan Pattanaik himself received a bullet injury. 
He went underground and organized resistant 
movement like Pabitra Mohan Pradhan. 


On 24 March 1946 the Cabinet Mission 
arrived at Delhi. On 6 April, Harekrushna 
Mahtab, the prospective Premier of Odisha, met 
the Cabinet Mission and submitted amemorandum 
to it, pleading for the merger of the princely states 
in the province of Odisha. It was argued in the 
memorandum that the political history of princely 
states, economic development of the province as 
well as states and smooth functioning of 
administration in both of them called for the 
amalgamation of princely states with the Odisha 
Province. 


Dr. Janmejay Choudhury, Lecturer in History, 
Sri Jagannath College, Kaipadar, Khordha. 
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First Woman Satyagrahi of Odisha 
Sarala Devi 


All the achievements could not have been 
chronicled systematically. If we look back to the 
first half of the 20" century, Sarala Devi’s key 
role as the first woman Satyagrahi (Freedom 
Fighter without weapon) against the British rule 
was admirable. On Gandhiji’s call, 
she joined the freedom movement 
against the Britishers when she was 
young. 


She remained along with 
Gandhiji during his first tour to Odisha 
on March 23 in 1921 at Cuttack. 
Gandhiji was impressed to see the 
activities of Sarala Devi. He was 
accompanied by his wife Kasturba 
and son Devdas and they all stayed 
at Swaraj Ashram. Then he stayed in 
Annada Ray and Nabakrushna 
Choudhury’s residences. Gandhiji was spinning 
in a wheel which was a symbol of protest against 
the Britishers. Gandhiyji on his first visit to Odisha, 
persuaded Odias for spinning and get rid of the 
foreign made cloths. He also taught Odias to do 
away with drinking habits and untouchability. 


When Gandhiji was inside Swaraj 
Ashram, Sarala Devi was assigned to guard at 
the door. She used to watch if important persons 
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were coming to see him. She admitted that it 
was difficult to control the crowd. 


But she had tremendous impact of 
Gandhiji on her life, she has written. Even before 
she met Gandhiyji in Odisha, she was in touch with 
him through letters. There was no 
scope for telephonic talks or mobile 
talks and messages hundred two 
years back. She had written a few 
letters to Gandhiji before his arrival 
in Odisha by snail mail. The subjects 
were based on ill treatment to 
womenfolk or untouchability. 
Gandhiji went through those letters 
and replied for remedials which were 
published in “Young India’ magazine. 
| Subsequently they were placed in 

Gandhiyji’s books. 


Sarala Devi thus narrated her memory. 
In Cuttack while Gandhiji took rest inside the 
Swaraj Ashram many people came to have a 
glance at him. Sarala Devi who was guarding at 
the door went inside and told Gandhiji that how 
eagerly the people are waiting for him. Gandhiyi 
was annoyed at the beginning, but could not avoid 
to Sarala Devi’s request. That evening Sarala 
Devi arranged a meeting for Gandhiji in Cuttack 
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town hall which was meant only for ladies. 
Gandhiji’s Hindi speech was translated by Sarala 
into Odia. Gandhiji requested ladies to do their 
duty sincerely and persuaded them to donate for 
Hariyan Fund. Sarala Devi took initiative and a 
cash amount of Rs.1000/- along with the 
ornaments of 50 to 70 Bhori or Tola (1 Bhori is 
equivalent to 11.664 gram). Gandhiji could not 
imagine that such an amount could be collected 
and he was satisfied with the organizing ability of 
Sarala Devi. 


A wellknown historian of Odisha Prof. 
Atul Chandra Pradhan has mentioned about the 
contributions of Sarala Devi in his book ‘Freedom 
Struggle in Odisha’, (page 228). According to 
Prof. Pradhan “In the meantime Sarala Devi was 
busy in organizing Salt Satyagraha started at Huma 
(Ganjam District) in May 1930. Hundreds of 
women were present on the spot. Picketing was 
carried on by lady volunteers under the leadership 
of Mrs. J.V. Narayana in front of liquor shops in 
the Berhampur town on 31* May in 1930. Sarala 
Devi was arrested at Brahmapur and she then 
was boarded in the train upto Palasa. She was 
sentenced for six month’s imprisonment. Sarala 
Devi had the honour of being the first Odia 
lady to court imprisonment for participating 
in the nationalist movement. 


Sarala Devi’s versatile genius made her 
popular in Odisha. She was weirdo and 
revolutionary from her childhood. She did not 
like untouchability and voiced against this when 
she was even a child at home. 


When she was only 14 years old, she got 
married to Bhagirathi Mohapatra of Chatara 
village in the Jagatsinghpur district who belonged 
to a Zamindar family. But he was strongly 
opposing the British rule. He was closed to 


Odisha Review 


Utkalamani Gopabandhu Das. Gopabandhu was 
the President of provincial Congress Committee 
and Bhagirathi was the Secretary. Both were 
imprisoned but carried on the struggle. Those 
who suffered due to famine or other natural 
calamities, both were reaching at the affected 
areas to distribute relief. 


From one family, Bhagirathi, his wife 
Sarala Devi and their only son Amitav were 
imprisoned for joining the independence 
movement which created sensation. 


Sarala Devi was not only a freedom 
fighter, she had enduring contributions for 
formation of Odisha. She continued to struggle 
for Odisha State for a long time till Odisha 
achieved it’s goal. 


i, 
Seth 


On Gandhiji’s call probably the first 
Odisha Women’s conference was held at 
Balasore in 1931. The first Odia lady doctor and 
eminent writer Kuntala Kumari Sabat had 
presided over the meeting. But other women 
leaders of Odisha Janhabi Devi, Sarala Devi, 
Kokila Devi and Gandhi’s representative Puru Bai 
were organizing the conference. One of the leading 
Odia biographers of Madhusudan Das, late 
Surasingh Patnaik has spoken high of Sarala Devi 
for her active participation in our separate State’s 
agitation. 
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Our first assembly session was held in 
1937. Sarala Devi and A. Lakhmi Bai (sister of 
former India's President V.V. Giri) were both 
elected to Odisha Legislative Assembly from 
Cuttack and Brahmapur Assembly constituencies 
respectively. Sarala Devi was a brilliant MLA 
since 1937 to 1941. She took active part in all 
important debates and discussions. She was 
conspicuous for arguing in favour of the formation 
of Odisha High Court at Cuttack and the first 
university of Odisha, Utkal University's discussion 
in the assembly. Besides, she supported the 
Sarada Bill which was against the child marriage. 
She also raised her voice in the assembly house 
for abolishing dowry system. She was also an 
orator par excellence. 


Sarala Devi’s husband Bhagirathi 
Mohapatra was close to Utkalamani Gopabandhu 
Das and both of them wanted to liberate India 
through Congress which was spearheading the 
freedom struggle in Odisha. But Bhagirathi 
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Mohapatra was neglected in the post 
independence period. Sarala Devi was doleful 
and she mentioned this in her writings. 


Sarala Devi was a leading Odia writer of 
Odisha. She has written Utkalare Nari Samasya 
(problems of women tn Odisha, in 1934), Narira 
Dabi (Right of the women, in 1934), Beera Ramani 
(The women of valour, in 1949) and Biswa 
Biplabini (The Great Female Revolutionaries of 
the world) in 1930. But almost all his books are 
out of print now and need to be republished. 


No doubt, she was a polymath, a 
revolutionary, a legislator, a litterateur, a reformist 
and an orator. We remember her and pay tribute 
on her birth day i.e. on August 9 whichis a red 
letter day for August Kranti Divas in India. 


Gurukalyan Mohapatra, Qrs. No.VA 29/3, Unit-II, 
Bhubaneswar, Mob: 9437012123. 
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Bagha Jatin: 
His Revolutionary Movement in Odisha 


It is one of the irrefutable facets of human memory 


that with the passage of time, memories of people, 
however great and gigantic they were during their 
life time, get diminished. Still many noe from 
the annals of human history fire » 
the imagination of generations of 7” 
people and goad them into action. | 
Jatindranath Mukherjee, 
popularly known as Bagha Jatin 
is one such name whose fame or 
name has not undergone any 
devaluation over the last eleven 
decades. 


Jatin was born in a 
Brahmin family to Sharatshashi 
and Umesh Chandra Mukhejee 
ina village called Kayagram in 
Jessore district of East Bengal 
(presently Bangladesh), on 7 December1879. He 
was unfortunate to have lost his father when he 
was hardly five years old. His mother being an 
accomplished lady brought him up with loving 
care. Right from his school days there were 
indications that he would be a revolutionary in 
future. While reading in school, apart from normal 
education he was found to have learnt playing with 
stick, knife, sword etc. from a retired Muslim 
Sepoy. 


Hiss 
he 4 


) 


Balabhadra Ghadai 


After matriculation, Jatin joined Central 
College, Calcutta (now Khudiram Bose College, 
West Bengal) in 1895.While pursuing his study, 
he also learnt shorthand and 
typewriting. As a college student, 
© Jatin participated in the relief 
-_ work undertaken by Ramakrishna 
~~» Mission on the street of Cholera- 

~ » hit Calcutta. There he came in 
contact with Sister Nivedita who 
introduced Jatin to Swami 
Vivekananda. It was Swami 


mous im Vivekananda who instructed Jatin 


to take up the mission to bring 
Ne together dedicated young men 


ait a =e 


aoe Miers 6 
ait maw ik 4 with ‘iron muscle’ and ‘nerves of 
ti z tebe , 
its hes! is sities steel’ who could plunge into the 

ame | "thee 7 


fis ee 


service of the motherland. 
Meanwhile he joined as stenographer under an 
Englishman and subsequently in Bengal 
Secretariat. Later, his meeting with Sri Aurobindo 
in 1903 further ignited his fervour for revolution 
against the British. As his right-hand man, Sri 
Aurobindo entrusted Jatin with the crucial task of 
creating a ‘network of secret society’ to train 
dedicated youth for the revolution against the 
British. Jatin taught how to die in order to wake 
up the nation, attain freedom and leave posterity 
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happy, all in a nutshell: amro morbo, jati 
Jagbe.The Secret Society came to be known as 
‘Jugantar’ and Bagha Jatin became its 
Commander-in-Chief. Thousands of restless 
youth joined Jatin’s brand of freedom movement. 


The most intriguing anecdote of his early 
life was how he earned his moniker ‘Bagha’ 
(Tiger).One day while passing through a jungle 
with a friend all on a sudden a tiger appeared and 
pounced upon his friend. Jatin being perplexed 
for a while jumped into the tiger and in a scuffle 
between the two, he succeeded in killing the tiger 
with the help of a Gorkha dagger. For this daring 
deed, the Government of Bengal awarded him a 
silver shield with the scene of him killing the tiger 
engraved on it and the title "Bagha Jatin’. 


After some time, Jatin’s eldest son Atindra 
died, so he lost peace of mind and for mental 
recovery he went on pilgrimage and ultimately 
took initiation (diksha) from Sri Bholanada Giri 
Maharaj of Banaras. After his return he took up 
service under Mr. Wheeler and then under Sir 
Henry, the Governor of Odisha and Bihar. During 
this time another incident turned his mind against 
the British officials. While going to Darjeeling he 
found that some Indian passengers were forcibly 
driven out of the first class compartment and 
their luggage were thrown out by British military 
officers. Jatin strongly protested for which matter 
was reported to the higher authority. 
Consequently, he was humiliated tn his office. Life 
became miserable for him. So he had to resign. 
All these events led Jatin to wake up for direct 
action against the British officials. 


It was after the Surat Split (1907) that 
the Swadeshi Movement lost its force. A group 
of leaders being disgusted with the massive 
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activities of the Moderates or Liberals emerged 
to adopt techniques forthe attainment of their 
goal, that was the achievement of “Swaraj’ or Self 
Government. They did not believe in prayer, 
petition or persuasion as adopted by the earlier 
leaders, but open fight. This new group of leaders 
came to be known as the Extremists. Among the 
Extremists themselves, there emerged another 
group called the revolutionaries who believed in 
driving out the British by force. Their method was 
to strike terror through political assassinations, by 
the use of bombs and pistols. They launched a 
movement with Kolkata as their principal seat of 
action. The leader of the Bengali group, 
Jatindranath Mukherjee, was regarded in India 
as a national hero and was even praised by a 
British officer as "perhaps the boldest and the 
most actively dangerous of all Bengali 
revolutionaries." 


In 1910 Jatin was arrested in connection 
with Alipore bomb case in Calcutta. After his 
release, he organized secret societies in the model 
of those found in Germany, Japan and China. 
Fortunately to his good advantage, Germany 
during the First World War of 1914 sent 
information to Jatin to help these secret societies 
with arms and ammunitions. Jatin also kept 
contact with Birendranath Chatterjee, the brother 
of Sarojini Naidu who was staying then in 
Germany to organize the secret societies. One 
Lala Har Dayal formed the Ghadar Party in 
America for this purpose. Jatin also had contact 
with an ardent revolutionary Rash Behari Bose 
who went to Japan in 1915. It was for Jatin’s 
initiative that Nareshnath Bhattacharya, later 
known as M.N.Ray was sent to Batavia (Jakarta). 
Another member of the society was deputed to 
meet the Chinese revolutionary Sun-yat-Sen. 
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Jatin found that the province of Bengal 
was unsuitable for working out his mission. He 
selected the forest clad village of Mahuldiha in 
the interior of Mayurbhan for his rebellious 
activities. Manindranath Chakravarty, a Bengali 
resident of Kaptipada, gave him a piece of 
homestead land in that village where he built his 
cottage. This remote village was visited from time 
to time by many hardcore leaders notable among 
whom were Debiprasad Ray and Rash Behari 
Bose. Bagha Jatin was directing his revolutionary 
activities from this village by keeping contact with 
the secret society in Calcutta and other parts of 
Bengal through Saileswar Basu who had opened 
a small shop in Baleswar town under the name of 
Universal Emporium where he was apparently 
dealing in bicycle parts and was doing cycle and 
watch repairing. The Universal Emporium was 
suspected by the Criminal Investigation 
Department to have some connection with an 
armed robbery at Howrah station in 1915.The 
Emporium was raided early in the moming of 4" 
September, 1915 by the British Police. But 
nothing of importance could be found inside the 
shop. The party found a piece of paper on the 
floor on which was written the word ‘Kaptipada’, 
and after cross examination they could come to 
conclusion that the shop-keeper had association 
with some people residing at Kaptipada. The 
official party then proceeded towards Kaptipada 
without delay and reached the Kaptipada Rest 
Shed by 8 P.M. Jatin could know of their arrival 
at Kaptipada and immediately decided to leave 
the place with his associates. Manindranath 
Chakravarty persuaded them not to leave 
Kaptipada, but to hide somewhere in the 
neighbouring jungle for the time being. 


The next moming large number of people 
gathered round the Rest Shed as the sudden visit 
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of European Officers with a number of elephants 
had created a commotion in the locality. The official 
party could know from the people that one 
Bengali Sadhu whom they regarded as Guru was 
residing 1n the village Mahuldiha with some of his 
trusted disciples. They further learnt that the 
Sadhu had a Pujaghar where he with his 
disciples used to perform puja. The official party 
soon came to the conclusion that the Bengali 
Sadhu of Mahuldiha could be no other than Jatin 
Mukherjee. The party immediately proceeded 
towards the village on elephants, but found the 
rendezvous completely deserted. There was sign 
of hurried escape. Some clothes were left 
disorderly in one room and in another some 
books, manuscripts and topographical maps were 
left scattered on the floor. Not being able to get 
further information about Jatin and his associates, 
the official party returned to Baleswar in the 
afternoon that day. 


Meanwhile Jatin’s party left the place and 
reached a spot where they came across a 
bifurcation of ways, one leading to Baripada and 
another to the Trunk Road. The local people 
suspected them as German spies, for which one 
of them followed them and teased. One elderly 
person Raju Mohanty was among them. Jatin’s 
party going in the front threatened to shoot him 
with pistol. But he did not care for the threat rather 
he encouraged others to follow them saying that 
those were toy-pistols. So they fired a shot and 
Raju Mohanty fell down dead. The police got 
information of this incident and chased the culprits 
with the help of the villagers. 


In the meanwhile Jatin and his associates 
travelled through unfrequented jungle tracts of 
Nilagiri and Mitrapur and in the next moming they 
crossed the river Budhabalanga at Phuladi, 3 miles 
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from Baleswar. The local chowkidar reported 
this to the Baleswar police who at once rushed to 
the village Chasakhand. On 9" September 1915 
there took place an intense fight between Jatin’s 
men and the police who were armed with rifle 
and long range weapons. When the ammunitions 
of the revolutionaries ran out, two of them 
surrendered raising hands. Chittaprrya fell fighting. 
Jyotish was arrested and transported for life. Jatin 
got seriously wounded. Jatin died the next day in 
the Baleswar hospital. Thus came to an end the 
life of a legendary freedom fighter. Great and 
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magnificent in life Bagha Jatin appeared greater 
and more magnificent in death standing out before 
his countrymen as the very symbol of 
unconquerable spirit of youth. His indomitable 
spirit of patriotism, unparalleled bravery and 
uncommon organizing capability will continue to 
inspire the future generation and imbibe in them 
with the spirit of sacrifice for the motherland. 


Balabhadra Ghadai, Retd. Principal, At/P.O-Khiching, 
Mayurbhanj. 


Divine Echoes 


In the midst of the beautiful blue sky, 

I see your lotus eye. 

In the embrace of the green mountains, 
I feel your gentle touch. 

In the serenity of the waters, 

I experience your tranquil hush. 

Oh my Lord ! 

This beautiful life is your gift, 

To see you in everything is a divine lift. 


In the fragrance of flowers so sweet, 

I sense your presence, oh so fleet. 

In the whispers of the cool breeze, 

I touch your essence with utmost ease. 

With every raindrop’s delicate fall, 

I hear your voice, embracing all. 

Oh my Lord ! 

In nature’s beauty, I stand in awe, 

Your creation’s perfection, a wondrous draw. 
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In the might of cyclones, your caution unfolds, 
In the rumble of thunders, your majesty molds. 
In the rush of floods, your power is told, 

Oh my Lord ! 

This creation 1s yours, a treasure to uphold. 


Yet we, with actions, disrupt nature’s song, 
Balance disturbed, a mournful throng. 

The winters and rains now play coy, 

Like vanished notes, or a silent ploy. 

Oh my Lord ! 

Are you fading from your creation’s face? 
Or is it our doing, our reckless chase? 


Dr. Neeladrisingha Das, Ph.D., Postdoctoral Research 
Fellow, Department of Radiation Oncology, School of 
Medicine, Stanford University, Palo Alto, 
California, USA, Email- neelstanford@gmail.com/ 
ndas@stanford.edu, Mob : +1(650) 531-9865. 
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Religious Contemplation during 
Pre-Independence Period Depicted in 
Novels of Nityananda Mohapatra 


History is the silent spectator of so many events 
that are related to religion and its impact on the 
socio-economic and cultural life of the world as a 
whole. Religion is a particular system of belief in 
a God or Gods and the activities that are 
connected with this belief. So it 1s deeply 
associated with the sentiment, emotion and 
feelings of human being for they give only 
importance to their God or Goddesses, they 
worship. Sometimes rigidity in religious thoughts 
and activities give birth to fundamentalism and 
nevertheless the fundamentalists are antagonistic 
to other religions. As a result, fellow feeling, 
harmony, rapport hampers. Peaceful living 
becomes a day dream. Sometimes, extreme 
hatred towards other religion is the serious cause 
of disturbances among different religions, sects 
and communities. Thus human race suffers a lot. 
History has witnessed some ugly attempts of an 
attack and devastating wars between different 
nations based on religion. For peace and 
tranquility, liberal attitude in this field of religion 
and the sense of respect for other religions is highly 
essential. In this respect Mughal emperor Akbar 
is ashining example in history. Being a staunch 
Muslim, he is liked by both the Hindus and 
Muslims. Similarly the East India Company has 
applied liberal policy in respect of religion in 
subservient countries. But words like justice, 
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righteousness and goodness do not adequately 
explain the dharma (religion) because notions of 
justice of what is nght and good change over and 
different in the different parts of the world. 
Dharma is the underlying principle that enables 
man to realise his potential through social behaviour 
but time and again the same spirit of religion 1s 
lost and to impose one’s religious attitude on 
another has become a common phenomenon. But 
the British are quite careful in this regard and they 
have developed a very sensible and judicious as 
well as liberal attitude during their rule in Odisha. 


Odisha is the sacred land of Sri 
Jagannath and has embraced all religious saints 
during their visit to Purushottam Kshetra (Puri). 
Among those religions the Buddhism, the Jainism, 
the Islam, the Christianity are prominent. Besides 
these, the most popular religion of Odisha is the 
Vaishnavism. Lord Jagannath is one of the 
Avatars (Incarnation) of Sri Vishnu. But after 
the occupation of Odisha (1803) by East India 
Company the Christianity has had its footings in 
the province. Like other foreign rulers the British 
also had tried to establish their religion, though 
not directly. 


British rule in Odisha started from 1803 
A.D. But they had established their trade 
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relationship with the province much before 
through Dhamara Port of Balasore. They had 
well realised that religious feelings and belief had 
a deep impact on the life trend of Odisha. To 
adjust with the sentiments of the Odias they 
developed a liberal policy in the sphere of religion 
very cunningly. Inspite of heavy pressure, the 
British Government had never taken any direct 
attempt of preaching the Christianity in Odisha. 
Similarly the President of Board of Control (1833) 
banned assistance to any religious institutions. It 
was made clear that the British had never tried 
directly to spread their religion but the weakness 
towards the same was ever alive in them. The 
slow start of the Christianity in Odisha during 
subservient period became deep rooted after 
independence. In this respect the role of the 
Christian missionaries was a vital one. 


After three years of occupation of Odisha 
by the British, Dr. Bukanon visited Puri. He 
dreamt of the expansion of the Christian religion 
sitting in a tent by the side of the lake the Chilika 
on 24.06.1806. Just after getting patronage from 
the British government, idol worship in India could 
be stopped. That was a part of his ideas regarding 
the flourish of the Christianity in Odisha. But that 
was not the end to his thoughts. After returning 
from London he tried to gather people’s verdict 
in favour of preaching the Christianity in Odisha. 
Mr. William J.B. Keri, the lieutenant of Madras 
regiment had written a book before 1850. He 
had mentioned that, Odisha was a big cooking 
pot of metal. For hundred years the pot had been 
hot. In that cooking pot ignorance and fanatics 
are scattered. Those were very poisonous. Now 
that needed to be purified and transparent. The 
superstitions, blind beliefs and idol-worship in the 
Hinduism lead Mr. Keri to think in that line. 
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During the independence period in Odisha 
financially backward and so called untouchables’ 
miseries knew no bounds because of the Hindu 
fundamentalists. On the contrary, the liberalism 
of the Christianity and attractive financial offer by 
the Christians attracted the socially backwards 
toward their religion and conversion started to 
Christianity. The Christian missionaries moved 
from door to door, crowded street to street and 
narrated the evils of the Hinduism and the noble 
aspects of their religion were a cause of attraction 
for Christianity. 


Preaching Christianity started in Odisha 
from 1822 but by 1827 not a single case of 
conversion to this religion was found. But by 1943 
more that 50000 Odias had accepted the 
Christianity. Still then a suspicious attitude 
developed among the Odias and many also hated 
the Christians because of their style of Irving and 
habits. Gradually protest against them started. In 
a particular day of every week the British Sahibs 
used to sit in the Government School at Puri and 
discussed different matters. The people of Puri 
could not digest it for they thought the Sahibs had 
made the school a church. The Utkal Deepika, 
an Odia newspaper narrated the event very 
elaborately. The converted Odia Christians were 
very much fascinated by westernization and 
attraction for women — education increased 
among them in comparison to other Odias. 
Similarly Mahima dharma gained popularity by 
1855 in Odisha. 


Mahima dharma is liberal both in spirit 
and form. There is no caste, creed, sex 
discrimination in it. The Mahima saints are against 
idol worship and they believe in “Sunya Brahma’, 
the only god. Their number was within twenty to 
thirty thousand during the pre-independence 
period. They put on the bark of Kumbhi tree and 
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popularly known as the Kumbhi Patua Baba. 
The supremacy of the Brahmins in the then society 
annoyed them. As a result on the 1“ March, 1881, 
twelve men and three women Mahima saints 
forcibly tried to enter into the Sri Jagannath 
temple of Puri. This religion is clear cut protest 
against the loose characters of the so called saints 
of different temples. Some are attracted to this 
religion but the activities, clothing created doubt 
and some thought them as Naga Sannyasis. 
Besides this, the material detachment, simple living 
and sacred life of the Mahima Sannyasis became 
a model for many in the pre-independence period. 


Raja Ram Mohan Roy a great social 
reformer gave the divine message of Brahma 
Dharma to the society. Liberalism of the religion 
was appreciated by many. The noted Odia writers 
like Fakir Mohan Senapati, Madhusudan Rao 
and Biswanath Kar were the followers of 
Brahma Samaj. 


Rise of the Christian religion during the 
Pre-independence period was a constant 
headache for the Hindus. In order to bring back 
the Hindus to their own religion from Christianity 
through the process of expiation, Swami 
Dayananda Saraswati formed the Arya Samaj 
(1875). Not only the Ram Krishna Mission, the 
Arya Samaj and the Brahma Samaj did a lot to 
spread the useful and valuable ethics of the 
Hinduism. By this benevolent effort the Hindus 
became more conscious. Undoubtedly 
conversion process to other religions became 
minimised. Thus amidst a mixed up religious trend 
freedom struggle started all over Odisha. Odisha 
was also much ahead in the movement. 


Freedom struggle is the most glorious 
history for any country and the same is with India. 
More than two centuries the British enjoyed their 


Odisha Review 


rule in India. But the latter part of their 
administration has become a constant headache 
for them, especially after the emergence of 
Mahatma Gandhi in Indian politics. Their 
oppression, exploitation and the thirst for 
plundering the treasury of the country are some 
of the black spots in the British administration. 

Those unhealthy attitudes have paved the path 
for the struggle of independence. Nationwide 
protest, revolt and movements like the Non- 
cooperation, the Civil Ddisobedience and at last 
the Quit India movement brought success and 
India achieved independence. The sacrifice, 

endurance and patriotism of thousands of 
Satyagrahis have decorated the history. Among 
the noted freedom fighters from Odisha we 
remember Nityananda Mohapatra and some 
others. He has observed the pre-independence 
life trend in Odisha and as a part of the power 
politics, has also observed the post-independence 
social life from a near distance. The outcome of 
his microscopic observation has become the key 
to the success of his political novels. Hidamati, 

Bhangahada, Gharadiha are the most 
hearttouching novels to his credit and the behold 
reader gets the scope of having a clear cut idea 
of Odisha as a whole from 1930 to 1961 (from 
the Civil Disobedience movement to Indo-China 
war). Besides the stream of freedom struggle his 
searching eye has not left the religious 
contemplation of Odisha during pre-independence 
period and that is beautifully narrated in those 
aforesaid three political novels along with the 
character novel Naham Tisthami Baikunthe 
which is solely based on Vaishnavism. But other 
three novels bear a mixed picture of religion and 
its impact on the society. 


During British rule in Odisha many 
changes have taken place in general life. Similarly 
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some important changes also occurred in the 
religious field. Rise and spread of Christianity, 
liking for Brahma Dharma, Crisis in Hinduism, the 
sincere attempt to bring back the Christian 
converted Odias to their original religion and to 
keep the glory of Vaishnavism intact are some of 
the important features of religion during freedom 
struggle. Those facts are narrated by Nitvananda 
Mohapatra nan artistic manner in his novels. 


Madan Pattanaik is a character of 
Nityananda‘s novel Hidamati, serves as a 
Daroga in British police. About him the novelist 
writes, “He has read English language and has 
close intimacy with the Christians, but does not 
venture to accept Christianity. By mixing with the 
Christians he feels nearer to Jesus Christ and as 
well as a fortunate one. From this narration it is 
well marked that many Odias are fascinated for 
the Christian religion and their western style of 
living. Simultaneously many traditional Hindus are 
against the religion, because it is always a difficult 
task to be out of the bondage of social custom 
and traditions. 


Madan Pattanaik, “Among the different 
religions of Hinduism he admires the Brahma 
Dharma. Being a Vaishnav he worships Brahma, 
and never finds any difference between Nama 
Samkirtan of Radha Krishna and Brahma 
Upasana (worship). The secular principle of 
Thakur Radha Krishna has impressed him 
deeply.” This is an example of popularity of 
Brahma dharma in Odisha. 


The then society was filled with a number 
of superstitions. To establish one’s religion on 
another has become a common trend. But the 
novelist has described a beautiful and novel theme 
of the eternal Hinduism associated with socialism 
and Indian culture. Hence, “Devotion for Hari 
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(Vishnu) is the mythic syllable of socialism. 
Without mental equalities the relation between 
equal and unequal is self defeated, Socialism 
without devotion of Vishnu is self-ism. There is 
not a single country in world that its socialism is 
equal to Indian socialism.” 


Nityananda has not forgotten to show 
the picture of the supremacy of the Brahmins in 
the society. Through one illiterate character 
“Balunga”’ he narrates, the disliking that 
developed against the Brahmins in the then 
society. 


Nitvananda has successfully pointed out 
the ugly practices of religious institutions and the 
unchaste character of the so called Sadhus 
(saints). Ratani is a female character of 
Nityanandass political novels. Through this 
character, the novelist has exposed the unhealthy 
practices of religious temples. Being harassed 
from all quarters, like some others she has been 
to sadhu baba to know about her husband’s exact 
date of return from Kolkata. Ratani is alone. It is 
midnight. There is a wrap of darkness over the 
mountain. The cave is empty. Ratani returns with 
a heavy heart being raped by a Chela (the 
disciple). This is an example among hundreds of 
cases of misconduct of the so called saints before 
independence. 


Nityananda and whole of his family are 
the followers of the Vaishnavism. He has accepted 
the Premabhakti or Raganuga Bhakti preached 
by Sri Chaitanya. Radha and Krishna are 
worshipped by the Vaishnavs. The novelist has 
written Naham Tishthami Baikunthe in the latter 
part of his life. The theme of the novel is the 
religious life of Haridas, initially known as Jaban 
Haridas, but due to deep faith in Radha Krishna 
and Premabhakti he becomes famous as a great 
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devotee Haridas. The poetic expression and 
flowery language have made the novel palatable 
reading. Odia literature still waits for another 
creation of this level. 


Jaban Haridas 1s the son of Khannaulla 
Kaji of aremote muffsil Benapole of undivided 
Bengal. But he has got saturation in the Vaishnav 
religion and becomes very nearer to Sri 
Chaitanya. Sri Chaitanya himself has blessed 
him and gave him the glory of Baikuntha (the 
abode of Vishnu). Now he is accepted as 
Brahma Hari Das. This is an example of secular 
feelings of the Vaishnavism. Simultaneously the 
novel gives importance to Bhakti Marg. The 
writer quotes the sermon of relation between a 
Bhakta (a devotee) and Bhagawan (the God) 
from the Bhagawat of Jagannath Das. Shree 
Krishna narrates before his best devotee 
Uddhaba, “My devotee is my friend, he makes 
world sacred, and for his foot dust I cover him 
from both sides.” That has become true in 
between Hari Das and Sri Chaitanya because 
Shri Gouranga and Lord Shree Jagannath both 
are inseparable and same. But their body is in 
two shapes, one movable and the other 
immovable. Hari Das by virtue of his deep faith 
in Sri Chaitanya 1s able to achieve salvation. He 
breathes his last at Puri. His dead body is in the 
lap of Chaitanya. The tears are rolling down from 
his cheeks. Amidst the utterance of Haribol Sri 
Gouranga 1s pouring the sacred sea water of the 
Bay of Bengal on the lifeless body of Hari Das. 
For the devotee Shree Vishnu himself is 
perplexed. Thus the life of Jaban Haridas 
becomes virtuous one. God is the real friend of 
the devotee. This is an eternal relationship 
between the Atma (the soul) and the Paramatma 
(the supreme spirit). 
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Despite ups and downs, Vaishnabism 
has never lost its glory in Odisha. Some have been 
fascinated by Christianity. But the followers of 
Vaishnavism believe that the ultimate aim of life 
is, “Harernam-Harernam, Hare Namaiba 
Kebalam, Kalau Nastaib Nasteib Gatir 
Nyatha” and nothing else. 


Nityananda is socially conscious and is 
an artistic painter of the life trend. Initiation is the 
main aspect of his creations. He is a true social 
reformer. Through the eternal values, he seeks 
the salvation of human soul. Progress 1s the outer 
shape of his novels but the inner spirit is the 
Upanishad, the Veda and the Bhagabat. The 
writer 1s always in search of perpetual peace and 
that is the main focus of his creations. Peace can 
be achieved through peaceful and sacred living 
and the key factor is nothing but religion. Therefore 
Nityananda has given a sermon of religious 
secularism in his novels. 


Nityananda Mohapatra is an emperor 
of the world of Political novels. His masterpiece 
is Hidamati, but Gharadiha has won the Kendra 
Sahitya Academi Award and Naham Tisthhami 
Baikunthe won the Odisha Sahitya Academi 
Award. A nice description of religious 
contemplation in his novels touches the hearts 
of thousands. It is worth mentionable that an 
award of any kind is really meaningless for 
the great freedom fighter and novelist 
Nityananda. Undoubtedly, any adjective of 
praise loses its glamour before the name of 
Nityananda Mohapatra. Odia literature owes 
a lot to this great litterateur. 


Dr. Sarbeswar Sena, At/PO-Purushottampur, 
Kendrapara-754223, Mob- 9437088039. 
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An Unsung Hero of the 
Sepoy Revolution of 1857 


The 75th Independence Day was celebrated 
across the country, as usual, with a lot of fanfare 
and jubilation. Celebs, intellectuals and political 
leaders discussed a lot basing their knowledge 
on the history of Indian Independence, throwing 
light on the glorious sacrifices of 
our freedom fighters. From the 
Parala Movement to the Paika 
Movement, from the Sepoy 
Mutiny of 1857 to the Quit India 
Movement of 1942, nothing was 
spared. The stalwarts of the 
struggle for India’s freedom were 
duly remembered and honoured. 
This is something very good and 
most welcome, because it fosters 
and strengthens the feelings of 
oneness and unity amongst the 
masses of India. 


Topics covered the same well-known 
freedom fighters. There are still a number of 
freedom fighters in different parts of the country 
who have not yet come to the notice of historians 
and researchers. Their contributions and sacrifices 
are yet to be recognised and commemorated. One 
such towering figure is Shruti Biswal from Odisha. 


The people of India had started this 
nationwide movement to drive away the British 
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from the country one hundred and sixty- five years 
ago. While making desperate efforts to acquire 
illegally the zamindaris or the land ownership 
systems and governance of the then kingdoms and 
princely states of the country, the British had to 
__ face a lot of strong opposition 
from the people everywhere in 
the country. Similarly, the Indian 
soldiers in the British army refused 
to tear the cartridges, when news 
spread they were purposely 
made from fats of cows and pigs 
which they argued were 
_ designed to pollute them and their 
\ religion. In the West Begal of 
, those days, Mangal Pandey was 
: \4 the first Sepoy and rebel from the 
Barrackpur Cantonment who 
openly challenged the authorities with a summary 
refusal to use their teeth to tear the cartridges. 
Following this, there were the kings and the 
princes who were trying their utmost to prevent 
the annexation of their kingdoms into the British 
empire 1n India. 


- ~~ 


Ramakrushna Samantasinghara and the 
likes of him who hailed from the well-known family 
of the illustrious Odia poet Abhimanyu 
Samantasinghara offered stiffand strong resistance 
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to the rapacious British authorities. The British 
government arrested the kings and either kept 
them in prisons or sent them to the infamous cellular 
jail in the Andaman, which is known nationally as 
“kala paani” comeuppance or punishment. 
Ramakrushna Samantasinghara had been given 
the “kala paan1” sentence. 


Although Ramakrushna was arrested by 
the British authorities, the then fierce opposition 
had not stopped. Ramakrushna’s staunch follower 
Shruti Biswal of Chattis Debil continued the 
movement secretly. He instigated the masses 
against the British. He went from village to village 
explaining to the people how the British were 
looting them and their country. Shruti Biswal was 
himself a tall and robust man. He used tall stilts to 
cross ditches, muddy roads, and uneven thorny 
paths which the British Sepoys found inaccessible. 
He stilted through forested pathways commonly 
considered unsafe for his own safety and security. 
He prevailed upon the people not to oblige the 
British government which fleeced the peasants in 
the form of heavy taxation. His influence was great 
in the areas between Jajpur Sub-Division and in 
the mahakuma area of Cuttack District. He 
convened large gatherings of people from the 
washed regions on the banks of the river Kani 
and the Kharasrota. When the Sepoys of the 
British came to catch and arrest him, he stilted 
out of their sight far away at breakneck speed. 


Shruti Biswal was born in the village of 
Debil on 14 February, 1806. Even now his 
descendants are living there. Shruti Biswal 
participated in the rebellion which Ramakrushna 
had started against the imposition of increased 
taxation by the British government on the poor 
peasants. 
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As the people launched armed rebellion 
against British, under the able leadership of 
Ramakrushna, the government adopted 
repressive measures and turned revengeful to 
crush the rebellion with an iron hand. So the 
government had confiscated Ramakrushna’s 
property after he was arrested. Later, on account 
of the British Queen’s pardon of political 
offenders in India, most of the political offenders 
were released from jail and got back their seized 
property from the government. However, when 
the rebellion against the British was going on, 
attempts to oppose them were also going on. Shruti 
Biswal had made attacks on the government 
treasury building located at Jajpur. There he had 
to fight hard with the police in charge of guarding 
the treasury house. After this incident, the British 
devised desparate attempts to apprehend Shruti. 
With this intent, once two policemen came to a 
village getting news of Shruti halting there. When 
the Sepoy were trying to overpower him, he 
squeezed them so hard under his powerful arms 
that they suffocated to death. 


When the news of their deaths reached 
the authorities, the British grew savagely cruel and 
indignant. Then they spread the net of trickery to 
arrest him. They succeeded in their vile attempt 
and brought Shruti to Cuttack. Many false 
accusations were brought against him. He was 
detained in Cuttack for 13 days, and was finally 
brought to his native village near Balia. Shruti was 
hanged to death in public as a warning to the 
people not to rise against the British. He was 
hanged on the last day of the Raja Festival in an 
open playground on 17 June, 1858. 


Even today people there refrain from 
observing the last day of the 3-day long festival. 
The police and the district administration had 
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retained his name as that of a criminal in the 
government records. The playground where Shruti 
was hanged even now exists as the “execution 
ground.” On the 17th June of the current year, a 
large number of people had gathered there to take 
part in a big programme. They recollected and 
discussed the glory and greatness of Shruti Biswal 
as a front-rank freedom-fighter from Odisha. 


Satyabhama Mayjhi, after visiting the 
family of the great freedom fighter, has produced 
an oil painting depicting the sight of the hanging. 
But not in the history textbooks, nor in any 
Freedom Movement literature of India, Shruti and 
his sacrifices do find any mention. If people of 
the country, and the students in our schools and 
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colleges do not know about all the self-sacrificing 
freedom fighters of our country, they cannot 
conceive a full and perfect picture of the Indian 
struggle for freedom. The state and the central 
government, the writers, intellectuals, historians 
and scholars of India have the sole and primary 
responsibility to bring to the notice of the general 
public in India the glories of the unsung heroes of 
the country. Many of them are still in obscurity. 
In the present day society, there is an inevitable 
necessity for the youngsters and the youth to 
emulate the ideas and examples of our heroes to 
build a strong Indian nation. History alone 
generates patriotism and national unity. It is high 
time we make sincere efforts to retrieve and retain 
our glorious past. 
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Salt Movement in Coastal Odisha 


Odisha played an important role in the fight against 
British rule in India. The people of India were 
united at the call of Mahatma Gandhi and joined 
the freedom movement. Mahatma Gandhi 
popularly known as Bapu led the Salt Satyagrah 
throughout the country and launched Dandi Yatra 
to break the draconian salt law. Similarly in 
Odisha Dr Harekrushna Mahtab led the Salt 
Satyagrah and under his able guidance the people 
of Odisha especially coastal Odisha 
wholeheartedly jumped into the movement against 
Salt Act, which was primarily designed to deprive 
people of India of their right over manufacture of 
salt from sea-water. When salt law was 
implemented in India, the people of India 
vehemently opposed it giving vent to their anger 
and protest against it. Several public meetings and 
hartals were organised in India under the 
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. The agitation 
spread everywhere in India like wild-fire. The 
British rulers took up repressive measures to 
supress the agitation. 


The people of Odisha really played vital 
role in Salt Movement. Dr H.K. Mahtab 
spearheaded the salt agitation and people of 
Odisha showed their exemplary valour and 
courage in participating in the salt satyagrah. The 
coastal Odisha was abuzz with the agitational 


Dr. Dinabandhu Moharana 


activities. People irrespective of age and sex joined 
the movement. The undivided districts like 
Balasore, Ganjam, Puri and Cuttack were 
spotted for carrying the salt movement forward 
as the people of the coastal villages of those 
districts were familiar with preparing salt from salt 
earth plentily available on the sea-coast and tidal 
rivers. Therefore, the participation of coastal 
villagers en masse gave the salt movement a new 
dimension. The history of salt movement tn India 
is most eventful in which Odisha occupied 
important place having 480kms stretch of 
coastline. 


In 1920s a new wave of nationalism 
swept across the whole of India, after the 
emergence of Gandhi as the leader of the Indian 
National Congress. Under the leadership of Pandit 
Gopabandhu Das, the Odia people joined the 
national mainstream. The Utkal Pradesh Congress 
Committee was formed under his leadership in 
1921. He preached the message of the Non 
Cooperation movement in Odisha. Gandhij’s visit 
to Odisha in 1920 gave tremendous fillip to the 
Congress movement in Odisha. The Utkal 
Provincial Congress Committee took up the 
NonCooperation programme successfully. 


The historic Civil Disobedience 
Movement was promulgated by Gandhiyji in the 
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historic Lahore Session of the Indian National 
Congress. Breaking of Salt Law was taken up as 
the first phase of the Civil Disobedience 
Movement. The Salt Satyagraha Movement was 
launched in Odisha under the able leadership of 
H.K. Mahtab, the President of Utkal Pradesh 
Congress Committee in 1930. In Odisha the only 
subsidiary industry to agriculture had been salt 
industry due to its vast coastline. With the advent 
of East India Company, the manufacture of salt 
was banned in India. In 1860 there had been a 
revolt in the coastal districts of Odisha against 
imposition of salt tax. Gopabandhu Choudhury 
was elected as the leader of the Civil Disobedience 
Movement in Odisha. The people of coastal 
Odisha were financially hard hit due to the 
operation of the Salt Law. So he thought that 
some steps should be taken for the redressal of 
their financial sufferings. The members of Utkal 
Pradesh Congress Committee decided on 
‘Inchudi’ in undivided Balasore district to be the 
right venue of salt satyagraha. On 6th April 1930, 
Gopabandhu Chaudhury and Acharya Harihar 
Das led the first batch of 21 volunteers from 
Swaraj Ashram, Cuttack to Inchudi on foot. On 
9th April Gopabandhu Choudhury was arrested 
at Chandol. Now the batch was piloted by 
Achraya Harihar Das. The Satyagraha reached 
Balasore on 12 April. On the way to Inchudi they 
were showered with flowers and greeted with 
conch sound by women. 


On 13th April Acharya Harihar with his 
followers picked up some Salt earth and broke 
the salt law. He was arrested and Satyagrahis from 
other places of Odisha in five phases also broke 
the Salt Law at Inchudi. They were Lauha 
Stambha Bahini of Puri, Ganjam Bahini of 
Ganjam, Sambalpur Bahini of Sambalpur and 
Odisha Gujrati Bahini. Police lathicharged the 
Satyagrahis at Sundari Chhak, Jamkunda 1n north 
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Balasore which became another centre of Salt 
Satyagraha. On 20 April 1930, villagers of Sartha 
broke the salt law under the leadership of 
Karunakar Panigrahi, Biswanath Das, Nilambar 
Das, Mathuri Behera and Bhagabat Sahoo. 
People broke Salt Law at Rasulpur Sri Jang, 
Bardhan Pur, Bhimpur, Tundra, Kuanrpur, Ratai, 
Parikhi, Kheranga, Gudi, Rajabala, Salgaon, 
Mandari, Eram, Chudamani, Bideipur, Boita, 
Brahmapur, Panchapur and Atalabad. Thus 22 
places of Balasore District became the centres of 
Salt Satyagrah. 


The undivided Cuttack district (present 
Jagatsinghpur) played a spectacular role in 
carrying up the mission of Salt Satyagrah. The 
places like Kujang, Chatua, Nuagaon, Bhotadia, 
Jatadhar, Erasama, Goda, Gada Harishpur, 
Ambiki, Bandar, Siha and many others in 
Jagatsinghpur district were chosen for picking up 
salt earth by the Satyagrahis. Siha, Chatua and 
Paradeep Garh where three main centres here 
people secretly assembled to discuss about the 
Salt Act. Bedi Math in Chatua was considered a 
secret asylum for the Satyagrahis, where the 
leaders used to visit those places to persuade the 
villagers to join salt movement. They prepared 
blue-print of breaking salt law there and faced 
the wrath of British agents, who perpetrated 
atrocities on the Satyagrahis there. The most 
curious and distinct feature of this movement was 
the women’s participation in large scale. Under 
the leadership of Rani Pravabati Pata Mahadei, 
the queen of Kujang, hundreds of women of 
Kaliapata and the adjoining fishing villages joined 
the Salt Movement and proceeded en masse to 
the seashore to pick-up the salt earth. They were 
held and arrested by the British police and agents. 
The participation of women of Kujanga was a 
rare phenomenon in the history of Salt Movement 
in India. 


ISSN 0970-8669 


As per the decision of the Utkal Pradesh 
Congress Committee Narayan Birabara Samanta 
took the leadership of Salt Satyagraha at Kujung. 
He was greatly supported by Ramadevi, Malati 
Devi, Sarat Ch. Das, Narayan Patra, Natu 
Mohanty, Maheswar Pradhan and Raghunath 
Satpathy. Besides Kujang many other places in 
the district of Jagatsinghpur also successfully 
conducted Salt Satyagraha. Nilakantha Das, 
Jagannath Rath and Govind Das toured 
Satyabadi, Astarang, Chabiskud and Marichpur 
in Puri district to mobilize people for Salt 
Satyagraha. A meeting was organized at 
Praharajpur where Balabhadra Mohapatra, 
Narayan Mishra and Ramaranjan Mohanty 
appealed the people to manufacture salt. Regular 
salt campaign began on 22nd May 1930 in 
different places such as Astarang, Latra, 
Singheswari, Khandasahi, Mandakini Khudi and 
Olanger police arrested Purusottom Jagannath 
Rath, Basu Sahu, and Divyasingha Mohanty for 
carrying contraband Salt. Nilakantha Das was 
arrested on 30th May 1930 at Sakhigopal. In the 
district of Ganjam both Odia and Telugu 
Satyagrahis formed their own groups under the 
leadership of Niranjan Patnaik, Biswanath Das 
and Ramlingam Pantulu and Master Sanaya 
respectively. On 7th May, 1980, Satyagrahis 
broke the salt law at Ganjam. Swadeshi Salt was 
produced at Huma. Apart from Niranjan Patnaik, 
Biswanath Das, Sarala Devi, Sashi Bhusan Rath, 
Dibakar Patnaik and Narsingha Sahu took active 
part in the Salt Satyagraha of Ganjam district. 


Under the leadership of Radha Krushna 
Biswasray volunteers from Koraput district also 
joined the campaign. Despite the flood of arrests 
and police repressions, the movement gathered 
more and more momentum. For the first time, 
women participation in a movement was very 
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large. Everyday large number of people poured 
into the coastal villages to join the Satyagraha 
showing complete disregard to police reprisal and 
willingly courted arrest for manufacturing salt and 
carrying to market for sale. 


One of the striking features of this 
movement in Odisha was the participation of 
women. Srimati Malati Devi, Rama Devi and 
Annapurna Devi came forward to mobilize 
women. Another feature of this movement was 
the participation of a large number of students. 
The children volunteers or “Monkey Brigade” also 
played a vital role in the movement. The movement 
was suspended after the Gandhi-Irwin Pact of 
1931. At the Karachi Session of the Indian 
National Congress, Odisha was given the credit 
of being second in India in conducting Salt 
Satyagraha. 


Many freedom fighters of Odisha were 
imprisoned and tortured by the British agents and 
rulers for taking part in the Salt Movement. Thus 
Odisha played a pivotal role in the freedom 
struggle, broke salt law and people courted 
arrests. The patriotic fervour swept across the 
state. Inspired by the leaders, students left schools 
and colleges spontaneously, formed Banar Sena 
(Monkey Brigade) and joined the movement. The 
participation of women in the Salt Satyagrah 
encouraged the freedom fighters to step up their 
agitation against Salt Law which caught the sight 
of the national leaders who praised the women 
activists for strengthening the Salt Satyagrah 
movement in India. 


Dr. Dinabandhu Moharana, Odisha Ayurved 
Seva Sadan, Room No-111, OMP Square, Municipality 
Market, Cuttack-3, Mob: 9437043003. 
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Prof. Pranakrushna Parija : Our Inspiration 


As we all know, science is the pursuit and 
application of knowledge gathered from 
information. It 1s the understanding of the natural 
world following a systematic methodology. The 
scientific and rational attitude is the basis of all 
inventions and discoveries. By 
using science, human civilisation 
has succeeded in almost all 
spheres of life like farming, 
education, health care, 
communication etc. But science 
is incomplete without scientific 
mission and vision. Thus, 
development of scientific 
temperament is essential for 
making a progressive society free 
from all kinds of superstitions. 
Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime 
Minister of Independent India 
once expressed in ‘The 
Discovery of India’, “Scientific 
temper is a way of life; an individual and social 
process of thinking and acting which uses a 
scientific method which may include questioning, 
observing reality, testing, hypothesising, analysing 
and communicating”’. India preaches science to 
find better ways for sustainable living of all. Indian 
scientists have immensely contributed for 
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understanding of the natural processes happening 
around the world and have developed 
technologies that brought revolutionary changes. 
Now, when we are celebrating ‘Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav’ to commemorate 75 years of free 
India, it is important to remember 
them who have been instrumental 
in bringing India so far. In this 
regard, knowledge about life and 
work of a legendary figure like 
Late Prof. Pranakrushna Paria 
will ignite young minds for new 
inventions and discoveries. The 
science of plant kingdom has 
been primarily studied by this 
Odia scientist Prof. Parija. He 
was a Scientist as well as 
educationist of great repute and 
has been revered as one of the 
eminent botanists of the world. 


Early life and education 


He was born on |* April, 1891 at the 
village Ichhapur under Balikuda tn Jagatsinghpur 
district of Odisha. He completed his primary 
education at Balikuda Middle English School and 
matriculated from Ravenshaw Collegiate School, 
Cuttack in 1909. Then, he completed his I.Sc 
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from Ravenshaw College. He did his graduation 
in Presidency College under Kolkata University 
with honours in Mathematics in the year 1919. 
At that time, when students are not interested in 
the subject Botany, he started studying plants, their 
structures and properties. Therefore, he studied 
Botany as his postgraduate subject with a 
scholarship at Cambridge University, London. 


Research Works 


In Cambridge University, Prof. Pariya 
was working under the guidance of Late Prof. 
F.F Blackman. There, he got opportunity to 
publish a paper about ‘respiration of plants’ in 
the journal namely, ‘Proceedings of the Royal 
Society’ which brought him international fame. His 
research was based on respiratory regulation in 
ripening apples. This work led to Blackman-Parija 
theory. He practised science of utility through his 
research works like, procedure of fruit 
preservation, induction of flood resistance in plants 
and the survey of algal flora for their mass culture. 
His research interest also includes ecological 
studies of environment, experimental plant 
morphology, weed physiology (especially aquatic 
weeds like Water hyacinth). 


Literary Creations 


Prof. Parija always put efforts to make 
people interested in science education. Many of 
his essays on science were published in eminent 
magazines like Utkal Sahitya, Mukur, Sahakar and 
Alok. He had published a book titled ‘Mo 
Chhatra Jeevana’ in 1984 sharing experiences of 
his student life. Another book named 
‘Akinchanara Jeevana Smruti’ is an autobiography 
of Prof: Parija, explaining his struggles as well as 
suCCeSS. 
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Professional life and Contributions 


Prof. Parija was appointed as Principal 
of Ravenshaw College, Cuttack in the year 1938. 
He took the initiative to open bachelor’s degree 
course in Botany in the college and it became 
successful in 1942. In 1943, he was appointed 
as Vice Chancellor of newly formed first 
University of Odisha - Utkal University. His 
discipline and determination gave a positive 
direction to the working of the university. Next, 
he became Director of state Department of 
Agriculture in 1945. His wide knowledge gained 
from various sources helped in improving 
techniques and products of agriculture. He was 
also assigned the post of Pro-Vice Chancellor of 
Banaras Hindu University (BHU) in 1949 and 
Pro-Chancellor of Utkal University in 1951. 
Prof. Parija’s contributions have not stopped 
there. 


With his analytical mind and for serving 
greater interests of public, he entered the Odisha 
Legislative Assembly in 1952 being elected from 
the Balikuda Constituency as an independent 
member. Looking upon his dedication towards 
welfare of the society and outspoken views, it is 
not inappropriate to designate him as ‘statesman’. 


Awards and Recognitions 


In his college days, Prof. Parija got the 
‘Fearnsides Scholarship’ (1918) from Christ’s 
College, Cambridge for research work. From 
there, his journey of research started which had 
brought glorious success in the field of Botany. 
He was honoured with D.Sc. by the University 
of Patna, Utkal University, Sambalpur University, 
Odisha University of Agriculture and Technology 
(OUAT) and Sri Venkateswara University, 
Tirupati. At the national level, he served as the 
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President of the Indian Botanical Society (IBS) 
for the year 1930. He was honoured by the Order 
of the British Empire (OBE) in 1944. In 1946, 
the library of Utkal University was established and 
named as ‘Parija Library’. This was a tribute for 
his great deeds towards betterment of students 
of Odisha. 


For his outstanding contributions in the 
field of Science, Prof. Parija was awarded with 
‘Padma Bhushan’ in 1955 by the Central 
Government. He became the President of Indian 
Science Congress for the year 1960. At his 
initiatives, Cuttack was fortunate enough to get a 
chance to organise the historic session of the 49" 
Indian Science Congress in 1962. 


Initiatives for New Odisha 


The time of Amrit Kaal (Celebrating 75 
years of Independence), is definitely one of the 
right opportunities to discuss contributions of Prof. 
Parija which are vital in India’s growth story. He 
was a person of words and values. The attitude 
of discipline and determination had always 
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reflected in his daily life being a teacher, research 
scholar, administrative head and a statesman. His 
entire life is dedicated to the cause of science and 
society. Although he had passed away on 2 June, 
1978, he is still alive in our hearts for all his selfless 
deeds. 


Being a research scholar of the 
Department of Botany and Biotechnology in 
Ravenshaw University, his life and contributions 
have always inspired me to think rationally and 
work dedicatedly for better academic 
performance. Since youth is the critical stage for 
development and play key role in socio-economic 
change and technological innovation; presently, 
our collective efforts are needed to build a new 
and modern Odisha. 


Srushti Prajna Mohanty, Research Scholar, Department 
of Botany, Ravenshaw University, Cuttack-753003, 
E-mail : srushtibotany@ravenshawuniversity.ac.in. 
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The Gonds and their Tradition of Resource 
Conservation : An Anthropological Note 


The tribal people have always kept a self and 
separate identity, lifestyle, love for freedom, own 
mode of production, communal property 
ownership, unique ecological setting, language and 
cultural distinctiveness and a distinguish fabric of 
ethnic paradigm in the society as a whole (Nayak, 
2016:38). 


The Gond is the most predominant tribal 
community of India who retain their social identity 
in the kaleidoscopic and dynamic socio-cultural 
scenario by keeping cultural heterogeneity. They 
are the largest tribe in the country and are believed 
to belong to Dravidian stock. They have been 
specified as the Scheduled Tribe (ST) in the states 
of Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Bihar, Gujarat, Karnataka, Odisha 
and West Bengal. According to Indian Census 
the total population of Gonds was 51.54 lakhs 
which went up to 74.48 Lakhs as per 1981 
Census (Verma, 1995:5). 


There is, however no district or state 
situated in Central India which does not contain 
some Gonds and it is both on account of their 
number and the fact that Gond dynastics possess 
a great part of its area that the territory of former 
central provinces was formally known as 
“Gondwana” or the country of Gonds. In Odisha 
the population of the Gonds according to 2011 
Census was 888581 and they constituted 9.26 
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per cent of the total tribal population of the state. 
Next to Kondhs, Gonds are the numerically 
largest tribal community found in the State (Census 
of India,2011). 


Demographic Features and Distribution 
of Gonds: 


The Gonds have been enumerated in 
Indian Census 1961 as Gond and Gondo where 
their number in Odisha was 445705 and in 1971 
it was 499267. In 1981 Census their number was 
602749 and in 1991 it was 701139. In 2001 
Census they have been enumerated as Gond etc. 
and their number was 782104. 


But interestingly Gonds have been 
enumerated in 2011 Census as Gond, Gondo, 
Raj Gond, Maria Gond and Dhur Gond and their 
number was 888581. Numerically the Gonds have 
occupied the second largest community in all 
decennial Census since 1961-2011. The per cent 
of population of Gond tribe to total Schedule Tribe 
population, of Odisha was 10.55 per cent in 1961, 
9.84 per cent in 1971, 10.19 per cent in 1981, 
9.97 per cent in 1991, 9.60 per cent in 2001 and 
9.26 percent in last 2011 Census. Growth rate of 
Gonds from 1961-71 was 12.02, 20.73 from 
1971-1981, 16.32 in 1981-1991, 11.55 during 
1991-2001 and it was 13.61 from 2001-2011 
(Census of India, 2011). 


JULY - AUGUST - 2023 


Odisha Review 


Sex ratio of Gonds was in 1969-1011, 
1019 during 1971,1021 during 1981,1001 during 
1991,1005 in 2001 and it was 1026 in 2011 
Census. Their literacy rate in 1981 was 21.02 
per cent, in 1991 Census the literacy had 
increased to 24.2 per cent and during 2001 
Census it was found 46.96 per cent and during 
2011 Census it has been found 59.65 per cent. 
Gender wise their female literacy during 2001 
Census was 30.81 per cent in Odisha and it was 
48.03 per cent during last decennial 2011 Census 
(Census of India, 2001; 2011). 


In census definition the work participation 
rate of Gond tribe in Odisha was 51.04 per cent 
in 1961, 31.94 per cent in 1971, 46.75 per cent 
during 1981, 48.26 per cent 1991, 49.38 per 
cent in 2001 and during 2011 Census it was found 
51.48 per cent (Census of India,1961; 1971; 
1981; 1991; 2001; 2011). 


During last 2011 Census 32878 numbers 
of Gond population have been enumerated in 
Bargarh District. In Jharsuguda their number was 
46118, in Sambalpur 54916, in Debgarh 15718, 
in Sundargarh it was 55349, in Kendujhar it was 
81324, in Mayurbhanj-31118, in Balasore 109, 
in Bhadrak 119, in Kendrapara 08, in 
Jagatsinghpur 101, in Cuttack 634, in Jajpur 
364,in Dhenkanal 10114, in Angul 29400,in 
Nayagarh 420,1in Khordha 1307, in Puri 108, in 
Ganjam 323, in Gajapati 36, in Kandhamal 
12048, in Boudh 4941, in Subarnapur 10554, in 
Balangir 108844, in Nuapada 133912, in 
Kalahandi 94611, in Rayagada 266, in 
Nabarangpur 167761, in Koraput 702 and in 
Malkangiri it was 1375 (Census of India,2011). 


Methods of Study: 


An Anthropological field work had been 
carried out in the Jetpur village of Mahaling Gram 
Panchayat of Kalahandi District of Odisha. To 
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collect the ethnographic data and their tradition 
of resource conservation interview, Group 
Discussion (GD), observation and case study 
methods have been implemented. Our 
respondents were adult members of the 
community which include both male and female 
respondents. Our key informants were The 
Jhankar, head man of the village, young group 
leaders and elderly members of the Gond 
community of the village. The in-depth interviews 
were conducted with semi structured interview 
schedule and Group Discussion(GD) as well as 
Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) were carried 
out with checklist and without tape recorder. The 
information were recorded in script in original 
language of the community and later on translated 
in to English. Both quasi- participant and non- 
participant observation methods have been 
adopted during the present study (Pelto and Pelto, 
1978). The qualitative data of field work and 
quantitative data of census records have been 
analyzed by using simple statistics. 


Major Findings on Gonds and Their 
Tradition of Resource Conservation: 


a-The Gonds: 


The generic term Gond encompasses 
several endogamous and linguistically distinct 
social groups. The Gonds of the sample area 
believed that the word Gond 1s closely related to 
the Gonduki Asura. 


The first man of the world created by 
Adimata and Nirakara Chaturbhuja killed 
Gonduki Asura and become Gond 1n this mortal 
earth. They believed that from that Gond man 
(First man) six kulas originated namely as San, 
Suraj, Gang, Gagarang, Jadu and Kadam. The 
six kulas have six distinct clans ( totems ) 1.e Nitam, 
Markam, Jagat, Anti, Sari and Purti. These clans/ 
totems are exogamous by nature. The aforesaid 
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totems are Kachhapa (Tortoise, Kachuga 
tectum), Palasa (Butea monosperma), Anti 
(Goat), Sari(Tiger) etc. According to the 
mythological stories of these people from the 
above mentioned six kulas 36 castes like Kulta, 
Gond, Ghasi, Ganda, Chamar, Dumbal and 
Sundhi etc. came in to being. Taking account in 
to the pollution and purity concept Gonds classify 
themselves into four types. These four 
endogamous types are (1) Raj Gonds or Adya 
Gonds (2) Dhuli Gonds (Gonds of Kalahandi 
region) (3) Lege Gonds (Lege speaking Gonds 
of Chhatisgarh area (4) Laria Gonds (Laria 
speaking Gonds). 


The term "Raj Gond" is considered to 
have been derived from the princely status that 
the Gonds enjoyed for a long years as rulers and 
chieftains of the famous Gondwana with Chanda 
and the principal seat of Gond rule and 
Manikgarh, Sirpur, Utnoor as Vassals where the 
ruined roots today stands witness to the once 
flourished Gond rule. The term Raj Gond is also 
activated to racial admixture due to the impact of 
the Rajpoot rulers who even had marital 
relationships with the Gonds, who immigrated to 
the tracks between the eleventh and fifteenth 
centuries (Mohapatra, 1990:108). The Raj Gond 
people claim themselves as more pure in 
comparison to the other three types of Gonds. 
They observe pollution during the period of 
mensuration of females and observance of this 
pollution-purity phenomenon has been taken as 
yardstick to classify four types of Gonds 
hierarchically. 


The Gonds of Kalahandi speak the local 
language of Kalahandi and utter it as “Kalahandi 
Bhasha”. The Gonds depend on agro-forest 
economy. Majority of them depend upon settled 
agriculture for their livelihood. The eminence of 
hunting gathering practice 1s quite tangible even 
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today. The main occupations of the people include 
agriculture, picking of minor forest produce, 
working as labourers on farms of in forest and 
minor occupation like goat rearing, cattle rearing, 
pollutry, broom making, and leaf cup plate selling 
etc. are putative. Taking account in to the dynamic 
occupation and economic condition, the Gond 
people have a proverb that: 


“ Kete bele Gond patar bikata 
Kete bele Gond chhatar teka”’ 


That means sometime a Gond 1s a leaf 
seller and sometime he is a king. 


For birth, name giving, puberty, marriage 
and death there are elaborate rituals with 
celebration, offering to Gods accompanied with 
feast, drinking of liquor, singing and dancing 
(Deogaonkar, 1994:165). 


b-Tradition of Resource Conservation: 


Tribes always live/lived close to nature 
that necessitated a close interaction between the 
two. They seem to have accorded a socio-cultural 
position to various elements of nature and 
interacted with them in that perspective. The tribal 
acknowledge the gifts they receipt from nature 
and worship it through its various manifestations, 
like the plants, animals, natural objects. etc. The 
things are seen not as objects but as persons who 
are considered as fellow beings. They rarely 
injured, kill or destroy their totemic objects and 
always feel at home to identify themselves with 
plants, animals, birds, fishes, reptiles, natural 
objects etc. of their neighborhood, so much so 
that their class is named after these natural objects. 
Sometimes totemic emblems are worn as charms 
and even tattooed on the body. Ceremonies are 
performed to ensure the increase of totemic 
species. Substantial part of the oral traditions- 
myths, legends, folktales and folklores etc. reaffirm 
the concern of the tribe to conserve the natural 
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resources of its neighborhood (Ratha & Behera, 
1990:247). 


The forest provided them not only with 
their basic requirements of their foods, fuel and 
fodder but also their recreational, religious, social 
and cultural links. Because of all these needs were 
met by their immediate surroundings the forest 
dwellers developed a vested interest in its 
preservation. This symbiotic relationship and the 
interdependence that developed, may be called 
“constructive dependence” (Fernandes, Menon 
and Vegas, 1988:186). 


The tribal distinct lifestyle, religio-cultural 
practices and tradition highlight the importance 
of natural resources. Realizing its importance, the 
tribe maintains symbiotic relationship with the 
forest. The surrounding vegetation and fauna not 
only play a pivotal role for their survival but also 
these biotic and abiotic components of the 
ecosystem have a psychological attachment with 
the tribals (Nayak & Behera, 1996:9). 


Nature worship is a part of Indian culture 
and Gonds are no exception to it. Starting from 
the Vedic times, nature worship has been an 
important aspect of Indian civilization. Starting 
with a holistic approach to nature worship in the 
present day Hindu society, it has come down to 
specific trees such as Peepal ( Ficus religiosa) 
and Bara (Ficus bengalensis) (Ramkrishna, 
1995:14) (Quoted by Nayak, 2016:45). 


So far tribes and forest relationship is 
concerned the tribals do not commercialize forest 
products, rather they make use of the minor forest 
produce for their domestic components, when 
their outsiders demand they are compelled to sell 
some of produce to them. The minor produce 
include forest product other than food-grain, 
Kendu leaf, Mahua flowers and seeds, Saal 
seeds, gum, lac, wild fruits and flowers. They also 
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collect dead wood for fuel and implements. 
Forest is food bank for them and also it is a nursery 
bed where tribals bloom and breed 
(Srivastava, 1984:321).Their interaction with the 
environment is expressed in two different ways 
adaptation to and changing of a given 
environment. These tribal people of India have 
got a heterogeneous cultural pattern and varied 
economic conditions and activities. Largely 
conditions by ecological settings and ethnic 
environments (Reddy,1991:611). 


Gonds of the study area worship trees 
like Bel (Aegle marmelos).They think that Bel 
tree 1s the sacred tree where Lord Shiva settles. 
Trees like Peepal ( Ficus religiosa), Bara (Ficus 
bengalensis), Mahula (Madhuka latifolia), Char 
(Buchanania lanzam), Mango (Mangifera 
indica), Bija (Pherocarpus marsupium) are 
treated as holy trees among the community and 
they keep their deities under these trees and 
worship those trees. Trees like Khaesh, Dhaman 
(Grewaia tiliaefolia), Palsa (Butea 
monosperma)are forbidden to cut. They try to 
protect these trees keeping a special 
psychological attachment with them. The Gond 
people never use the wood of Neem 
(Azadirachta indica), Peepal (Ficus religiosa), 
Dumer (Ficus glomerate) and Khaesh etc. as 
fire wood. They believe that their Gods and 
Goddesses may leave their habitat in the smoke 
of these fire woods. Paying deep respect to their 
totems, different totemastic groups never kill that 
totemic object like Monkey (Semnpitoecus 
entellus), Godhi (Varanus monitor) and tiger 
(Panthera tigris) etc. Besides these the Gond 
women never kill any wild animals and male 
members also never hunt any wild animal in 
breeding season. Further, they believe that spirits 
are residing in different trees and they hesitate to 
fell down those trees. 
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Conclusion: 


The Gonds are numerically dominant tribal 
group of Odisha. When we are thinking about 
development programs of the tribal community in 
general and Gonds in particular their social, 
demographic and sociocultural data should be 
utilized to draw plausible panacea to address the 
problems of the concerned community. The rich 
tradition of Gond people related to resource 
conservation may be utilized as a tool of constraints 
for the process of deforestation. Their traditional 
beliefs and faith interwoven with forest may be 
utilized for conservation of forest, afforestation 
and wild life preservation in general and 
development of the community in particular. Our 
planning and programmes should be culture centric 
and our objectives of planning should be based 
upon demographic indicators to bring better 
quality of life among the aboriginal people of the 
state as well as the country as a whole. 
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Paika Rebellion and Ghumusara 


In 1600 AD, Sir Thomas Roe came to India and 
attended the palace of Jahangir. He requested the 
emperor to permit doing business in Kolkata. 
Emperor Jahangir permitted Sir Thomas Roe and 
the British to start their business in the name of 
East India Company. 


There was a cold war between the French 
and British. In 1753 AD, Krishna Bhanja, Raja 
of Ghumusara fought with French’ Lieutenant D. 
Bushy. At that time, the British helped Raja 
Krishna Bhanja in disguise to defeat the French 
army. Ekadashi Nayak alias Sangram Singh? was 
the chief commander of the army of Raja Krishna 
Bhanja. He united the people of the Paika 
community of Ghumusara and led the troops at 
the front of the battle. The force of Ghumusara 
met the French in a forest of Bishnu Chakra 
village. The French strength surrendered before 
Sangram Singh. 


The Bnitish officers started their diplomacy 
against the Ghumusara estate. Raja Krishna 
Bhanja was not happy with the British people.’ 
The British made a plan to attack Kulada fort of 
Ghumusara estate suddenly. Raja Krishna Bhanja 
took his vast army to protect the land and to 
evacuate the foreigners from the kingdom. Raja 
Krishna Bhanja enhanced his force. The 
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inhabitants of each village were interested to 
participate in the battle. All adults of each village 
formed a troop. The people of the Paika 
community of Ghumusara mainly took the 
responsibility for handling the battle under the 
leadership of Ekadashi Nayak alias Sangram 
Singh again. He led the force of the Ghumusara 
estate against the British power.* The battle 
continued for a month. The British force could 
not face the battle policy of Sangram Singh and 
returned from the battlefield. 


The people of Ghumusara faced two 
powerful armies of French and British. Krishna 
Bhanja being a Raja of small suzerainty defeated 
both. He started the construction of a Jagannath 
Temple at Kulada. He wanted to execute two 
Amalaka in the temple architecture as a symbol 
of defeating the forces of the French and British.° 
Further Raja Srikara Bhanja wanted to depict the 
war scene in the temple walls of the Jagannath 
temple along with the sculptures of Gods and 
Goddesses. The portraits can be divided into two 
categories. On one side, the warriors are wearing 
the general Paika dress of the Ghumusara region. 
They are holding the local weapons in their hands. 
They covered their body, hands, arms, head, and 
legs with a metal plate. They are holding swords 
in their right hand and seal in their left hand.° The 
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artisans have carved the angry faces of each 
soldier into heroic styles. It is marked that they 
are well acquainted with their dress code and very 
much conscious of war activities.’ On the other 
side, the dresses of opponents and the fighters, 
etc. are belonging to foreigners. One can 
distinguish easily between Paika soldiers and 
foreign soldiers. These wars gave feedback to 
call for recognizing and declaring the ‘Paika 
Bidroha’, or the rebellion by the Paikas busted 
against the British in subsequent times. It was the 
first war of independence that gathered strength 
in the Ghumusara estate of Odisha at the national 
level. Further, there was no other event found 
before this type of battle between them. 


In 1757 AD, the East India Company 
defeated Siraj-ud-daulah at the battle of Palasy 
and got to entertain Political power. Again, the 
East India Company defeated Mughal Samrata 
Saha Alam — II at the Battle of Buxar in 1764 
AD. They got Financial Power and started to 
collect Revenue from Bengal, Bihar, and Odisha 
states in 1765 AD. The East India Company had 
no other sources to earn except the collection from 
Land Revenue in India. Lord Hastings came to 
India and proclaimed the ‘Five Years Land 
Revenue Policy’ in 1772 AD.° He modified it 
into the “One Year Land Revenue Policy’ in 1777 
AD. Lord Cornwallis imposed Permanent 
Settlement (Chira Sthai Bandobasta) and 
introduced the ‘Sunset Law’ in 1793 AD. They 
also introduced ‘Rayatwari Bandobasta’, ‘Bara 
Mahal’ (1792), ‘Mahalwari System’ (1802), etc.’ 
Having established their sway over Bengal 
Province and Madras Province British occupied 
Odisha in 1803, and Odisha released from 
Marahatta Suzerainty. 


However, the British did not take any 
action against the Ghumusara region afterward 


Odisha Review 


until the independence of India. Dora Bisoi was 
the chieftain of Paika Troops under Srikara Bhanja 
of Ghumusara at that time. The Paikas were the 
traditional militia of Odisha. They were serving 
as watriors and engaging in policing functions 
during peacetime. The Paikas had organized into 
three ranks distinguished by their occupation and 
the weapons they wielded. These were the 
Paharis, the bearers of shields and the Khanda 
(sword), the Banuas who led distant expeditions 
and used matchlocks, and the Dhenkiyas — 
archers who also performed different duties in 
Odisha armies." 


The British implemented a new rule to 
abolish the free-land system. The East India 
Company dethroned the Raja of Khurda in 1803. 
The rebellions projected Lord Jagannath as the 
symbol of Odia’s unity. The rebellion quickly 
spread across most of Odisha before being put 
down by the Company’s forces.'! In 1804 the 
Raja of Khurda planned a rebellion against the 
Company in alliance with the Paikas, but the plot 
was soon discovered and Raja’s territory 
confiscated.’* The British wanted to take drastic 
action against the ruler of Khurda. 


At that time, Odisha had four ports for 
trading. The East India Company closed those 
ports for trade to protect their monopolies. The 
Company took over the hereditary rent-free 
lands granted to them after the conquest of 
Khurda. 


The rise in salt prices was also another 
cause and angered the people. 


The East India Company also abolished 
the system of Cowrie currency that had existed 
in Odisha before its conquest and required that 
all taxes now be paid in silver. 
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Jagabandhu was a Bakshi or commander 
of the Paika forces of the Raja of Khurda. His 
familial estate of Killa Rorang, Lembai, Sarai, and 
Chabisi Kuda was taken over by Major 
Fletcher’ of the East India Company in 1814, 
reducing him to Penury. Jagbandhu brought an 
allegation against Richardson, the Commissioner, 
but the same was rejected in the court. The power 
and prestige of the Paikas began to decline. The 
Paikas of Khurda rose in rebellion under their 
leader Bakshi Jagabandhu. 


Consequent to the above facts, a rebellion 
broke out in March 1817. It started from Banapur 
and Khurda. Raja Mukunda Deva, the last King 
of Khurda led the Paika rebels. The rebellion got 
the benefit of extensive support in Odia society 
from feudal chiefs. The Zamindars of Karipur, 
Mrichpur, Golra, Balarampur, Budnakera, 
Rupasa, etc. supported the rebellion and spread 
to other parts of Odisha such as Puri, Pipili, 
Cuttack, Kanika, Kujang, and Pattamundai. The 
Rajas of Kanika, Kujang, Nayagarh, and 
Ghumusara came to assist Bakshi Jagabandhu. 


Raja Srikara Bhanja of Ghumusara 
played a diplomatic role in this crucial movement. 
He divided the Paika Warriors into different 
ranges. Dora Bisoi remained the chieftain of all 
troops. Raja Srikara Bhanja had a family 
relationship with Raja Mukunda Deva, King of 
Khurda. He, therefore, showed his interest to 
assist his level best to Raja Mukunda Deva, King 
of Khurda. Being chieftain of Paika Troops, Dora 
Bisoi was also liking Jagabandhu the chieftain of 
Paik Troops of Khorda estate. They have good 
intimacy in the political sphere and diplomacy. The 
Khonds of Ghumusara played a vital role in 
preparing the revolt of 1817 against the British 
Government. Raja Srikara Bhanja and Dora Bisoi 
prepared a list of veteran Paikas among their 
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Troops and sent a 400-strong party of Kandhas 
from the estate of Ghumusara. They crossed over 
into Khurda to support them and openly declared 
their rebellion against Company Rule. Dora Bisoi 
was the liaison to the rebellion from Ghumusara. 
He spread the sphere of rebellion among the tribal 
people of other places like Chakapada, Tumudi 
Bandha, Dasapalla, Sorada, Seragad, Badagada, 
Dharakot, etc. 


The Paikas of Ghumusara proceeded to 
Khorda to help in this vital period with Bakshi 
Jagabandhu and amalgamated with violent works 
like looting and setting to fire the police station 
and post office at Banpur. The rebels then 
marched to Khurda itself, which the Company 
abandoned, sacking the administration buildings 
and the treasury there. Another body of rebels 
captured Paragana Lembai, where they killed 
Indian officials of the Company.'* The revolt 
erupted to the top by the Paikas of Ghumusara 
with their dedication and amicable support." 


Walter Ewer, expressed the attitude of 
the company toward the Paikas on the 
commission that looked into the causes of the 
Rebellion, stating that “now there is no need of 
assistance of Paikas at Khurda. It is dangerous 
to keep them in the Presidency armies. Thus, they 
should be treated and dealt with as common 
Ryots and land revenue and other taxes should 
be collected from them. They must be deprived 
of their former Jagir lands. Within a short period, 
the name of Paika has already been forgotten. 
But still now where the Paikas are living they have 
retained their previous aggressive nature. To break 
their poisonous teeth, the Colonial Police Force 
must be highly alert to keep the Paikas under their 
control for a pretty long period, unless the Paika 
community 1s ruined completely, Company rule 
cannot run smoothly”’.'® 
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E. Impey, the magistrate at Cuttack, 
dispatched forces to suppress the rebellion under 
Lieutenant Prideaure to Khurda and Lieutenant 
Faris to Pipli in the first quarter of April. Lieutenant 
Prideaure met with Paika’s warriors and forced 
them to retreat to Cuttack. The Paikas killed 
Lieutenant Faris. Therefore, another force was 
sent to Puri under Captain Wellington. On 9 April 
a force of 550 men was sent to Khurda. Three 
days later, the East India Company took Khurda 
and declared martial law in the Khurda territory.'’ 


The East India Company handled to 
squeeze and control of Khurda, and Puri itself 
fell to the insurgents led by Bakshi Jagabandhu. 
The Troops of the Company were forced to 
retreat to Cuttack by 18 April. Cuttack remained 
cut off from the now rebel-held portions of 
southern Odisha. The Company administration 
hanged about unaware of the fate of the force 
they had dispatched to Khurda. The force’s 
successes in Khurda allowed the commanding 
officer, Captain Le Fevere, to pursue the 
revolutionary into Puri. This party defeated a 
thousand-strong but ill-equipped force of the 
Paikas as they marched to Puri, and they retook 
Puri and captured the Raja before he could escape 
from the town.'* The uprising spread rapidly 
across Odisha, and there were several encounters 
between Company troops and Paik forces, 
including at Cuttack, where the latter were quickly 
defeated. By May 1817, the East India Company 
had managed to re-establish its authority over the 
entire province.” 


In May 1817, the East India Company 
posted judges to Khurda to sentence the captured 
rebels. The sentences handed out included 
execution, penal transportation, and 
imprisonment. Between 1818 and 1826, 
Company troops undertook several operations 


32 


Odisha Review 


in the jungles of Khurda to capture or kill rebels 
who had managed to escape. The Company also 
declared to give pardons to those who surrender 
before the British. Bakshi Jagabandhu 
surrendered to the East India Company in 1825. 
The British gave him a Pension. He lived as their 
prisoner in Cuttack until 1829, when he died. 


Upon capturing Puri, Jagabandhu had 
offered to reinstate Raja Mukunda Deva— whom 
the Company had dethroned in 1804 and exiled 
to Puri — as the Raja of Khurda. Although he 
turned down the offer and asked for assistance 
from the Company, he was arrested when 
Company troops recaptured the town and were 
imprisoned at Cuttack. The Raja died as a 
prisoner of the Company in November 1817. 


Imprisonment of Raja Mukunda Deva, 
surrendering of Bakshi Jagabandhu, and 
Annexation of Khorda and Puri gave much 
strength to the East India Company to suppress 
the Rajas and Zamindars of feudal estates like 
Banapur, Karipur, Mrichpur, Golra, Balarampur, 
Budnakera, Rupasa, Pipili, Cuttack, Kanika, 
Kujang, Pattamundai, Nayagarh, etc. They forced 
remained silent after this consequence. 


The political whirl of eastern Odisha 
dissatisfied Raja Srikara Bhanja. He did not like 
to give his opinion or blame anybody. However, 
non-consulting with their colleagues, the 
unexpected surrender instead of abundant help 
from the neighbors without self-interest, and the 
failure of mass support, etc. became beyond 
tolerance to him and considered it ungrateful work 
for the nation. He reached the final that the 
erroneous political and economic paradigm could 
not be promoted at the cost of people’s right to 
life. In conclusion, he reached that he was not 
going to quit. He did not want to push his people 
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into a bigger crisis by running away from his 
responsibility and betraying the trust they had 
reposed in him. He urged the people of Ghumusara 
not to give credence to needless and baseless 
rumors. 


After that, Ghumusara wanted an alliance 
with dignity and honor but this was the first time 
when Raja Srikara Bhanja virtually gave a veiled 
warning that they would even go it alone in the 
social life creating a spiritual environment. 
Therefore, the second expedition of Raja Srikara 
Bhanja against the British proved that it would be 
a comma but not a full stop to the burning issue. 


According to Raja Srikara Bhanja — 
‘Temple is an organized body of knowledge, 
supported by observation and experimentation, 
derived from the study of natural phenomena of 
the entire material universe. We are constructing 
Temples to give spiritual wisdom for years 
together. So aims, achievements, and functions 
of the Temples should be evaluated to that extent. 


At that time, the Mughal, Marahattas, 
and British were collecting Pilgrims or Traveling 
Tax for visiting the holy Hindu places of India from 
the Hindus. They put heavy tax who wanted to 
go to Shree Mandira of Puri. It is acknowledged 
from Government data that from 1819 A.D. to 
1820 A.D., only 1,31,871 tourists had gone to 
Shree Mandira. The tourist figure had increased 
to amaximum of 2,25,000 in 1825 A.D. English 
people made a class difference among the Hindus 
of higher lower, rich-poor, etc., and applied a 
rigorous policy. Based on that class division the 
rate and the duration of living at Puri for Hindus 
were also fixed and tax was levied thereof. From 
other data of Government, it came to our 
observation that the British rulers had got as 
income from Pilgrim or Traveling Tax of Rs. 
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3,34,252/- (Rupees Three Lakhs Thirty-four 
Thousand Two Hundred Fifty-two) only in 
between 1816 to 1822 A.D. Hindus had to fill 
up a special form before entering into Shree 
Mandira. The form was issued at the office of the 
Secretary, Board of Revenue, and office of the 
Collector, Puri, Cuttack and Chatrapur (Ganjam), 
etc. Srikara Bhanja was dissatisfied with the 
atrocious rules of the British. He wanted to curtail 
the financial energy of the British alone instead of 
taking political protest. He made a program and 
invited all Zamindars of his suzerainty. They were 
requested to build a maximum number of 
Jagannath or Dadhibamana Temples in the villages 
of Ghumusara. Every Landlord and Zamindar as 
well as the people of Ghumusara of the Estate 
welcomed the decision of Raja Srikara Bhanja. 
They built separate temples, Matha, Mandapa, 
Akhada Ghara, etc. near their palace or in the 
centre of their villages. The place for the 
construction of the temple is marked in each rural 
and urban area of the estate. Raja Srikara Bhanja 
did not give any financial help to them. He 
instructed to dig a pond at first. The people made 
bricks with the excavated soil. They used those 
bricks for the construction of the temple of their 
village. They used water for the cultivation of their 
land and the worship purpose of the temple. The 
tank feeds the water at the time of their need to 
remit the deficiency, drought, and famine situation 
of their localities. They thought of it as spiritual 
work and converted themselves as a devotee of 
God and Goddesses. They donated free men’s 
days for this purpose with great interest. The local 
artists and intellectual people prepared the section 
plan of the temple. Within a few months, every 
corner of Ghumusara filled up with temples 
especially Jagannath Temples to squeeze their 
journey to Puri. They celebrated all Hindu 
festivals in their village. Raja Srikara Bhanja 
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executed 250 temples during his time in 
Ghumusara within a few years. 


Akbar the great ruled India for fifty years. 
He was an emperor of good finance. But he was 
not able to do such a huge number of religious 
monuments during his reign period. The Rayas like 
Chodaganga Deva and Langula Narasingha Deva 
etc. constructed great stone temples like 
Jagannath temple, Konark temple, and Lingaraj 
temple in Odisha during the time of their rule. 
However, those temples are having one piece only 
as aspecimen. Srikara Bhanja 1s the first person 
who was able to break the record of the highest 
construction of a religious monument with zero 
finance and limited times all over India. No other 
Raja 1s available in India that can compare with 
Srikara Bhanja in this respect. 


The people of Ghumusara started to 
dislike the anti-Hindu policy of the British. The 
journey of tourists to Puri and other places is 
reduced abnormally. The yearly income incurred 
from Pilgrim or Traveling Tax decreased 
uncharacteristically. The British understood their 
unscrupulous rules and could not ban them from 
doing the religious works of Hindus. Day by day, 
the spirit of the people was encouraged by 
chieftains. It became a national program. All 
communities appraised the role of Raja Srikara 
Bhanya. At last, the British realized their mistake 
and understood that they had to make love and 
affection with the Hindus for the betterment of 
their religion instead of hankering for money to 
improve their financial status. Finally, they were 
compelled to abolish the Pilgrim or Traveling Tax 
completely in 1840 A.D*° from the Hindus all 
over India. Raja Srikara Bhanja proved that — 
The people who influence you are the people who 
believe in you. 
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Dora Bisoi and Chakara Bisoi made a 
master plan of rebellion to protest the British. They 
divided the troops into various platoons among 
the villagers, allotted the works as per plan, and 
named the concerned village after it?! as 
follows: — 


Doa Muhani village — Guarded by well-equipped 
experienced, energetic Paikas 


Baruda village — Paikas guarded with blasting 
materials 


Koti Biradi village — Paikas used a device which 
was giving voice of Cats. 


Dhola Pita village — Paikas were using Dhol a 
musical instrument to get ready immediately 


Turumu village — ‘Tur’ is also one type of Musical 
Instrument to inform the warriors to be geared 
up for battle 


Sahana Palli village — Paikas were standing up 
with swords and armaments to restrain the British 


Rana Ghanta village — It was bell by which the 
Paikas were alerting themselves and being 
informed about alarming situation occurred in the 
estate. 


Chakra Ghati forest — The location where the 
Paikas were gathering from all corner. 


Raja Srikara Bhanja appreciated the 
arrangement of Dora Biso1. He gave free land to 
the Paikas as Jagir. The Paikas are inheriting those 
lands to date. 


In 1767 A.D. Mr. Edward Cotsford 
came to Ganjam as Collector. After him, fifty- 
five numbers of Collectors have come to Ganjam 
up to 1881 A.D. In 1837 A.D. an organization 
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known as “Muktikami Bidrohi Sena Bahin1’, was 
formed under Dora Bisoi and Chakara Bisoi 
during the time of Rasel Sahib. The organization 
started from Ghumusara for the first time and 
extended to the places like Boudh, Sonepur, 
Anugul, etc. up to the river embankment of the 
river Tel and Bada-Khemundi, Sana-Khemundi 
on another side. The areas of Kalahandi and 
Jeypore also came under it in due course. Taking 
a bribe of five thousand rupees from the British 
Government, the Raja Somanath Singh of Angul 
helped the British to catch hold of Dora Bisoi. 
Dora Bisoi was a prisoner at Gotti Jail of Madras 
and died in 1846 A.D. On his death, the 
Muktikami Bidrohi Sena Bahini became too much 
angry about the actions of the British and made a 
strong protest against them. To suppress the 
revolution, Lord Dalhousie wrote a strong letter 
in April 1848 A.D. to the Madras Presidency to 
make a prison for Chakara Bisoi. It confirms that 
the revolution of Ghumusara secured much 
popularity all over India at that time.” To make 
free India from the British, a revolution started in 
1857 A.D. all over India. Before this, the Bhanja 
Rajas already started the revolution in Odisha. 


A historian like Surabhi Nanda states” 
— ‘Although Ghumusara was a small Zamindary 
Estate, still to bring it under control and under the 
British paramount authority, Government was 
forced to deploy near about 25,000 Sepoys 
under the command of a large host of abilities 
and experience military experts and generals. This 
proves their intense desire to bring it under 
subjugation and consolidate their hold over it. 
Enhancement of the colonial interest of the British 
Empire was their prime concern. British 
annexation and introduction of the British 
administration brought the estate of Ghumusara 
into the mainstream of the Company’s 
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administration and politics in India as Ghumusara 
was a pivotal point of strategic importance. 


Some scholars like Nihar Ranjan 
Pattnaik,** Subrata Kumar Prusty,*? Braja 
Paikaray,”° Sisira Nayak, Kalinga Paika 
Sangathan,”’ N.R. Mohanty”* and some other 
prominent historians have calculated and replaced 
the Indian Rebellion or Sipoy Bidroha of 1857 
and declared Paik Rebellion or Paika Bidroha of 
1817 as the first Indian War of Independence in 
their books. 


In the Winter Session of Parliament of 
2021, Union Culture Minister G Kishan Reddy 
through a written reply to a question by BJD MP 
Prashanta Nanda in the Rajya Sabha said the 
Paika rebellion cannot be called the First War of 
Independence. However, the Minister declared 
that it would now be included in the curriculum of 
the Class VIII history textbook of NCERT,” as 
it was among the first popular uprisings against 
the British in India, and lasted for a long time from 
1817 to 1825. 


The British got political rights in 1756 by 
defeating Siraj-ud- Daulah at the battle of Plassey 
and financial rights in 1765 by defeating Mughal 
Samrata Shah Alam — II at the Battle of Buxar. 
It is a matter of melancholy that the respective 
Bhanja Rajas had shown their much endeavor in 
the battles against the Francis and British. They 
curtailed and protested at the first entry of the 
British into the territory of India. From that time 
to till the independence of India, the inhabitants 
as well as Bhanja Rajas of Ghumusara had 
revolted with self-strength, assimilating in groups 
and insisting on the neighboring federal estates 
each time and tied with a prolonged manner in 
the national interest always. The architectures of 
the temples of Ghumusara are a burning example 
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and an authentic one. Each temple of Ghumusara 
creates a page of rock books in national 
concentration. Revolution never happens by itself, 
a “Leader” always drives it. The achievement of 
Raja Krishna Bhanja, Ekadashi Nayak alias 
Sangram Singh, Raja Srikara Bhanja, Dora Bisoi, 
Chakara Bisoi, and the inhabitants of Ghumusara 
cannot be discarded. They recognized the Paika 
Clan and dedicated themselves to Ghumusara 
Rebellion from 1753 to 1836, which laid the 
foundation for the Sipoy Rebellion of 1857 at the 
national level. For them Freedom was the 
recognition of necessity. They became successful 
to reinstate Lord Jagannath as the symbol of Odia 


unity, 


In a State where the fighting occurs 
between ruler and subject either for their ‘Rights’ 
or for ‘Independence’. The rebellion must have 
some lesson for the ruler or the subjects. Paika 
Rebellion of Ghumusara from 1753 to 1857 is 
— ‘The Game-Changer Fighters of Indian 
National Freedom Movement’. 
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Interpretation of Environment in 
Ancient Indian History 


Introduction: 


Environment has been a significant factor 
in the historical advancement of human civilization. 
Anytime or place’s personality is frequently related 
to the type of prevailing environmental 
circumstances. As human societies attempt to 
adapt to a specific type of environment in an area, 
environmental settings have an impact on the 
development of culture and civilization. Natural 
environments were important in the development 
of humanity in addition to providing humans with 
food and shelter. A human being’s natural state of 
helplessness was during the formative years of 
his or her existence. Humans are still unable to 
fully control or subdue nature and the environment, 
even in the current age of science and technology. 
Instead, they are under the control and influence 
of the natural phenomena. Without the correct 
understanding and perspective of the environment, 
geography, ecology, and other related 
characteristics, one cannot fully comprehend 
Indian history. The study of India’s ancient 
environmental history becomes even more 
significant and rewarding in light of the current, 
worsening environmental catastrophe. 


Environmental Interpretation: 


The study of environmental history 
examines human interaction with the natural world. 
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The word “environment” is broad and includes 
all naturally occurring things like air, water, land, 
and other things. The social, economic, and 
medical histories are all intertwined with 
environmental events. In addition, the history of 
science and technology is closely related to the 
history of the climate. The primary objective of 
environmental history is to advance our 
knowledge of the interactions between humans 
and their surroundings. The environmental 
historians have turned to multidisciplinary methods 
and borrowed from other fields of knowledge to 
comprehend this relationship. The environmental 
studies carried out in India are not very ancient, 
and the Annals School of France can be credited 
with inspiring this intellectual endeavour. The 
significance of the natural geographic landscapes 
and their function in the development of a 
civilization were stressed by this school. 


There are numerous references to the 
different facets of the environment and its 
management in ancient Indian literature. 
Environmental harmony is discussed in writings 
from the Jain and Buddhist traditions as well as 
the Vedas and Puranas. The different 
environmental aspects are discussed in the foreign 
accounts of Megasthenes, Pliny, Fa-Hien, Hiuen 
Tsang, and others. Indian regions have different 
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climates, environments, flora, and fauna in addition 
to having a diversified cultural heritage. The 
Himalayan area, the Indo-Gangetic alluvial 
northern plain, the Deccan plateau, and the south- 
eastern and south-western coastal lowlands are 
the five clearly defined physical divisions of India. 
These divides also show how diverse India’s 
environment has been since ancient times. The 
Vindhyan mountain ranges divide Peninsular India 
from the northern lowlands. 


Early Indian people and the Environment: 


India has a long environmental past, and 
its ancient inhabitants revered a variety of natural 
objects out of sincere devotion to the 
environment. They appeared to have been closely 
allied with nature and obedient to Rta, the natural 
law. They revered a number of plants, including 
tulsi (a sacred basil plant), neem, pipal or 
ashvattha, bel, vat (banyan), sal, etc. that had both 
religious and medicinal significance. The trees 
served as asymbol of fertility and their worship 
may have been the oldest widespread religion that 
existed before the Vedic era. 


Additionally, it appears that early Indian 
thinkers associated religion with plants in order 
to preserve ecological equilibrium. The reverence 
for waterways (Ganga), animals (cows), birds, 
and mountains (Kailash) demonstrates how closely 
the Indian people cleave to nature. Hindu deities 
are typically represented by an animal or bird that 
served as their vehicle (vahana), giving birth to 
the idea of vahana and their holiness (animals and 
birds). In the outset, various aspects of nature 
were associated with gods and goddesses such 
as Indra, Agni, Varuna, Vayu, Maruta, Surya, etc. 
According to Hindu philosophy, the human 
organism is made up of the five elements 
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(panchabhutas): air, water, air/space, earth, and 
fire/energy (tej). 


The bhutayajna, which involved daily 
giving of food to animals, birds, and other 
creatures, was the most important innovation 
among the five mahayajnas of a Hindu 
householder. Most likely, it was done to preserve 
the ecological equilibrium. India’s cultural and 
religious heritage shows a strong commitment to 
environmental protection and public safety. 
Therefore, itis essential that we discuss the early 
Indian environment in various stages in order to 
comprehend it in proper historical context. 


Hunter-Gatherer period: 


Due to the lack of any written records at 
this time and the fact that people had begun to 
settle down along the river banks and had become 
agricultural producers and traders, it is difficult to 
locate any environmental history traces. But many 
of them continued to live in the wild, in places like 
forests and mountains, adhering to their primitive 
character and customs. They were benefited by 
and had a close connection with their natural 
surroundings. This connection 1s shown in different 
locations through pictographs and rock art. Even 
though there is no direct evidence of a connection 
between humans and the environment, we can 
still infer that there was one. 


Harappan Civilization and Environment: 


The Indus Valley Civilization, supposedly 
India’s first civilization, dates back to the third 
millennium B.C., and is where environmental 
history began. The materials discovered are 
consistent with its urban nature, and it thrived 
primarily in and around cities and communities. 
The inhabitants of this society appear to have cared 
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for the environment and sanitation. The types of 
building materials used, fortified citadels, covered 
drainage systems, complex water supplies, etc., 
show that the Indus people were familiar with 
hygiene and sanitation and placed a high priority 
on maintaining it. The conduciveness of the 
environment had a major part in it flourishing 
character as is indicated by its location on the 
Indus river and the alluvial fertile soil. 


The representation of different plants and 
creatures, including pipal, humped bulls, 
elephants, and others, on the seals demonstrates 
their ties to the natural world and their 
surroundings. They were cognizant of the various 
irrigation and water control techniques, according 
to D.N. Jha. The demise of that great society is 
attributed to deteriorating environmental 
conditions, ecological imbalance, floods, climatic 
changes, deviations in river courses, etc. 


Vedic Period: 


The Vedic period’s inhabitants (c. 1500 
BC-c. 600 BC) were mainly nature worshippers 
who cared about the environment and its 
preservation. There were many different 
manifestations of nature that were venerated as 
deities. The Vedic literature, which includes the 
Vedas, Brahmanas, Aranyakas, Upanishads, 
Samhitas, and Upavedas, is replete with allusions 
to different environmental aspects. The Vedic 
writings show an understanding of “Primal 
ecology” and ecological wisdom. In the later Vedic 
era (roughly 1000 BC—600 BC), agriculture 
assumed greater significance and turned into a 
major source of livelihood. The five seasons are 
mentioned in the Rig Veda, and the early Aryans 
were well-versed in them. 
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In the River Hymn of the Rig Veda, ten 
sacred rivers are mentioned. The rivers were so 
revered by the Aryans that the area of Punjab 
was given the name Sapta-Sindhavah. (Seven 
rivers). The Atharva-Veda emphasizes the 
importance of water’s purity and clarity. 
Additionally, it recommends safeguarding 
domestic cattle and wild animals in addition to 
mentioning how pure water can treat a variety of 
illnesses and prevent disease. The Yajur Veda 
cautions against killing valuable animals and 
advises pursuing happiness through their use. The 
fact that the Arabian Sea (ratnakara) and the 
Indian Ocean are mentioned in the Vedas shows 
that the people were cognizant of the ocean’s 
environment and knowledge. 


The gods and deities that the Aryans 
worshipped also have a strong connection to 
nature. The primary role was held by Indra, the 
Hindu god of rain, lightning, and battle. The other 
deities, such as Agni (the deity of fire), Varuna 
(the god of water), Maruta (the god of storms), 
Vayu (the god of air), Surya (the god of the sun), 
etc., were also various forms of nature. Usha, the 
deity of dawn, and Saraswati, the goddess of 
rivers, both exhibited natural characteristics. 
Unquestionably, the hymn known as Prithivi Sukta 
from the Atharva Veda, which is devoted to the 
earth deity, is the earliest evocative environmental 
supplication. In this the seer solemnly proclaims 
‘Mata Bhumih Putroham Prithtvyah’ which means 
that the earth is my mother and Iam her son. The 
seers only built their ashramas in forested regions, 
where the climate is cool and pollution-free and 
where they could compose sacred texts. 
(Hermitages). All of the Vedic educational 
institutions (gurukulas) were located in serene, 
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forested areas where pious ideas and prudent 
judgment could thrive. It makes sense that since 
the students and gurus resided in a natural 
environment, they were interested in preserving 
and protecting it. 


The Period of Epics and other texts: 


Epics like the Ramayana and the 
Mahabharata make numerous mentions of the 
environment. Valmiki and Veda Vyasa, the authors 
of these texts, had ashrams in the forests where 
they could concentrate and were motivated to 
write such magnificent epics. Rivers, mountains, 
and woods are frequently mentioned in both the 
Mahabharata and the Ramayana. 


The Puranas also placed a high value on 
the natural world, including the flora and wildlife. 
They thought that planting trees was lucky and 
that they could feel happiness and sorrow. The 
fact that the Padma Purana refers to trees like 
pipal, bel, ber, neem, and others as being the 
dwelling of god and should not be cut down 
indicates that people sanctified trees in an effort 
to protect forests and plants in accordance with 
their religious beliefs. The Agni Purana stipulated 
even the death sentence for pond contamination. 
The Manusmriti condemned animal cruelty and 
vowed that whoever slaughtered a cow would 
die as many times as there were hairs on its skin. 


The Period 
Mahajanapadas: 


of Janapadas’ and 


The 6th century BC, which is 
acknowledged as the beginning of the historical 
era, is regarded as a turning point in India’s 
environmental history. Significant changes 
occurred in the environment, as well as in the areas 
of politics, religion, society, and urbanization, 
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during this century. In different parts of northern 
India during this time, sixteen Mahajanapadas 
(great states) grew that were closely connected 
to the local environment. The capitals of these 
states were evidently put strategically on 
riverbanks or at the base of mountains because 
of the water facility and for the purpose of defence 
or protection. The most important technological 
development that significantly aided in the 
preservation and conservation of the environment 
during this time was the extensive use of iron. 


The founding fathers of Jainism and 
Buddhism, Vardhamana Mahavira and Gautama 
Buddha, respectively, disseminated their 
respective ideologies in the sixth century BC, and 
these ideologies have a direct bearing on 
environmental issues. Jainism and Buddhism both 
emphasized resource management and a kind, 
non-violent attitude to nature. A source from the 
third century BC claims that fields were classified 
based on the products they had been planted with. 
Early Buddhist teachings also make references 
to irrigation knowledge and name the best, 
average, and poorest agricultural regions. All 
twenty-four Tirthankaras of Jainism, not just 
Mahavira, had arelationship with nature in some 
way. This illustrates how a tranquil, clean 
atmosphere can allow someone to achieve the 
highest level of knowledge. 


Mauryan Period: 


Following the Nandas, the Mauryas 
invested a lot of time and effort into enhancing 
the ecosystem. The Kautilya Arthashastra contains 
rules relating to the environment. According to 
Kautilya, everyone in society has a moral duty to 
protect the ecosystem. In addition to the 
Satavahanas of Andhra succeeding the Mauryas 
in southern India, the Sungas and Kushanas, who 
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took over from the Mauryas in northern India, 
also put a high priority on the preservation and 
protection of the environment. In reality, post- 
Maurya sculpture and painting were ruled by 
animal figures, trees, and vegetative themes. This 
demonstrates their ties to the natural world and 
their surroundings. 


Gupta and Post-Gupta: 


The Gupta period, known as the “golden 
age” of ancient Indian history, saw important 
advancements in the field of the environment. The 
powerful Gupta emperor Samudragupta is 
mentioned in the Allahabad Pillar Inscription as 
having conquered the forest states (atavirajyas) 
of central India, which suggests that central India 
was covered with thick forests and mountains. 
During this time, agriculture saw a phenomenal 
boom, and its significance was emphasised. The 
emergence of feudalism and the adverse 
environmental effects on urban centres during the 
later Gupta and post-Gupta periods marked the 
development of two key phenomena. 


In the words of D. N. Jha “The extension 
of agriculture helped the process of the formation 
of new states by providing a stable agrarian base 
from the late Gupta period, when trade ceased 
to play a major role in socio-political 
transformation”. Poets, astronomers, and 
scientists of the Gupta era were greatly influenced 
by their surroundings. 


In his book, the well-known ancient 
Indian author Kalidas, who most likely lived during 
Chandragupta II’s reign, discusses the six seasons 
in connection to shringara. Meghaduta (cloud 
messenger), another of his poetical works, 
emphasizes various aspects of nature, especially 
clouds. Contrary to common belief, the eminent 
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astronomer and scientist Aryabhatta, who lived 
in the fifth century CE and 1s the author of the 
Aryabhatiyam, thought that the earth revolves 
around the sun and rotates on its axis, making a 
significant addition to the field of natural science. 
In Varahamihira’s Panchasiddhantika, five 
astronomical theories (siddhanta) are discussed. 


Conclusion: 


It is clear from the aforementioned 
discussion that the early Indian perspective on 
nature was a synthesis of spiritual and 
philosophical thinking as well as social awareness 
and environmental ethics. The early Indians gave 
nature top priority after discovering its importance 
and contribution. They also developed strategies 
for preventing pollution and protecting the 
environment. They were very close to nature and 
made some interventions in their surrounding 
environmental conditions while shifting to the 
agriculture and urban life. Concern for the water 
bodies and forests, animals and plants shows that 
they had taken efforts to take care and maintain 
their environmental surroundings. 


The environmental themes were found in 
both the poetical and the religious works. 
Historical geography, in the Rig Veda and the 
Puranas, pastoral tracts and deities intervening 
agricultural regions, irrigational works, 
incorporation of forests, lakes, tribes into the 
Brahmanical religious networks etc. are issues 
central to the question of man and natural 
environment. 
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Thoughts on Rural Development 


Probably it was 29" or 30" December. 1980 was 
breathing its last breath. When other Delhites were 
busy in preparing for Gregorian New Year 
celebration, a sexagenarian was busy in luggage 
packing with jolly mood. An aspiring physicist 
came to him, discussed something and wished to 
meet him again in near future. Sexagenarian replied 
with grin on his face- “Young man, it will be more 
expensive for you to meet me again because 
you ve to go remote locality of Kalahandi.” In 
fact, after 2 days, when he retired officially from 
the constitutional post as Member of Union Public 
Service Commission (UPSC), directly returned 
to his native village Mundraguda, in the 
Dharmagarh subdivision of Kalahandi District of 
state Odisha. That revered great man was 
renowned foremost engineer, essayist, novelist 
and academician Bhubaneswar Behera (19 16- 
2001) and the young man is none other than 
Sashibhusan Rath, an eminent popular science 
writer of Odisha. He not only came back to his 
native land but also wrote an excellent and 
breathtaking novel ‘Call of the village’ (Gaonra 
Daka) in Odia language which earned him the 
prestigious Sarala Award in 1994. Is not it a rare 
matter nowadays for such a higher post official to 
decide to stay in village? Although with the advent 
of technology in globalization and digitalization era, 
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villagers are getting equal benefit like town 
inhabitants. Still there are some people who 
consider it as an advantage to have a residence in 
disturbed and polluted township. Now we’re all 
living in a materialistic transit phase when people 
are facing towards town and cities by blaming 
about precarious and inhabitable conditions of 
village. Without an iota of doubt, still one can say 
there is something mystical in rural that appeals 
and attracts. 


Eminent Odia Poet Nanda Kishore Bal 
(1875-1928), who wrote most of the poems 
about rural sceneries and environments which 
brought him a sobriquet ‘Palli Kabi’ wrote: 


“Oh Village ! Your lap is tender and softer 
I’m eager to lie in that shelter.” 


1986 Jnanpith awardee Sachidananda 
Routray (1916-2004) penned poem collection 
‘Pallishree’. In this biblio, he composed a thrilling 
poem ‘Chhota Mora Gaon-ti’ (My little village) 
which made him popular among Odia peoples. 
He described his village as “That land is heaven 
for me.” 18" century English poet & hymnodist 
William Cowper (1731-1800) rightly said: “God 
made the country, and man made the town.” At 
that time, country was not referred as a region 
that is identified as a distinct entity in political 
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geography rather it was called to rural areas. Even 
today, we call Desi girl or Desi Boy who hail from 
village. Again American novelist Jan Karon said: 
“T live in a village where people still care about 
each other, largely.” 


Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi (1869- 
1948) remained as an important influence to life 
of Indians, to whom, all Indians fondly call ‘Bapu’, 
to whom, world famous theoretical physicist Albert 
Einstein (1879-1955) admired and made a 
popular obituary remark: “Generations to come 
will scarce believe that such a one as this ever in 
flesh and blood walked upon this earth.”” Gandhi 
made an immortal remark that the soul of India 
lives in its villages. By emphasizing the revival of 
the villages as well as village economy, Bapu 
opined: “I would say that if the village perishes 
India will perish too. India will be no more India. 
Her own mission in the world will get lost. The 
revival of the village is possible only when it 1s no 
more exploited. Industrialization on a mass scale 
will necessarily lead to passive or active 
exploitation of the villagers as the problems of 
competition and marketing come in. Therefore we 
have to concentrate on the village being self- 
contained, manufacturing mainly for use. Provided 
this character of the village industry 1s maintained, 
there would be no objection to villagers using even 
the modern machines and tools that they can make 
and can afford to use. Only they should not be 
used as a means of exploitation of others.” 


Towns and cities are few and only a small 
proportion of the population living in them. The 
industrial revolution somehow attracted people 
in larger numbers to work in mills and factories, 
the concentration of people caused many villages 
to grow into towns and cities. We learnt from 
history that how Kolkata city was erupted and 
set up by British colonization by merging 3 villages 
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i.e. Gobindapur, Sutanati and Kalikata. As the 
trend of urbanization continues, village population 
decreased. Still 68.84% of Indians (around 833.1 
million people) live in 640,867 different villages 
across India as per 2011 census. According to 
Wikipedia, village is a human settlement which 1s 
larger than hamlet but smaller than a town with a 
population ranges from a few hundred to a few 
thousand. In Great Britain, a hamlet earned the 
right to be a village only when it built a church. 
Then we can give status ofa village to a model 
village only when it became developed 
sustainably. 


Development of a nation depends upon 
prosperous village. Ram Rajya concept of 
Gandhiji or Gramraj of Nehru will come into reality 
only when villages will prosper in an organized 
way. India’s agro-based economy indicates there 
are numerous or innumerable villages rather fewer 
towns and cities. Organic farming in scientific way, 
adequate agricultural accessories, instruments, 
seed and fertilizers will help in abundant food 
production. Model village comprises skilled 
people those who are strong economically with 
proper livelihood and nourished with health and 
educational facilities. Good communication system 
1.e. transports, agriculture, animal husbandry and 
small industries (even Kuteer Shilpa) are 
necessary ingredients to make a model village. In 
terms of education, many schools & colleges are 
opened as mushrooming. Before independence, 
‘Bhagabat Tungi’ of Odisha and ‘Namaghar’ of 
Assam which are going to extinct now, have 
played an augmental role in mass literacy program 
even before the Macaulay policy of education 
system. Not only proper education but also 
hygienic and garbage free environment with 
proper drainage system is needed for model 
village. 


ISSN 0970-8669 


Many schemes are formulated by 
Government of India for village development. 
Members of Parliament (MPs) are now adopting 
villages as Sansad Adarsh Gram. Hon'ble Prime 
Minister Narendra Damodardas Modjji himself 
adopted 8 villages as Sansad Adarsh Gram. 
According to the disclosure made by the 
government, as on 7" March 2023, out of the 
3,154 Gram Panchayats identified under SAGY, 
a good number of i.e. 2625 Gram Panchayats 
have uploaded their village development plans 
(VDPs) containing 2,34,502 projects out of 
which 1,63,632 projects have been completed. 
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Linking every village with all-weather roads, 
building two crore more houses for poor villagers 
and providing financial assistance to small and 
marginal farmers are among the priorities of 
Narendra Modi’s government in the rural sector 
in its 2" term. We should wish & work 
collaboratively to see our villages as not only 
model village rather an imagined Utopia. 


Bibhuprasad Mohapatra, At/Po-Bhogada, 
Via-Baghamari, Dist-Khordha-752061, Email- 
padmacharan123@gmail.com, Mob :8270083653. 
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Situating Socio- Economic Empowerment of 
Women in Odisha: Challenges and 
Opportunities 


Introduction 


Globally, several organizations are 
working to maximize the opportunities for women 
not only for achieving gender equality but also for 
ensuring women’s rights to access basic amenities. 
It is important to strengthen their potentials and 
empower them. Empowered women nourish 
families, societies, and countries by making 
meaningful contributions to overall development. 
In Indian society, investment in women’s 
reproductive role rather than productive role is 
strongly reflected in various socio-economic 
sectors. In Odisha, many women are employed 
as non-workers in agriculture, and their 
contribution to family profits remains ignored. 
They are still lagging behind men in education, 
employment and politics. Many women in Odisha 
suffer from discrimination, illiteracy, poverty, 
ambiguity and exploitation. Since independence, 
both the central and state governments have 
developed various laws, policies and programs 
to promote women’s empowerment and provide 
maximum support to reduce gender gaps in 
literacy, access to health facilities, and other human 
development indicators. 


Need of Women Empowerment 


Empowerment of women is simply now 
no longer a propaganda to take women out of 
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their homes or to make heavy their bank balances 
or to free them from their everyday household 
chores; however, it is a mission to make them 
independent, self-enough and additionally to 
brighten up the lamp of power within them to 
combat all social injustice and exploitation falling 
on the way to lead their lives full of liberation and 
sense of pride. Empowered women make more 
contributions to the health, wellbeing and 
productivity of families and communities and thus 
lay the foundations for the future generations. After 
the Second World War, the movement for gender 
equality received floor that focussed on problems 
associated with the liberation of women from 
exploitation and bondage. The significant needs 
of the movement had been that the rights of women 
need to be similar to men. The United Nations 
and different international organisations adopted 
numerous conventions for the promotion of 
women empowerment through gender equality. 
This movement brought attention to the 
fundamental human rights; problems associated 
with education, politics, health and employment 
of women. The foremost motto at the back of the 
movement was that women should not be 
subjected to any discrimination primarily based 
on gender. In social sphere, women need to 
experience all of the opportunities similarly as men. 
Because no society can develop without providing 
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same opportunities, resources and adequate 
freedom to both male and female as each have 
same responsibility. UNICEF declared that 
gender equality and women empowerment are 
the core objectives of social development. 


Empowerment of women comprises 
decision making power of their own, access to 
information and resources of their choice, to 
participate in collective decision-making and 
contribution in the growth process. The 
improvement of economic and social status of 
women is the only path to empower them. Human 
capabilities which are needed to enhance social 
stability include good health, education, nutrition 
etc. 


Socio-Economic Condition of 


Women in Odisha 


Female to male ratio 


Although the most of the system 
organized, still the majority of public health 
parameters remain unsatisfactory especially in 
case of women health. The number of sex ratio 
portrays a dismal picture in case of Odisha which 
is a Serious concern. The sex ratio for all age 
groups of population is 979 females per 1000 
males, it comes down to 941 females per 1000 
males in the 0Q-6years age group of population in 
2011, while it was 953 in 2001. “At the district 
level, the situation is worse in the case of 
developed coastal districts such as Balasore, 
Bhadrak, Cuttack, Ganjam, Jagatsinghpur, Jajpur, 
Kendrapara, Khurda, Nayagarh, and Puri, and 
also in the central tableland districts of Dhenkanal 
and Angul. It appears that better access to sex 
determination tests through ultrasound techniques 
has resulted in female infanticides in large numbers 
during the early stages of pregnancy” (OHDR, 
2004:134). 
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Women and Health 


Rural Women in Odisha are not aware 
of their access to medical facilities, reproductive 
rights, proper diagnosis, and nutrition. Poor 
reproductive health can lead to deterioration of 
maternal health which affects the survival of 
women. They often face occupational health 
problems like reproductive, respiratory, arthritis, 
tuberculosis, silicosis etc. Their physical labour 
sometimes leads to skeletal-muscular problems. 
Because of shyness, poor financial conditions, and 
lack of awareness and adequate health services, 
often rural women hesitate to go for medication 
or to consult a physician. 


Maternal mortality 


The global initiatives to reduce maternal 
mortality started with the Safe Motherhood 
Initiative in 1987; till then there was no formal 
response to the problems faced by mothers in 
developing countries. The international 
commitment to secure reproductive health got 
strengthened by 1994 International Conference 
on Population and Development. For the 
reduction of maternal mortality in global level, UN 
has adopted separate framework in Millennium 
Development Goals (MDG 5) and Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG 3). 


According to the survey report produced 
by People’s Audit of Health, Education and 
Livelihood, “out of total 4460 babies surveyed 
throughout the State, 59.4 percent babies were 
reported to be born 1n a health institution. While 
56.6 percent took birth in public health institutions, 
2.8 percent were born in private health institutions. 
But 40.6 percent babies were delivered at home” 
(PAHELT, 2012:23). 


It has been observed from the reports 
that the State Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) 
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and Infant Mortality Rate IMR) is declining over 
the years. However, the current rate of decline 1s 
not sufficient. 


The NFHS 5 survey reveals that in 
Odisha, 61.8 percent pregnant women between 
age 15-49 are anaemic which is one of the leading 
causes of maternal mortality along with having low 
Body Mass Index (BMI). The National Rural 
Health Mission is also working to reduce maternal 
mortality and it is one of its goals too. To reduce 
MMR and IMR and enhance institutional 
deliveries, the Government of India launched the 
Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY ) under the National 
Rural Health Mission (2005) and Government of 
Odisha introduced Mamata Yojana in 2011. 
Government of Odisha 1s also providing free 
ambulance service, known as Janani Express, to 
carry all pregnant women since 2014. 


Women and Education 


Literacy is the foremost requirement of 
development. Itis a useful indicator of the relative 
development of a society. Illiteracy is frequently 
connected with the socio-economic issues like 
poverty or disease. Women often lack the 
required skills and confidence to engage in the 
decision-making process at the community level 
and participate in various social mechanisms. 


The gender gap in literacy rates in Odisha 
was 0.490 1in 2001, as against 0.8192 in 1991, 
a decline of 0.3291 points. This gap is much less 
in the developed coastal districts (such as Khurda, 
Cuttack, and Jagatsinghpur), and much higher in 
the underdeveloped districts (such as Kalahandi, 
Nuapada, and Nabarangpur), mainly in the KBK 
region. 


According to NHFS Report, 69.5% 
women are literate who completed standard 9 or 
higher and can read a whole sentence or part of a 
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sentence (NHFS-5). Gender and regional 
disparities in literacy rates are narrowing year by 
year, but the remaining disparity is large and can’t 
be ignored. To reduce dropout rates and 
encourage girl’s education, the Odisha 
Government has implemented special 
programmes that include the establishment of 
special schools such as Sevashrams, Residential 
Sevashrams and Kanyashrams. 


Sources of Livelihood 


The lack of occupational health and safety 
protection in unorganized sectors is a great issue 
where the majority of female workers are 
concentrated. The female workforce, which 
accounts for one-third of India’s rural workers, 
faces serious labour-related problems and 
limitations, including: lack of continuity, anxiety, 
wage discrimination, unsafe working conditions, 
lack of medical care and inability to treat 
accidents. The prominent presence of women’s 
labour in the organised sector 1s as contract labour. 
Thousands of women workers are employed in 
construction industry where they work as 
secondary workers by doing head loading, stone 
breaking, cleaning and other forms of daily wage 
labour. Women also engaged in small industries 
as workers of beedi rolling, making agarbatti, 
stitching and packing garments. 


Women in Odisha, in addition to 
traditional domestic work such as cooking and 
caring for children and other family members, 
particularly the old-age people, engage in unpaid 
activities like preserving kitchen gardens, working 
in domestic poultry, collecting firewood, gathering 
cow dung, husking paddy, grinding food grain and 
fetching water. Though they contribute a lot to 
the family income but their contribution is not 
counted. Thus, they find themselves vulnerable. 
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Issues affecting immigrant women include low 
wages, non-payment of earnings, gender disparity 
in wages, forced sex work and trafficking, 
violence, increased domestic violence and 
exploitation of single women. There is a lack of 
gender awareness and negligence of education, 
lack of health services for themselves and their 
children and it leads to physical, psychological, 
social deprivation. 


Government has implemented various 
schemes for the holistic development of women. 
Under Mission Shakti scheme, women have 
created groups called Self Help Groups. It has 
played a key role for socio- economic 
empowerment of women. The main objective of 
this scheme is to provide opportunities for the 
upliftment of socio- economic status of women in 
Odisha. 


Opportunities 


Both the Central and State Government 
have launched various Programmes which have 
been working to eradicate gender disparity and 
promote women empowerment. Some of those 
programmes are discussed below- 


— District Primary Education Project 
(DPEP) 


— The Sarva Siksha Abhtyan(SSA) 


The above programmes consist of supply 
of free textbooks for girls, formation of resource 
groups for girls’ education at block, district, and 
state level, facility of separate toilets for girls, 
training of teachers on gender issues, provision 
of Village Education Committee (VEC) etc to 
promote quality education for all children. The 
main objective of these programmes is to 
implement universal elementary education. 
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Beti Bachao Beti Padhao 


In 2015, Ministry of Women and Child 
Development of Government of India has started 
a campaign for the elimination of gender disparity 
in India. It also aims to create awareness, ensure 
welfare facilities including education and health 
facilities of girls. 


MGNREGA 


It has been introduced for the provision 
of at least 100 days of wage-guaranteed 
employment for unskilled manual labour in a 
financial year. Though women’ participation 1s 
quite low, still it creates a hope for enhancing the 
livelihood security. 


Mission Shakti 


The Government of Odisha launched this 
scheme on the occasion of International Women’s 
Day on 8 March 2001. The purpose of the mission 
is to empower women by establishing and 
promoting women Self Help groups (WSHG). It 
also empowers women by strengthening their 
economic status. A separate Directorate is 
working under the Department of Women and 
Child Development to provide support and 
monitor development. 'Mission Shakti’ is a 
mission to fight against rural poverty through 
SHGs. 


Biju Kanya Ratna Yojana 


This Scheme was launched by the 
Government of Odisha. This scheme aims to 
address the issue of decreasing child sex ratio in 
Odisha. The main purpose of this scheme is to 
create an enabling environment for girl child and 
to secure their growth and dignity. 


Kishori Shakti Yojana (KSY) 


This 1s a special intervention designed for 
adolescent aged 11—18 year under the “Integrated 
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Child Development Scheme” Programme. The 
scheme mainly aims to address gender related 
disadvantage and create a safe and supportive 
environment for the development of adolescent 


girls. 
Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) 


On 12" April, 2005, Government of 
India has inaugurated this for safe motherhood 
by promoting institutional delivery among poor 
pregnant women. This scheme is working to 
facilitate medication and health assistance through 
ASHA workers to reduce maternal and neonatal 
mortality. 


Mamata scheme 


This scheme is being implemented by 
Government of Odisha to provide financial 
assistance to pregnant and lactating mothers. 
Through providing monetary incentives, 
Government is trying to facilitate the improvement 
of maternal and infant nutrition. 
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Odisha State Cooperative Bank 
Celebrates Platinum Jubilee 


State Cooperative Banks are the highest-level 
cooperative banks 1n each of the states. They raise 
funds and assist in their proper distribution among 
various sectors. Individual borrowers receive 
funds from state cooperative banks via central 
cooperative banks and primary credit 
societies. 


All-State Apex Cooperative Banks in 
India have their own national federation, 
the National Federation of State Cooperative 
Banks, which was founded in 1967 in Mumbai. 


What is a State Cooperative Bank ? 


e The Maclagan Committee emphasised 
the importance of establishing these 
banks, recommending the establishment 
of a provincial cooperative bank capable 
of attracting deposits from the urban 
classes and channelling them to the 
agricultural sector via district central 
banks. 


e State cooperative banks are the apex 
institutions in the state’s three-tier 
cooperative credit structure. There is 
a State cooperative bank in every state. 


e They serve as a conduit through which 
the Reserve Bank of India lends to 
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cooperatives and thus participates in rural 
finance. 


e They serve as balancing centres for 
central cooperative banks by making 
available surplus funds from some central 
cooperative banks. 


e They finance, control, and supervise the 
central cooperative banks and, through 
them, the primary credit societies. 


e Central cooperative banks are not 
permitted to borrow or lend among 
themselves. 

e Working capital is obtained by state 


cooperative banks from their own funds, 
deposits, borrowings, and other sources. 


e State cooperative banks are primarily 
concerned with providing loans and 
advances to cooperative societies. 


State Cooperative Bank — Significance 


e Each state has a State Cooperative Bank 
that oversees the progress and 
performance of cooperative credit 
institutions on a state-by-state basis. 


e It is an apex institution tasked with guiding 
the cooperative movement under the 
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Hon'ble Governor of Odisha Prof. Ganeshi Lal at the Platinum Jubilee celebration of 


Odisha State Co-operative Bank. 


overall direction of the State 
Government. 


Their relationships with the Central 
Cooperative Banks operating at the 
district level are similar to the Central 
Banks’ relationships with the Primary 
Societies. 


State cooperative banks make loans and 
subsidies to Central Cooperative Banks, 
inspect them, and act as their banker. 


They raise funds from public deposits, 
share capital, and loans from state 
governments, the Reserve Bank of India, 
the State Bank of India, and other 
commercial banks. 


They also assist various cooperative 
organisations in forming alliances, 
financing the supply and distribution of 
essential commodities, and so on. 
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State Cooperative Bank — Limitations 


There have been instances where few 
societies have made large advances to 
primary credit societies and later 
on recovery has become a serious 
problem. 


Overdue have been piling up for a 
variety of reasons. 


Credit limits for central co-operative 
banks have not been carefully set. 


The state cooperative banks are also 
dealing with anumber of other issues. 


State cooperative banks are primarily 


concerned with giving loans and advances to 
cooperative societies. More than 98% of loans 
are granted to these societies, with approximately 
75% of them being for a short period of time. 
The majority of loans are given for agricultural 
purposes. 
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The Odisha State Cooperative Bank Ltd. 
(OSCB) came into existence on 2 April 1948 
as Orissa Provincial Cooperative Bank Ltd. after 
being registered under Bihar-Orissa Cooperative 
Societies Act, 1935, with twenty-two members 
and a Share Capital of Ten Thousand Rupees. 
The Bank started functioning in arented two room 
brick build tenement located on the banks of river 
Kathajodi with few wooden chairs and tables and 
a tin box to serve as cash box. The Bank was 
renamed The Orissa State Cooperative Bank in 
1951. The Bank is a scheduled Bank in the 
second schedule of the Reserve Bank of India 
Act 1934. It has grown significantly over the last 
75 years in all the financial parameters and is 
considered as one of the Best State Cooperative 
Banks at the National level. The Bank has a unique 
record of uninterrupted profit making since its 
inception and paying dividend to its Share holders 
on continuous basis. The Bank has also been 
recognized by various national level agencies for 
its meritorious performance over the years. OSCB 
as the Apex Bank in the three tier Shrot Term 
Cooperative Credit Structure has been playing 
pivotal role in overall growth of the agrarian 
economic development of the State. OSCB 
operates through its fourteen number branches 
and providing credit facility to urban customers 
as well. The Bank offers different schemes like 
housing, personal, vehicle and educational loans. 
The entire deposit tapped through the branches 
is deployed in the State. 


During the seventy five year journey the 
bank has witnessed series of ups and downs in 
the economic and financial front but remained 
persistent with uninterrupted profit making. With 
changing times the bank continued to adapt to 
the newly evolved banking scenarios in terms of 
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technology adoption and product innovation to 
keep itself at par with other Public Sector Banks 
and Private Banks. The bank has an admirable 
track record of improving its key financial 
indicators on a year-to-year basis and today it is 
considered to be one of the best Cooperative 
Banks tn India. 


OSCB at the apex level is the leader of 
Short Term Cooperative Credit Structure 
(STCCS) comprising 17 District Central 
Cooperative Banks (DCCB) and 2710 Primary 
Agriculture Credit Cooperative Societies (PACS). 
Under the able leadership of OSCB, the STCCS 
is providing over 16000 Crore of crop loans to 
farmers every year which is about 58% of the 
total crop loan financed in the State. As at the 
end of the financial year 2022 the STCC has 
issued 42.04 Lakh number of Kisan Credit Cards 
(KCC) to the farmers of which 34.64 Lakh KCC 
holders have been provided with agriculture loan 
of Rs. 16193.18 Crore during 2021-22. OSCB 
has facilitated organization and credit linkage of 
14982 Self Help Groups (SHGs) and 39657 Joint 
Liability Groups (JLGs) to meet the credit 
requirement of Share Croppers, Tenant Farmers 
and Oral lessees. 


The Bank continues its focus on provision 
of Innovative, Technology-driven interventions for 
delivery of banking and credit services to the rural 
populaces through online through online banking 
operation of DCCBs and PACS on Core 
Banking Solutions (CBS). 


Manas Ranjan Khuntia, (OSD), Information & Public 
Relations Department. 
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Tiger and Similipal Tiger Reserve of Odisha 


Forest is a peculiar organism of unlimited 
kindness and benevolence that makes no 
demand for its sustenance and extends 
protection to all beings, offering shade even 
to the axe-man who destroys it. 


- Goutam Buddha 
TIGER: AN ANIMAL OF CURIOSITY 


The tiger is an animal of curiosity from 
the children to the old. It is discussed as the king 
of jungle although it does not possess any such 
character, behaviour, feature or structure. Many 
naturalists, biologists, scientists, artists, poets and 
writers describe this animal in various ways. In 
ancient times, kings of different states had a hobby 
to visit jungles especially for hunting tigers. But, 
now tigers are being hunted and poached for the 
sake of the skin and teeth to sell these body parts 
in the form of national and international trading. 
This is the reason why the population of tiger has 
declined seriously and alarmingly. 


TIGER: A MAJESTIC ANIMAL OF 
DIVERSITY 


The body of tiger measures about 10 feet 
from nose to tail. The height is approximately 
three feet in shoulder and weight is around 220 
kg. The average size of the skull is 15 inches. 
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Body of the animal is quite unique. Stripes are 
present all over the body (Fig. 1). In fact, in belly 
region, it is vertical, in legs horizontal and in tail 
region stripes of rings are present. There is fur 
(hair) all over the body. It provides camouflage, 
warmth and protection. 


The tiger is at the apex of the biome 
pyramid of the land in which, it lives and every 
life form in its territory is influenced by its presence 
or absence. The tiger is a predator known 
ecologically as a ‘second stage of consumer’ one 
which needs primary consumer to prey on. 
Therefore, to preserve and maintain the tiger a 
whole ecosystem of producers and consumers 
has also to be preserved and maintained at a 
natural level exceptionally sensitive to any change 
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in environment. It is an index of environment quality 
for which it is regarded as an “tndicator species”. 
In the international market, the value of tiger skin, 
bone and some other parts have high demand and 
have value. 


CAUSES OF DECLINE OF TIGER 
POPULATION 


The principal threat to the tiger population 
throughout the world and in India is poaching for 
bone and other parts of the body for Chinese 
based medicinal system. Poaching for skin (Figs. 
2 and 3) continues, but they are less valuable than 
bones. Mounted head are sold to foreigners, 
although they have to be smuggled into most 
countries of the world because legal export and 
import is banned by the Conservation of 
International Trade in Endangered Species 


Fig. 2 Skin of a tiger. 


Tiger population is under serious threat 
worldwide. The main causes of the decline are as 
follows. 
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Fig. 3 The tiger skin seized at Nepal from 
Corbett. 


1. HABITAT LOSS AND PREY 
DEPLETION 


The increasing pressure on tiger habitats 
due to agriculture, industrialisation, degradation 
and fragmentation of natural habitats, forests and 
natural grasslands are one of the main reasons. 


2. MAN-TIGER CONFLICT 


Lack of natural food and habitat causes 
these wild animals to come out of the forest areas 
which is a major cause of man-tiger conflict. 
Therefore, the news in many parts of the world at 
times is “man-eating tiger’. 


3. POACHING 


Tigers are often poached for their bones, 
fur and other body parts which are used in 
traditional Chinese medicine. 


4. POOR GENETIC DIVERSITY 


Tiger population is showing loss of many 
alleles which may be due to an isolated population 
without any genetic exchange. Tigers, like all other 
species, need genetic diversity to survive especially 
under climate change. 


TIGERS OF THE WORLD 


Worldwide, nine species of tigers are on 
record (Table 1). The nomenclature is done 
according to the distribution of the animal. The 
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launching of the Project was quite late as there was 
already extinction of 3 subspecies of tiger (Table 
1). Tigers belong to cat family. There are 
appropriately 40 species of animals under cat family 
(Table 2) which includes both large cats (Figs.4.a 
and 4.b) and small cats (Figs. 5.a and b). 


Table 01 Different type of tigers in the world 


SL COMMON NAME 


Bali tiger 
Java tiger or Javan tiger 


Caspian tiger 


l 

2 

3 

4 Bengal tiger or Indian tiger 
5 Sumatran tiger 

6 Indo-Chinese tiger 
7 


Siberian or Manchurian or Amur tiger 
Korean tiger or Ussurian tiger 


8 South China or Amoy tiger 


9 Malayan tiger or Southern Indochinese tiger 


PROJECT TIGER: A PROJECT FOR 
CONSERVATION AND PRESERVATION 


Although tiger is the national animal of India, 
over the last fifty years the number of tigers in 
India and throughout the world has decreased 
alarmingly. At the turn of century, it was estimated 
that there were 40,000 tigers in India, but now its 
number is only in few hundred (Fig. 6). At first, 
all India tiger census was conducted in 1972 which 
revealed the poor condition of tigers in our 
country. After that subsequent tiger census were 
conducted. The progressive decline of census 
report enhanced the thought for saving and 
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conserving the big cat of jungle and then ‘Project 
Tiger’ was launched. 


Project Tiger, as conservation of tigers in 
India, was launched in 1* April, 1973 at Corbett 
National Park, Uttar Pradesh. The Project has 


STATUS SCIENTIFIC NAME 
Extinct Panthera tigris balica 
Extinct Panthera tigris sondaica 
Extinct Panthera tigris virgata 
Living Panthea tigris tigris 

Living Panthera tigris sumatrae 
Living Panthera tigris corbetti 
Living Panthera tigris altaica 
Living Panthera tigris amoyensis 
Living Panthera tigris jacksoni or 


Panthera tigris malayensis 


Ae - + Jae ® . 


Fig. 4.a (Large wild cats of the world) 
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SI Common Name Latin Name Lineage 

No. 

1 Lion Panthera leo 

2 Leopard Panthera pardus 

3 Jaguar Panthera onca 

4 Tiger Panthera tigris Panthera Lineage 
5 Snow Leopard Panthera uncia 

6 Clouded Leopard Neofelis nebulosa 

7 Sunda Clouded Leopard Neofelis Diardi 

8 Asiatic Golden Cat Catopuma temminck1i 

9 Borneo Bay Cat Catopuma badia Bay Cat Lineage 
10 Marbled Cat Pardofelis marmorata 

11 Caracal Caracal caracal 

12 African Golden Cat Caracal aurata Caracal Lineage 
13 Serval Leptailurus serval 

14 Geoffroy's Cat Leopardus geoffroyi 

15 Guina Leopardus guigna 

16 Southern Oncilla Leopardus guttulus 

17 Northern Oncilla Leopardus tigrinus Ocelot Lineage 
18 Andean Cat Leopardus Jacobita 

19 Colocolo Leopardus colocolo 

20 Margay Leopardus wiedii 

21 Ocelot Leopardus pardalis 

2D Iberian Lynx Lynx pardinus 

23 Eurasian Lynx Lynx Lynx Lynx Lineage 
24 Canada Lynx Lynx canadensis 

25 Bobcat Lynx rufus 
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26 
ae | 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
oS) 
34 
35 
36 
a7 
38 


Mountain Lion 
Jaguarundi 

Cheetah 

Mainland Leopard Cat 
Sunda Leopard Cat 
Fishing Cat 
Flat-headed Cat 
Rusty-spotted Cat 
Pallas Cat 

European Wild Cat 
African Wild Cat 
Chinese Mountain Cat 
Sand Cat 


Black-footed Cat 
Jungle Cat 


Fig. 4.b Cat family found in Indian 


subcontinent 
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Puma concolor 
Herpailurus yagouaroundi Puma Lineage 
Acinonyxjubatus 
Prionailurus bengalensis 
Prionailurus Javanensis 
Prionailurus viverrinus 
Prionailurus planiceps Leopard Cat Lineage 
Prionailurus rubiginosus 

Otocolobus manul 

Felis silvestris 

Felis lybica 

Felis bieti 


Felis margarita Domestic Cat 


Lineage 


Felis nigripes 


Felis chaus 


Fig. 5.b World’s smallest wild cat. 
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Fig. 6 The dramatic decrease of tiger populations over the last decades. 


9 
A 


WWE 


Fig. 7.a (Logo of WWF) 


LW Sa ae 
Fig. 7.b The giant panda “CHI CHI” 
named the symbol of WWE. 


personal backing of the former Prime Ministerof support of the World Wide Fund for Nature 
India Late Mrs Indira Gandhi. She set up a “Task (WWF) (Figs.7.a and 7.b) and International 
Force’ to formulate a Project for tiger Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural 
conservation under the guidance of Dr Karan Resources (IUCN) under the executive direction 
Singh, Chairman, Indian Board for Wildlife, the of Late Kailash Sankhala. 
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The aims of project tiger are stated below. 


The project has been one of the world’s 
most prestigious and initially successful 
conservation projects. The main aim of this project 
tiger was as follows. 


(1) To ensure maintenance of a viable 
population of tiger in India for scientific, economic, 
aesthetic, cultural and ecological values. 


(2) To preserve for all time, areas of high 
biological importance as a national heritage for 
the benefit, education and enjoyment of the 
people. 


The project tiger started as a Central 
Sector Scheme with the full assistance of Central 
Government till 1980-81, with equally sharing of 
expenditure between the central and state. The 
WWE has given an assistance of US $ 1 million 
in the form of equipment, expertise and literature. 
From nine tiger reserves 1n 1973, it expanded to 
48 tiger reserves in 2014. Viable tiger population 
exists only in Project tiger defined areas while 
outside populations are highly depleted. Over the 
years, the project envisioned a core-buffer 
corridor strategy. 


After launching the project, various tiger 
reserves, national parks and sanctuaries were 
created in the country on a ‘core-buffer’ strategy. 
The core areas were free from all sorts of human 
activities and the buffer areas were subjected to 
conservation oriented land use. Initially (1972) 
only 9 tiger reserves were established in different 
states of India covering an area of about 13,017 
sq. km. In 2003, there are 27 tiger reserve 
covering an area about 16,339 sq. km. But, in 
2021, this number of tiger reserves has been 
increased to 53. This speaks of the interest, care 
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and concern of the Government of India to 
promote, protect and preserve the population of 
tiger. 


PROJECT TIGER : ABOON 


(1) Project tiger has saved the endangered 
tiger from extinction, and has put the species on 
an assured path to recovery by improving the 
protection and status of its habitat. 


(2) The core buffer strategy of Project tiger 
has provided scope for eliciting local public 
support through site specific eco-development in 
the buffer/fringe areas. 


(3) The Project has contributed towards 
several intangible environmental benefits to 
society. 


(4) Wages are provided for the benefit of 
fringe dwelling communities, who are deployed 
as local work force for protection. 


(5) Several other species of plants and 
animals have been saved from extinction. 


(6) The local communities are benefiting from 
eco-tourism apart from eco-developmental inputs 
in fringe areas. 


(7) The Project has served as a role model 
for wildlife management planning, habitat 
restoration, protection and eco-development. 


(8) The All India Estimation of tiger, co- 
predators and prey animals has been refined by 
project Tiger in collaboration with the Wildlife 
Institute of India (WII), Dehradun with a peer 
review mechanism comprising independent 
experts, both national and international. 
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Fig. 8 Census of tiger up to 2018. 


POPULATION OF TIGER AND ITS 
CENSUS 


To know the population, census is 
required (Fig.8). The figure that is available today 
is because of enumeration of the animal which 1s 
undertaken in following four ways. In fact, census 
of tiger 1s undertaken once in four years by the 
Government of India. The latest census report 1s 
expected to be published in 2022. The census of 
tiger is undertaken in following four ways 


(Fig. 9). 
(1) PUGMARK TECHNIQUE 


Each tiger is known to leave a distinct 
pugmark (impression of foot print) on the ground 
and these are different from the others in the big 
cat family. Photographs or plaster casts of these 
pugmarks are then analysed to assess the tiger 
numbers. 


(2) INSTALLATION OF CAMERA 


A camera trap 1s a remotely activated 
camera that is equipped with a motion sensor or 
an infrared sensor, or uses a light beam as a trigger. 
Camera trapping is a method of capturing wild 
animals on film when researchers are not present. 
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Fig. 9 Different methods of 
census of tiger. 


(3) DOUBLE SAMPLING METHOD 


The first stage involves ground survey by 
the forest department. Under this forest, the staff 
of forest department collects evidences of tiger 
presence such as pugmarks, scat or scratches on 
trees. The next stage involves camera trapping. 
Based on the ground surveys, locations are chosen 
for installing cameras. 


(4) GENETIC SAMPLING 


In areas where it is difficult to sample with 
camera traps or conduct ground surveys, 
researchers use non-invasive genetic sampling of 
tiger scats to detect the presence of tiger. 


SIMILIPAL TIGER RESERVE : THE 
HIDDEN TREASURE OF INDIA 


The population of tiger in Odisha has 
increased from 142 in 1972 to 192 in 2004. 
According to the All India Tiger Estimation 
Report, 2014 released in January, 2015, a fall in 
Odisha’s tiger population to 28 from 32 in 2010 
and 45 in 2006 is recorded. Odisha is proud of 
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having Similipal Tiger Reserve and two additional 
areas namely Sunabeda and Satkoshia—Baisipalli 
Sanctuaries have been included under the network 
of Tiger Reserves. Similipal is a densely forested 
hill range. It has the richest watershed in the state 
of Odisha. The name Similipal is given from the 
word ‘Simul’ which means ‘Silk cotton’. Similipal 
was declared as a Biosphere Reserve in 1994 
and Wildlife sanctuary in 1979. Then it has been 
proposed as Similipal National Park since 1980. 
It is located in the district of Mayurbhany in the 
state of Odisha covering an area of about 2271.78 
sq. kms. 


Similipal 1s home to a wide range of wild 
animals. It includes 55 species of mammals, 304 
species of birds, 20 species of amphibians, 62 
species of reptiles and 37 species of fishes. 
Similipal is housed by varieties of fauna namely 
amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals. The 
significant mammals are Tiger (Fig.10), Leopard, 
Elephant, Bison, Bear, Ratel, Sambar, Spotted 
deer, Mouse deer, Barking deep, Chowsingha, 
Ruddy mongoose, Pangolin, Squirrel, Hanuman 
langur etc. Varieties of birds include Pea Fowl, 
Red Jungle fowl, Hornbill, Hill myna, Gray 
wagtail, Alexandrine parakeet, Serpent eagle, etc. 
The creeping creatures like reptiles observed are 
Python, King cobra, Viper, Banded krait, Monitor 


a i “ isha * 
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Fig. 10 Tiger in the forest of Similipal. 
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lizard, Forest Calotes, Chameleon, Mugger 
crocodile, Black turtle, Tent turtle, etc. Apart from 
that, Similipal Biosphere Reserve (SBR) also 
houses many more unnoticed animals, said animals 
and microbes which need to be investigated and 
reported. 


FUTURE FOR TIGERS 


Tiger habitats exist in environments of 
thousands of indigenous communities which 
depend on them. Therefore, we cannot view these 
protected areas in isolation from the surrounding 
socioeconomic realities and developmental 
priorities of the government. Tigers now need a 
preservationalist approach. Regional planning is 
important around tiger reserve to foster ecological 
connectivity between protected areas restorative 
inputs with integrated planning. The management 
plan of a tiger reserve, therefore, needs to be 
integrated in larger regional management plans. 
India has a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with Nepal on controlling trans-boundary 
illegal trade in wildlife and conservation, apart from 
a protocol on tiger conservation with China. A 
Global Tiger Forum of Tiger Range Countries has 
been created for addressing international issues 
related to tiger conservation. 


The Tiger Range Countries which are the 
members of CITES are Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Russia, Thailand and 
Vietnam. 


Odisha is a suitable area for tigers. 
Especially pockets like Similipal Biosphere 
Reserve, Sunabeda forest and Satkosia-Baisipalli 
Sanctuaries are highly congenial environment with 
dense forest with beautiful floral assemblage 
including orchids which 1s desired for the habitat 
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of tigers. If systematic, scientific and futuristic 
approaches are adopted, the dwindling population 
would be restored. The planning and proposal of 
the Government of Odisha is highly commendable 
for the growth, development and increased 
population of this species. Our attitude and 
aptitude towards the accelerated population of 
the tiger will enhance the altitude. Let us hope for 
the best with best of our interest. Everybody’s 
care, share and prayer will, no doubt, heighten 
the magnitude of the foot print of our tigers. Odisha 
and Nandankanan in particular is famous for the 
good population of white tigers (Fig. 11) in the 
world. This is possible because of intensive and 
exhaustive care, protection, maintenance and 
breeding programme by the authorities of 
Nandankanan and Government of Odisha. 
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TIGER : THE INDICATOR OF NATURE 
AND FUTURE 


Tiger 1s popular and spectacular because 
of its discussion, description, and inscription. To 
save, preserve and conserve this animal, the 
Government of India has declared it to be National 
Animal of India. Several attempts and researches 
are on process to increase the declined population 
of tiger. In fact, tiger is such a species of our 
nature, its presence and existence speaks the 
healthy condition of the biodiversity. Therefore, it 
is regarded as the “indicator species” of the 
surroundings. It is not only the indicator of nature 
but also indicator of our future. 


Animals are our treasure of nature. They 
are wealth for health. They are even our 


teachers, educators and engineers. Let us 
love to be loved for better future. 


Colonel Prof. Prafulla Kumar Mohanty, Vice Chancellor, 
Khallikote Unitary University, Brahma Vihar, Brahmapur, 
Ganjam - 760 001 Mob: 92385 71378, E-mail : 
prafulla.mohanty3@gmail.com 
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The Benefits and the Challenges for 
Simultaneous Polls in India 


India is the World’s largest democracy and Indian 
elections are termed as the ‘greatest’ democratic 
carnival in the world but these massive exercises 
are not only costly but human resource intensive. 
These issues have given rise to debates on 
whether it would be prudent to hold simultaneous 
general and assembly elections. The concept of 
simultaneous polls is not new to the country. It 
has been a subject of debate for several years 
and now once again in consideration after Prime 
Minister floats the idea of having simultaneous 
elections. 


Indian polity is perennially in an election 
mode. On an average 5-7 Assembly elections 
happen every year. Such frequent electoral cycles 
end up negatively impacting administrative and 
developmental activities in the poll-bound states 
and impacts the larger governance process in 
general. There is a serious need to evolve a 
mechanism to end this frequent cycle of elections. 


‘Simultaneous Elections’ is defined as 
structuring the Indian election cycle in a manner 
such that elections to Lok Sabha and State 
Assemblies are synchronized together. Elections 
to Local bodies, which is a state 
subject, are not included in it. 


“With some election or the other 
throughout the year, normal activities of the 
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government come to a standstill because of 
the code of conduct. If political parties collectively 
think, we can change it,” former President Late 
Pranab Mukherjee had said. 


The Election Commission in its annual 
report had suggested as early as in 1983 that a 
system should be evolved so that elections to Lok 
Sabha and State Legislative Assemblies could 
be held simultaneously. 


The Justice B.P. Jeevan Reddy- 
headed Law Commission said in its 
170" Report of May 1999 that “we must go 
back to the situation where the elections to Lok 
Sabha and all the Legislative Assemblies are held 
at once” 


The 79" Report of the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee (2015) also favoured the 
idea which was reiterated by a NITI 
Aayog paper in 2017. 


The disruption of simultaneous elections in 
India : 


The First General Elections to the House 
of People (Lok Sabha) and all State Legislative 
Assemblies were held simultaneously in 1951-52. 


That practice continued in three 
subsequent General Elections held in the years 
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1957, 1962 and 1967. However, due to the 
premature dissolution of some Legislative 
Assemblies in 1968 and 1969, the cycle got 
disrupted. 


In 1970, the Lok Sabha was itself 
dissolved prematurely and fresh elections were 
held in 1971. Thus, the First, Second and Third 
Lok Sabha enjoyed full five-year terms. 


The term of the Fifth Lok Sabha was 
extended till 1977 under Article 352. After that, 
the Eighth, Tenth, Fourteenth and Fifteenth Lok 
Sabha could complete their full five-year terms. 
The Sixth, Seventh, Ninth, Eleventh, Twelfth and 
Thirteenth Lok Sabha was dissolved prematurely. 


As aresult of premature dissolutions and 
extension of terms of both the Lok Sabha and 
various State Legislative Assemblies, for the 
last forty-eight years, there have been separate 
elections to Lok Sabha and States Legislative 
Assemblies, and the cycle of simultaneous 
elections has been disturbed. 


The benefits of simultaneous elections : 


Firstly, it would reduce the massive 
expenditure incurred for the conduct of separate 
elections every year. 


Secondly, Election Commission of India 
had pegged the expenditure for simultaneous 
elections at 4,500 crores (2014 Lok Sabha cost 
3,870 crores to the exchequer and Bihar elections 
2015 alone cost the government 300 crores). 


Thirdly, Simultaneous elections to the Lok 
Sabha and State Assemblies also help ruling 
parties focus on governance instead of being 
constantly in election mode. 


Fourthly, Elections lead _ to 
the imposition of Model Code of Conduct in 
the poll-bound State/area. The imposition of the 
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Code puts on hold for many months at a stretch, 
the entire development programmes and activities 
of the Union and State governments. Most of the 
time, in the poll-bound State it even affects normal 
day-to-day governance. This often leads to policy 
paralysis and governance deficit. 


Fifthly, Frequent elections lead to 
disruption of normal public life and impact the 
functioning of essential services. The holding of 
political rallies disrupts road traffic and also leads 
to noise pollution. Such disruptions would be 
limited to a certain pre-determined period of time 
if elections are held simultaneously. 


Sixthly, Elections are also polarizing 
events which perpetuate caste, religion and 
communal issues because candidates are 
often ‘forced to talk politically’ for the sake of 
electoral benefits. 


Lastly, simultaneous elections would free 
crucial manpower which is often deployed for 
prolonged periods on election duties for example 
in 2019 Loka Sabha Election as many as three 
lakh Para Military personnel along with over 20 
lakh State Police officials and home guards were 
deployed for the 7" phase Lok Sabha Election in 
the country. The Home Ministry official said 
deployment of such a large number of Security 
personnel in this election was the highest ever in 
India. 


Challenges of Simultaneous Elections : 
Operational feasibility: 


Simultaneous elections are almost nearly 
impossible to implement, as it would mean 
arbitrarily curtailing or extending the term of 
existing legislatures to bring their election dates in 
line with the due date for the rest of the country. 
Such a measure would undermine democracy and 
federalism. 
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The Law Commission in its recent report has 
suggested an alternative: 


Categorise States based on proximity to 
the next general election, and have one round of 
State Assembly polls with the next Lok Sabha 
election, and another round for the remaining 
States 30 months later. But this 1s still no guarantee 
that mid-term polls would not be needed. 


The deployment of security 
forces and officials in 700,000 polling stations 
located in widely varying geographic and climatic 
conditions, all at the same time is going to be 
extremely difficult. It is precisely these problems 
that begun to cause elections to be held in multiple 
phases and on different dates even in the same 
State. 


Against Democracy: 


Critics also say that forcing simultaneous 
elections is against democracy because trying to 
force an artificial cycle of elections and restricting 
the choice for voters is not correct. 


Impact on Voter Behaviour: 


Some political parties argue that it may 
influence voter behaviour 1n a manner that voters 
would end up voting on national issues even for 
State elections and this may lead to larger national 
parties winning both State and Lok Sabha 
elections thereby marginalizing regional parties. 


Election Issues: 


State and national elections are often 
fought on different sets of issues — and in 
simultaneous elections, voters may end up 
privileging one set over the other in ways they 
might not have done otherwise. 


Diminished Accountability: 


Having to face the electorate more than 
once every 5 years enhances the accountability 
of politicians and keeps them on their toes. Finally, 
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a lot of jobs are also created during the elections, 
which boosts the economy at the grassroots 
levels. 


Constitutional and Statutory Provisions 
Relevant to the Issue Article 83(2) of the 
Constitution provides for anormal term of five 
years for the House of People (Lok Sabha). 


Article 172 (1) provides for a similar 
tenure for the State Legislative Assembly from 
the date of its first sitting. Tenure of the House 
cannot be extended beyond five years except in 
emergency situations. 


Implementing this measure will require 
multiple Constitutional amendments, amendments 
to the Representation of People’s Act, and other 
such laws. It will also require a great deal of 
political support and understanding. 


The Election Commission has suggested 
that the term of Lok Sabha could commence and 
end on predetermined dates, and to avoid 
premature dissolution, no-confidence motions 
should be moved simultaneously with a confidence 
motion for the individual hoping to be the next 
PM. 


If the House is still dissolved, the 
President can run the government for the rest of 
the term —or, if that period is long, fresh elections 
can be held for a House that would last only for 
the remaining length of time. Assemblies can, as a 
one-time measure, be extended or curtailed to 
align their elections with the Lok Sabha cycle. 


Suggestions: 


Simultaneous elections may be restored 
through an amendment of the Constitution, 
Representation of the People Act, 1951 and Rules 
of Procedure of Lok Sabha and State Legislative 
Assemblies. A definition may be added to section 
2 of the 1951 Act. 
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The no-confidence motion may be 
replaced with a constructive vote of no-confidence 
through amendments in Lok Sabha and State 
Assemblies rules of business. 


Anti-Defection law may be suitably 
diluted to prevent stalemate in case of a hung 
Assembly or Parliament. 


The statutory limit of six months 
for issuance of notification of general elections may 
be extended for securing flexibility as a one-time 
measure. 


Experience of Other Countries 


In South Africa, elections to national as 
well as provincial legislatures are held 
simultaneously for five years and municipal 
elections are held two years later. 


In Sweden election to the national 
legislature (Riksdag) and provincial legislature/ 
county council (Landsting) and local bodies/ 
municipal Assemblies (Kommunfullmaktige) are 
held on a fixed date i.e. second Sunday in 
September for four years. But most other large 
democracies do not have any such system of 
simultaneous elections. 


In Britain, the Fixed-term Parliaments 
Act, 2011 was passed to provide a sense of 
stability and predictability to the British Parliament 
and its tenure. It provided that the first elections 
would be held on the 7th of May, 2015 and on 
the first Thursday of May every fifth year 
thereafter. 


Article 67 of Basic Law for 
the Federal Republic of Germany proposes a 
constructive vote of non-confidence (electing a 
successor while dismissing the incumbent). 
In India, the Law Commission in its report 
(1999) had suggested a simultaneous motion of 
non-confidence in the incumbent government as 
well as the confidence in an alternative government 
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by inserting Rule 198A in the Rules of Procedure 
and Conduct of Business in the Lok Sabha to 
eliminate the need for midterm election and ensure 
stability of government. 


Conclusion 


‘One Nation One Poll’ is a good idea 
for Indian polity but its feasibility needs to be 
thoroughly examined by involving all the 
stakeholders in debate and discussion. In a written 
reply in Lok Sabha, Law Minister Kiren Ryjiju 
said a parliamentary panel had examined the issue 
of simultaneous elections to Lok Sabha and State 
Legislative Assemblies in consultation with various 
stakeholders, including the Election Commission. 
The Committee made certain recommendations 
in this regard. He said the change would require 
amendments in “not less than five” articles of the 
Constitution — article 83 relating to duration of 
Houses of Parliament, article 85 relating to 
dissolution of Lok Sabha by the President, article 
172 relating to duration of the state legislatures, 
article 174 relating to dissolution of the state 
legislatures, and article 356 relating to the 
imposition of President’s Rule in the states. 


Also, the desired goal of having only one 
election every five years cannot be achieved 
overnight in the prevailing circumstances. It has 
to be achieved in stages. It can be said that 
simultaneous elections have the scope for better 
economic growth and to enable the country to 
compete globally more effectively. So we can say 
that conducting simultaneous general and assembly 
elections will be beneficial for the stable and 
healthy social, economic and political environment 
of the country. 


Dr. S. Kumar Swami, Ex-Reader in Pol. Science, Kamala 
Nehru Women’s College, Unit-I, Bhubaneswar-9, 
E-mail: kumar.swami59@gmail.com. 
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Public Relations in Public Health: A Study on 
Niramaya Scheme of Odisha Government 


INTRODUCTION 


“Tt is health that is real wealth, and not pieces of 
gold or silver.” The saying of Mahatma Gandhi 
reiterates that good health is the greatest blessing 
of life. A person with broken health leads life like 
a weary burden. Even the richest man also suffers 
and groans due to bad health. Similarly, a nation 
also relies on the health condition of its public. 
The health enjoyed by citizens determines the 
physical fitness of a country. As a result, public 
health is considered to be an important commodity 
for any nation or government. Therefore, nations 
spend crores of money annually for this essential 
commodity. 


In India, which is the second most 
populous country of the world, the central 
government expends a large sum of its budget 
annually for health while the state governments 
have also their separate allocations on this head. 
In 2018, the Union Government allocated 
Rs.52,800 crore for health sector while the 
government of Odisha has a budget allocation of 
Rs.6,160 crore for health and family welfare. No 
doubt, India has drawn the global attention with 
the changing economical and social aspects in 
recent years. But the country still faces a lot of 
challenges in the health sector. A large amount of 


JULY - AUGUST - 2023 


Dr. Hari Krishna Behera 
Indira Behera 


medical man power, health infrastructure and other 
resources are available in urban areas where only 
31.16% of the total population reside. The rising 
contagious, infectious, non-communicable and 
waterborne diseases not only dominate the rural 
areas but threat the urban people as well. To 
improve the prevailing situation, the problem of 
health is to be addressed both at macro (national 
and state) and micro (regional) levels by upgrading 
the standards of public health. 


What is Public Health ? 


The term ‘Public Health’ 1s defined by Sir 
Donald Acheson in 1988 as ‘the science and art 
of preventing disease, prolonging life and 
promoting, protecting and improving health 
through the organised efforts of society.’ That 
means, public health consists of organized efforts 
to improve the health of communities. Public 
health practice does not rely on specific body of 
knowledge and expertise but rather relies on a 
combination of science and social approaches. 
The definition of public health reflects its central 
goal — the reduction of disease and the 
improvement of health in a community. 


According to the World Health 
Organization (WHO), the three main public health 
functions are: 
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1) Assessing and monitoring the health of 
communities and populations at risk 


2) Formulating public policies to solve locally 
and nationally identified health issues 


3) Assuring access to appropriate and cost- 
effective care, including health promotions and 
disease prevention services for all 


Public health communication aims to 
improve the health status of both individuals and 
populations by informing, influencing, and 
motivating the public about important health 
issues, as well as ensuring that key health concerns 
are on the public agenda. In this context, public 
relations (PR) can play a pivotal role in attaining 
the objectives of public health schemes and 
programmes. Through effective public relations 
strategy, government can discharge its obligations 
in amanner that secures public recognition and 
approval to achieve success. 


What are Public Relations ? 


Public Relations is distincttve management 
function which helps establish and maintain mutual 
lines of communication, understanding, acceptance 
and cooperation between an organization and its 
publics. It involves the management of problems 
or issues. It helps management to keep informed 
and responsive to public opinion. It defines and 
emphasizes the responsibility of management to 
serve the public interest and helps management 
keep abreast of and effectively utilize change, to 
help anticipate trends and then uses research, PR 
tools and sound and ethical communication as its 
principal tools. 


Need for Public Relations 


Investing on Public relations will help the 
organisation to achieve its objective effectively 
and smoothly. Public Relations is not creating good 
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image for a bad team. Since false image cannot 
be sustained for a long time. Though the 
organisation product or services are good it need 
an effective Public Relations campaign for 
attracting, motivating the public to the product or 
service or towards the purpose of the programme. 
It is not only encouraging the involvement from 
the public and also resulting in better image. An 
effective Public Relations can create and build up 
the image of an individual or an organisation or a 
nation. At the time of adverse publicity or when 
the organisation is under crisis an effective Public 
Relations can remove the “misunderstanding’’ and 
can create mutual understanding between the 
organisation and the public. 


Functions of Public Relations 


a) Public Relations is establishing the 
relationship among the two groups (organisation 
and public). 

b) Art or Science of developing reciprocal 
understanding and goodwill. 


C) It analyses the public perception & 
attitude, identifies the organisation policy with 
public interest and then executes the programmes 
for communication with the public. 


Elements of Public Relations 


a) A planned effort or management function. 
b) The relationship between an organisation 
and its publics 

C) Evaluation of public attitudes and 
opinions. 

d) An organisation’s policies, procedures 


and actions as they relate to said organisation’s 
publics. 


e) Steps taken to ensure that said policies, 
procedures and actions are in the public interest 
and socially responsible. 
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f) Execution of an action and or 
communication programme. 


g) Development of rapport, goodwill, 
understanding and acceptance as the chief end 
result sought by public relations activities. 


Brief History of Public Relations 


Public relations have been with us for 
thousands of years. The Greeks had a word for 
it: sematikos: to signify, to mean. Semantikos 
means semantics, which can be defined as how 
to get people to believe things and do things. That 
is not a bad definition of public relations. 


In 50 B.C. Julius Caesar wrote the first 
campaign biography, Caesar’s Gallic Wars. He 
publicized his military exploits to convince the 
Roman people that he would make the best head 
of state. Candidates for political office continue 
to publicize themselves with campaign biographies 
and accounts of military exploits to this day. In 
394 A.D., St. Augustine was a professor of 
rhetoric in Milan the capitol of the Western Roman 
Empire. He delivered the regular eulogies to the 
emperor and was the closest thing to a minister 
of propaganda for the imperial court. Thus, St. 
Augustine was one of the first people in charge of 
public relations. The modern equivalent would be 
the President’s press secretary or communication 
director. In 1776, Thomas Paine wrote “The 
Crisis,” a pamphlet which convinced the soldiers 
of Washington’s army to stay and fight at a time 
when so many were prepared to desert so they 
could escape the cold and the hardships of a 
winter campaign. Paine was a master of political 
propaganda whose writing could get people to 
do things and believe things Benjamin Franklin 
made it arule to forbear all contradiction toothers, 
and all positive assertions of his own. He would 
say, “I conceive” or “I apprehend” or “imagine” 
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a thing to be so, or it appears to be so. Franklin 
pioneered the rules for “personal relations” in an 
era before mass media had made possible a 
profession called “public relations.” 


In the middle of the 19th century 
appeared a man who was to become one of the 
leading publicists of all time, P. T. Barnum. His 
accomplishments include the founding of the 
American Museum and the establishment of the 
Barnum and Bailey Circus. Barnum was a master 
of promotion who could fill his enterprises with 
customers by using what we today would call 
sleazy methods of publicity. For example, he 
announced that his museum would exhibit a 161- 
year-old woman who had been Washington’s 
nurse. He produced an elderly woman and a 
forged birth certificate to make his case. William 
Seward, Lincoln’s secretary of state in 1861, 
gained a large American audience through his 
understanding of how to use the press. He told 
his friend Jefferson Davis (they were friends 
before the war): “I speak to the newspapers — 
they have a large audience and can repeat a 
thousand times what I want to impress on the 
public.”’Public relations became a profession in 
1903 as Ivy Lee undertook to advise John D. 
Rockefeller on how to conduct his public relations. 
Rockefeller owned coal mines and the 
Pennsylvania Railroad. Miners were on strike and 
the railroad hushed up the facts when its trains 
were involved with accidents. 


Lee advised Rockefeller to visit the coal 
mines and talk to the miners. Rockefeller spent 
time listening to the complaints of the miners, 
improved their conditions, danced with their wives, 
and became a hero to the miners. After a railroad 
accident, Lee invited reporters to inspect the 
wreck and get the facts. The Pennsylvania 
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Railroad then obtained its first favourable press 
coverage. 


Lee professionalized public relations by 
following these principles: 


ie Tell the truth 
om Provide accurate facts 


2 The public relations director must have 
access to top management and must be able to 
influence decisions Lee defined public relations, 
saying: Public relations means the actual 
relationship of the company to the people and 
that relationship involves more than talk. The 
company must act by performing good deeds. 


ON THE IMPORTANCE OF TRUTH: 


l. Warren Buffet of Salomon Brothers: “If 
you lose money for the company, I will be 
understanding. If you lose one shred of the 
company’s reputation, I will be ruthless.” 


2: Speaker of the House Sam Rayburn 
commenting on the integrity of Army Chief-of- 
Staff George Marshall: “When General Marshall 
comes to talk to us, we forget whether we are 
Democrats or Republicans. We just remember 
that we are in the presence of aman whois telling 
the truth.” 


Public relations took the next step toward 
professionalism in 1918 as Edward Bernays 
advised the President of the new country of 
Czechoslovakia to announce independence ona 
Monday, rather than on a Sunday to get maximum 
press coverage.In 1923, Bernays published 
“Crystallizing Public Opinion,” in which he 
established several public relations principles. He 
said that public relations had these functions: 


e To interpret the client to the public, which 
means promoting the client 
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e To interpret the public to the client, which 
means operating the company in such a way as 
to gain the approval of the public. 


Bernays and Lee were stressing the idea 
that the corporation should accept social 
responsibility. Bernays’ ideas about social 
responsibility led to his refusal to accept unethical 
clients. 


He created the concept that there are 
many publics and each public needs to be 
appealed to. He advised public relations 
professionals to seek out group leaders and other 
key communicators (opinion leaders), who would 
be able to pass along ideas to other members of 
the public. Other Bernays concepts include: 


a) Public relations are a public service. 
b) Public relations should promote new ideas 
and progress. 


Cc) Public relations should build a public 
conscience. 


Bernays put his ideas into practice when 
he took on as clients Proctor and Gamble and 
the Columbian Rope Company. 


Edward Bernays may truly be called 
the father of public relations and Ivy Lee the 
first public relations counsellor. 


Public Relations in Public Health 


As Edward L. Bernays, one of the 
pioneers in the field of PR, says, “public relations 
is the use of various techniques to attain every 
objective of an organisation or it is the attempt by 
information persuasion and adjustment to engineer 
public support for an activity, cause, movement 
or institution.” It 1s essential for every organization 
to communicate well with its public or target 
audience. In public health context, the main 
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objective of PR is to hasten the dissemination of 
information about government’s various activities 
to the target audience. In other words, the 
objective of any programme can be attained by 
employing a good public relations programme 
which is based on a well organised plan and is 
implemented with careful contemplation. Through 
effective public relations strategy, government can 
discharge its obligations in a manner that secures 
public recognition and approval to achieve 
success. 


In public health communication, a public 
relations programme is not a mere health 
education, rather it involves many facets. In fact, 
it covers all type of relations which the 
department’s staff exercise with the public daily. 
It may be a telephone call or message, a health 
worker’s field visit, or the immunisation of a baby 
which provides daily opportunities for a health 
professional to win public support and 
understanding for a particular health programme. 


Health Care initiatives in Odisha 


According to the Census-2011, Odisha 
has a population of 42 million including a large 
proportion of Scheduled Caste (17%) and 
Scheduled Tribe (23%) populations. It is ranked 
third in terms of Scheduled Tribe population 
housing 62 tribal communities. Department of 
Health & Family Welfare of Odisha government 
is entrusted with the responsibility to provide 
adequate, accessible, equitable and affordable 
health care services to the citizens. Effective 
implementations of Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY), 
Janani Sishu Suraksha Karyakram (JSSK), 
““Niramaya (free drugs schemes)”, 108/102 free 
ambulance services, and establishment of 
maternity waiting homes, operationalization of 
24x7 delivery points and First Referral Units 
(FRUs), establishment of Blood Storage Units at 
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CHC level, establishment of Newborn Care 
Corners, Newborn Stabilization Units and Sick 
Newborn Care Units (SNCU), Nutrition 
Rehabilitation Centers, and capacity building of 
service providers has improved the public health 
care quality at different facility centres. In the 
meantime, active participation of Accredited 
Social Health Activists (ASHAs) and other field 
level workers in village level has helped in bridging 
the gaps between community and the service 
providers. They are also instrumental in increasing 
institutional deliveries and best possible utilization 
of public health facilities. 


Niramaya Scheme 


Niramaya scheme was launched by 
Odisha Government in 2015 with an assurance 
to provide 720 medicines listed in the Emergency 
Drugs List at all the Government run hospitals and 
medical colleges free of cost to the patients. It 
was started with 150 medicines in the list while 
the recently the list has been updated to 570 
numbers. It is managed by State Public Sector 
Odisha Medicine Corporation. The Government 
has allocated an amount of Rs.253 crores in 2017- 
18 budget. The Government also announced to 
set up 1102 drug distribution centres (DDCs) 
which will cover 1234 primary health centres 
(PHCs), 383 Community Health Centres 
(CHCs), 32 District Headquarters Hospitals 
(DHHs), 22 sub-divisional hospitals and 3 
medical colleges. 


However, the scheme faces various 
challenges in implementation stage due to people’s 
lack of faith over quality of the medicines, unethical 
collusion between the private medicine shops, 
chemists and physicians, absence of physicians 
in health facility centres, poor distribution and 
unavailability of medicines at the health centres 
and technical issues like non-installation of 
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software to track stock. To further strengthen 
the scheme, the State Government also launched 
4 new schemes such as Nidan, Sahay, Ama Clinic 
Yojana and Anmol Yojana, which includes benefits 
of free diagnosis, free dialysis, immediate specialist 
consultation and usage of latest technology in 
health care. The Nidan scheme provides facilities 
for free diagnostic tests which include Malaria, 
Dengue, HIV, Hepatitis, A, B and E, Tuberculosis, 
Water-borne diseases as well as basic tests like 
Complete Blood Count, Blood Sugar, Bilirubin, 
Urea Creatinine , Sodium and Potassium. All these 
schemes are effective from 2017 in government 
hospitals and primary health care centres of the 
State. 


METHODOLOGY 


The present study is focused on Niramaya 
scheme. The objective of the study is to analyse 
different public relations strategy adopted by 
Odisha Government to popularize the scheme and 
to discover various methods through which the 
scheme got popularized. The pilot study is carried 
out at two major hospitals in Berhampur of 
Ganjam district — City Hospital and MKCG 
Medical College and Hospital. City Hospital is 
the district headquarters hospital of Ganjam while 
MKCG Medical College and Hospital the 
premier and referral hospital for south Odisha. A 
structured questionnaire with both close and open 
ended questions was used to get response from 
either patients or their attendants. At least 100 
respondents were taken into consideration — 50 
each at the two hospitals mentioned above. 
Meanwhile, some officials and pharmacists, who 
are entrusted with the responsibility to let people 
know about the scheme, were interviewed. 
Basically, the study is focused on external public 
relations. 
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BACKGROUND OF HOSPITALS 
1. M.K.C.G MEDICAL COLLEGE 


Maharaja Krishna Chandra Gajapati 
Medical College & Hospital, Brahmapur, 
popularly known as M.K.C.G. Medical College 
& Hospital is set up by the Government of Odisha 
and functions under the Department of Health & 
Family Welfare, Government of Odisha. The 
medical college was set up with the basic aim of 
providing medical and para-medical education, 
to produce excellent healthcare professionals for 
the community, as well as to render tertiary health 
care to the people of south-western Odisha. The 
medical college campus spans over an area of 
162 Acres. This prestigious institution is the Alma 
Mater to more than 5000 M.B.B.S. graduates 
and more than 1000 postgraduates (M.D/M.S) 
and para-medics like nursing, medical laboratory 
technicians etc. All the courses run by the institute 
are recognized by the professional bodies like 
Medical Council of India, AICTE, etc. 


In the year 1961, the institution was 
started as an extension wing of S.C.B Medical 
College, Cuttack with an annual intake of 40 
students. It was soon shifted to Brahmapur in the 
year 1962 and started functioning in the buildings 
of the District Headquarters Hospital, popularly 
known as City Hospital, Berhampur, using it as 
its teaching hospital. In 1963, the then Health 
Minister of Odisha, Late Dr. P.V. Jagannath Rao 
laid down the foundation stone of the present 
building. The building construction work started 
in 1966 and was completed in 1969. The building 
was inaugurated by Late Sri. R. N. Singh Deo, 
the then Chief Minister of Odisha on 21st February 
1969. Thereafter, the college started functioning 
in its new building. But, the hospital still continued 
to function in the District Headquarters Hospital, 
i.e. City Hospital until the construction of the 
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present hospital building in the campus in the year 

1973. Till date, City Hospital, Berhampur serves 
as the satellite hospital of this medical college for 
teaching and training of medical students. 


During the formative period of 1963 to 
1973, Prof. Sukumar Das, an eminent Surgeon 
of his times, an able administrator and an excellent 
teacher, was the Principal of the medical college. 
He 1s considered as the chief architect of this 
prestigious institution. At the time of inception, it 
was formally named as Berhampur Medical 
College and later on it was named after the 
legendary person, who was instrumental in the 
formation of Odisha State, 1.e. the first Prime 
Minister of Odisha State, Late Maharaja Krushna 
Chandra Gajapati. The initial admission strength 
of 40 MBBS students per year has gradually 
increased over the years to 75 in 1962, 100 in 
1963, 107 in 1984,150 in 2008 and 250 in 2016. 
Postgraduate courses were started in 1971-72 
session in the disciplines of Physiology, General 
Medicine, General Surgery followed by 
Pharmacology, Pathology, SPM, Paediatrics, 
Orthopaedic Surgery, ENT, Ophthalmology, 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology and Anaesthesiology 
in 1972-73. Anatomy, FMT and Biochemistry 
post-graduate courses were started during the 
sessions 1974-75, 1977-78 and 1979-80 
respectively. Recently the Medical Council of 
India has permitted to run two seats in D.M 
(Cardiology).M.K.C.G. Medical College 
Hospital, Brahmapur, during its more than fifty 
years of existence, has produced a large number 
of doctors, specialists, super specialists who have 
worked or working in different parts of the country 
and abroad. The strong academic and practical 
foundations built during their study in this institution 
have enabled them to prove their professional 
excellence in different specialties not only in India 
but also in different parts of the world. 
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2s CITY HOSPITAL 


The City Hospital Berhampur was started 
functioning during the year 1961.Itis Government 
Undertaking Hospital. It provides good quality, 
affordable and hassle-free healthcare. The mission 
is to provide service excellence and quality and 
cost-effective healthcare. Recently many 
modifications in the infrastructure has also 
provided the safest and highest quality health care 
by promoting healthy life. Providing hi-tech 
facilities and services to the core to the local 
society has been achieved due to its location in 
the city of Berhampur. 


FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 


During interactions with the patients or 
their attendants in the premises of both the 
hospital, the researcher received a number of 
responses which are being uniformly coded and 
categorised for discussion. The respondents were 
segregated into four segments according to their 
response regarding awareness about the scheme. 
They are — (1) Familiar and availed benefits, 
(11) Unfamiliar with the scheme and benefits, 
(111) Familiar with the scheme yet not availed the 
benefits and (iv) Unfamiliar with the name of the 
scheme yet availed the benefits. 


Graph-1: Awareness about the Scheme 


At MKCG Medical College and 
Hospital 32 per cent respondents were found 
familiar with the scheme and they have promptly 
availed the benefit of the scheme. Yet, 48 per cent 
respondents neither have any familiarity about the 
scheme nor have taken any benefit out of this. 
However, 12 per cent respondents expressed 
their familiarity over the scheme, but they are 
reluctant to take the benefit due to different 
reasons. Lastly, 8 per cent of respondents were 
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Awareness about Niramaya Scheme 
among respondents at MKCG Medical 
College and Hospital 


© F ariliar and availed 
henefits 


8 Untamiliar with Scheme 
and Benetits 


Familiar yet not availed 
benefits 


®@ Unfamiliar sith the name 
yet availed benefits 


found who have availed the benefit of the scheme 
without familiarity with the name. 


Similarly, at City Hospital 50 per cent 
respondents were found familiar with the scheme 
and they have promptly availed the benefit of the 
scheme. On the other hand, 12 per cent 
respondents neither have any familiarity about the 
scheme nor have taken any benefit out of this. 
However, 25 per cent respondents expressed 
their familiarity over the scheme, but they are 
unwilling to take the benefit due to different 
reasons. Meanwhile, 13 per cent of respondents 
were found who have availed the benefit of the 
scheme without familiarity with the name. 


Why the scheme is unfamiliar? 


The reasons why the scheme is still 
unfamiliar among the respondents are varied. 
Lack of awareness is one of the biggest reasons 
behind the unfamiliarity of the scheme. MKCG 
Medical College and Hospital is a referral hospital 
and people are coming here from mostly rural 
pockets of entire south Odisha. Most of them are 
unexposed to the awareness campaigns regarding 
the scheme. Even though hoardings and posters 
are placed at noticeable places in the hospital 
premises, the respondents are unaware due to 
illiteracy. However, the case is different at City 
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Awareness about Niramaya Scheme 
among respondents of City Hospital 


e Familiar and availed 
benefits 


© Uaytannibiar vith 
Scheme and henehts 


F atndlias yet rot 
availed benetits 


® Untamiliar «ith the 
name yet availed 


lenyefits 


Hospital. Here patients come accompanied with 
ASHA or other ground level health workers who 
are well aware about the scheme and its benefits. 
Some of the respondents expressed that they get 
knowledge about the scheme from the help desk 
which is strategically situated at the centre of the 
hospital. On the other hand, many people have 
no idea about the scheme as they had not faced 
any medical emergency in the family in the recent 
past. Another cause of ignorance among people 
is for their less involvement in various media 
platforms used for the campaign of the scheme. 


Why people are not availing benefits despite 
their awareness? 


Most of the time, people could not avail 
the benefits of the scheme as they had to rush to 
get the medicine early which 1s not possible in the 
DDC in busy hours. Sometimes due to 
unavailability of required medicines, people are 
not being able to avail the benefits. During 
interaction with the store keeper of the drug store 
at City Hospital, the researchers came to know 
that approximately 139 items out of 570 listed 
drugs are available now at the DDC. Some other 
respondents mentioned that they prefer medicines 
from private drug stores as they lack faith in the 
quality of the free medicines of the government. 
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How the scheme got familiar among 
respondents? 


During the interaction with the 
respondents regarding how they became familiar 
about the scheme, the responses were mixed. At 


Medium through which scheme got 
familiar among respondents at City 
Hospital 


m Doctors 
@ Felatives 
ASHA, 
21% fa 
BGovt. Lampaign 
Pouth Publicity 
Posters, Hordings 
21% 
1% 


MKCG Medical College and Hospital, mouth 
publicity plays a vital role in publicizing the scheme. 
That means, people who have already have 
benefited out of the scheme inform others to get 
free medicines from the counter of DDC. 
However, doctors at City Hospital seemed to be 
very concerned as they inform the patients to take 
the benefits of the scheme. Posters, hoardings and 
mouth publicity are also responsible for the 
popularity of the scheme at City Hospital. Last 
but not the least, ASHA workers, who are 
considered the ground army of health care, also 
played a notable role in informing the beneficiaries 
about the benefits of the Niramaya scheme. 


Graph 2: Medium through which the scheme 
got familiar among respondents 


After the interviews with the officials like 
Additional District Medical Officer (ADMO), 
District Programme Manager (DPM) and Store 
Pharmacists, it was clear that several public 
relations strategies were widely used during the 
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initial days of the scheme to create awareness. 
However, those strategies are now minimized in 
course of time. Some of the strategies were: 


e Use of various hoardings, posters and 
banners in the hospitals 


Medium through which scheme got 
familiar among respondents at MKCG 
Medical College and Hospital 


a boctors 
Ly 
: @ Relatives 
“SHA 


8 Govt Campaign 


tiouth Publicity 
8% Posters/Hordings 
60% 
e Distribution of leaflets, pamphlets and 


other printed materials in the villages 


e Handholding support was provided by 
the health staffs of NHM (National Health 
Mission) by conducting meeting at every sector 
(one sector comprises of 10 revenue villages) 


e Updating about the scheme in the 
Swasthya Kantha (a wall at public place where 
information are written to create awareness) at 
every revenue village 


e Use of folk dances like Palla and 
Daskathia to disseminate information. Those folk 
forms were conducted by the Jilla Sanskrut 
Sangha. 


CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 


From the above discussion and analysis, 
itis found that Odisha government employed some 
PR strategies like media campaigns, printed 
materials distribution and community level 


77 


ISSN 0970-8669 


interactions at the initial stage of the scheme 
implementation. Primary stakeholders like ASHA, 
Angwanwadi workers, Rogi Kalyan Samiti 
members and officials of PHC, CHC and DHH 
were also engaged for the popularisation of the 
scheme. 


A major section of the people got to know 
about the scheme through mouth publicity 1.e. by 
talking and associating with other beneficiaries in 
hospitals. Some people also follow others after 
seeing them availing free medicines at the Drug 
Distribution Centre. ASHA workers and other 
ground level workers play a vital role in 
popularising the scheme. However, doctors do 
have a significant role as they deal with the people 
in real time scenario. 


In view of the fact that public health has 
become a big commodity and people are getting 
aware as never before, the attainment and 
maintenance of optimal health is one of the primary 
tasks of the government. Therefore, continuous 
public relations programmes must go on involving 
both external and internal tools engaging officials 
and health care staff from pillar to post. The 
different media of public relations must be 
attractively presented for successive impacts. 
Moreover, the public must accept the services 
they receive and express their confidence in the 
ability and efforts of the health department. 
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Photography : 
Making Aesthetic Political 


Abstract: 


Dr. Sunita Samal 


Nothing puzzles me more than time and space; 
Yet nothing puzzles me less, for I never think about them 


—Charles Lamb 


In photography, we are out to capture the fugitive moments and all the inter-relationships involved 
are on move. The development of photography has been much like a conversation rather than 
story. It is constantly in dialogue with their contemporaries and predecessors. The most literal 
adjective that could be applied to photograph, 1s that it 1s arresting time. 


Introduction: 


“Nothing is harder than to notice the obvious that 
was not noticed before’. - Ankersmit (aesthetic 
Politics) 


The exact nature of aesthetic is debatable 
and its form varies from person to person. But, it 
undoubtedly contains elements of the western 
intellectual heritage particularly the romanticism 
and Enlightenment. What has been retained from 
the romantic ideal, is the autonomy of the self, the 
quest for independence and self-determination— 
the belief that people can shape history’. 


The very selective romantic aesthetic is 
supplemented with the scientific heritage of 
Enlightenment with the desire to systematic search 
for rational foundations. Certainty in a world of 
turmoil to extract the eternal out of the transient, 
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are manifested in the social sciences in its positivist 
form. This form of social sciences can not only 
be insightful but also subversive of existing political 
practices’. 


Process of Representation: 


The problem here 1s not with abstraction 
per se, for abstraction 1s an inevitable component 
of any process of representation. The first 
aesthetic turn took place in 1980s when post- 
modern scholars started to question the 
epistemological and ontological certainties of 
orthodox thought. The issues raised by body of 
literature range from critiques of positivist and 
state- centric nature of prevalent approaches to 
attempt at understanding how ensuring theoretical 
assumptions were intertwined with violent nature 
of political practices’. From many commentators, 
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the key feature that unites all these approaches 
has to do with the need that come to terms with 
‘the death of God’ at the disappearance at the 
end of the medieval period, if'a generally accepted 
world view that provided a stable ground from 
which it was possible to assess nature, knowledge, 
values, truth, politics and for itself*. 


Rather than continuing a long modern 
tradition of founding replacement for the fallen 
God, post-modern scholarship accepts the 
ultimate contingent nature of political life. From 
such a perspective, post-modernism has started 
an important engagement with what David 
Campbell called the manifest consequences of 
choosing one mode of representation over 
another?. Even the beauty of order and power is 
communicated through photographic politics. So, 
the question is whether ‘structure follows function’ 
or ‘function follows structure’. 


Photography is Political: 


Photography is political because the 
choice of making things seen or leaving them 
unseen, is political. What matters is that it is merely 
happened by choice or contextualization of our 
photography. When we make statement in public 
sphere, those statements always carry politics with 
them. If we take the example of architecture, since 
its invention, photography has been accepted as 
a reliable tool for it which is defined in term of 
power. 


The aim of study is to question the so- 
called objectivity and reliability of the 
photographic representation by showing how 
architectural photography emerges with an artistic 
and purely aesthetic character rather than merely 
a tool of objective documentation. Itis about how 
photography alters our vision about architecture 
and constructs new ideas for discourse®. For 
example, the true architectural photograph is 
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primarily an instrumentation of communication 
between architect and audience—an audience 
with the capacity and desire to understand and 
appreciate, but lacking the opportunity to 
experience the work in question at first hand’. 


Photograph is a transparent document 
which is considered as reliable representation in 
the view of positive scholars. However, Susan 
Sontag emphasizes that photography 1s not just a 
mirror image instead it cast other artistic qualities 
upon its subject. She emphasizes the interpretation 
as power of medium. Photography is a tool of 
‘beautification’ that means to look better in 
photographs than real life®. In the view of Susan, 
it is photographic that discover beauty in even 
the most ordinary and ugly subject. She also 
underlines that how photography alters our ways 
of seeing things by accentuating the disparity of 
photographic saying’. Hans Morgenthau too 
acknowledges that representation is an imperfect 
process that mimesis is by definition impossible. 
The photograph, Morgenthau argues, shows one 
thing that the naked eye can not see the human 
essence of the person portrayed. 


Image Re-production: 


A broader focus will be given to the re- 
production power of photographic medium. The 
real revolutionary aspect of photography, is its 
power of reproduction which makes images to 
reach all levels of society unlike traditional painting 
which was available for a narrow range of 
audience—mainly the high economic classes. As 
Walter Benjamin emphasizes, the photography 
destructs the unique existence of painting in salons 
or houses of high classes. It is the elitist character 
of Art. 


By creating mechanical copies of the 
objects, photography enables both accumulation 
of visual data and the circulation of these images 
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which makes the medium as powerful tool of 
communication'®. Painting shows one thing that 
naked eye cannot see—the human essence of the 
person portrayed. The most explicit 
contemporary extension of this approach is 
perhaps found in Alexander Wendt’s attempt to 
theorize unobservable through scientific realism. 


Social science, as a result, 1s not presented 
as a form of interpretation. Instead, the main 
objective remains to elicit recognition and to close 
or ignore the gap between a representation and 
what is represented with. While acknowledging 
limits to what the naked eye can observe about 
the political, Morgenthau, nevertheless, is 
convinced that it is possible to capture the essence 
of politics and society namely the ‘objective laws’ 
that have their roots in human nature". 


The influence of 19" century positivist 
thought, is a very important factor which 
emphasizes the photography as a reliable tool of 
documentation. The main aim was to demonstrate 
how photographical image can be interpreted 
subjectively in spite of the scientific framework it 
is inserted. In term of reproduction, the power of 
photographical image should be re-considered. 
The photographic role in the search for an 
objective vision, is referred before by giving 
reference to Jonathan Crary. He also states that 
photography should be assessed in relation to the 
wider social, economic and political forces which 
is not accepted as a final success of historical 
search for objective vision”. 


Besides this highly academic and scientific 
use of photography through the classification of 
knowledge, the influence of capitalist economic 
system on the use of photography in image, the 
role of market should be considered. For the 
contemporary, photography is a very important 
agent in terms of providing image production. 
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Post-modern’s celebration of aesthetic placed 
photography within a new relationship more with 
fiction rather than function. 


Aesthetic Encounters: 


What is significant here, is the recognition 
that language is the pre-condition for 
representation and by extension all meaningful 
knowledge of the world. It is in this sense that 
post-modern scholarship has taken the ‘linguistic 
turn’ and recognized that our understanding of the 
world is intrinsically linked to the languages we 
employ to do so—languages that express histories 
of human interactions. 


Contrary to the prevalent political 
wisdom, aesthetic approaches stressed that our 
comprehension of facts that cannot be separated 
from our relationship with them because thinking 
always express a ‘will to truth’. It is a desire to 
control and impose order upon events that are 
often random and idiosyncratic positivism whether 
based on science or not. It is thus presented as 
an approach that ignores the process of 
representation and hold the problematic belief that 
social scientists can produce value-free 
knowledge”. 


Aesthetic approaches have moved 
scholarship away from all exclusive and often very 
narrow reliance on diplomatic documents, 
statistical data, political speeches, academic 
treaties and other traditional sources of knowledge 
about the international relations. The aesthetic 
dimension is clearly susceptible to misuse as Jane 
Bannett acknowledges, but so is the commitment 
to moral command or the scientific method or 
exercise of authority’. 


Photography in my view has provided us 
with a more inclusive view of the world. It cannot 
move beyond a merely external depiction of the 
world. The photographic tradition did more than 
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merely identify people. It creates stereotypical 
images of identity that then were super-imposed 
upon the far more complex lives of colonial 
subjects. The linkage between photographer 
depiction and colonial subjugation led to practices 
of seeing and policing in which one form of identity 
(usually race related) tended to annihilate all others 
such as religion and class”. 


Aesthetic judgements are questions of 
taste that is placed somewhere in the middle 
between understanding and reason. Even though 
we perceive and judge a work of art through 
means that are constitutive status which 1s to say 
that it becomes irreducible to any other faculty. 
The modern triumph of technological reason has 
eclipsed creative expression from our political 
purview. Piece of art that represents nothing 
outside of art that itself lacks political relevance. 
By contrast, those who defend the autonomous 
work of art, locate its political relevance precisely 
in attempt to create a critical-distances from moral 
norms and social practices. This 1s why for Hans- 
Georg Gadamer"®, the key difference between 
the natural and human sciences lies with the latter’s 
aesthetic consciousness which he argues, includes 
an alienation from reality. 


The perceived effects of a painting, for 
instance, are clearly different from the process of 
understanding and judging them. Yet, alone 
communicating the so-experienced sensation to 
other. The latter is a linguistic process, even 
though it originates and refers to a non-linguistic 
realm. This is why understanding art or politics 
for that matter expresses an aesthetic relationship 
not only to a given object but also to the ‘History 
of its effect!’. 
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Image-based Society and Exclusion of 
Context: 


After defining the influence of recent 
economy on image production, a closer look will 
be given to digitalization of photography. With the 
digital reproduction, the production and 
manipulation of the photographs become easier 
and quicker which makes photography as a more 
powerful tool for contemporary image -based 
society. The main intend of this part on digital 
photography, is to analyze if it is a breakthrough 
makes objectiveness of image more questionable. 


A selection process comes to the sense 
in terms of publication process which is made by 
the author or publisher. The selection of the most 
influential images according to writers, intend for 
the purpose of convincing the reader in parallel 
with the given content. The main criticisms of the 
nature of architectural magazines comes from 
Pierre Alain because the only determinant factor 
for publishing that physical experience of the 
building gets lost behind the photographs’*. 


Another reductive aspect of 
photography, is the exclusion of context. The 
promotional use of photography performed by 
the magazines also results with the externalization 
of social dynamics behind the image. Instead of 
reflecting spatial experience of social environment 
of for example of building, the idealized 
photographs are used 1n a given context that alters 
the viewer’s understanding of subjects. This 
intervention becomes clear as critics becomes 
more aware of the active role played by 
photography in the propagation of any work. 


The main question is not whether 
photography is an objective tool to documenting 
which is capable of representing the things as it 
really is or itis a category of purely artistic activity. 
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It 1s about how photography alter our vision about 
aesthetic and constructs a new idea of discourse. 
As discussed before, his intention is not to 
underestimate the power of image but to criticize 
the common tendency of media which uses 
photography as a tool of promotion. It must be 
noted that this study does not intend to 
underestimate the power of photography and to 
suggest text to replace photography which has 
questioned due to reductive nature. Photography 
may also illuminate and reveal about properties 
of context and structure if it is used in a critical 
manner. 


Concluding Observations: 


Kenneth Waltz goes as far as arguing that 
explanatory power is gained by moving away 
from reality, not by staying close to it'?.Besides 
photographer’s promotional power, it can be also 
used as an active tool for criticizing by keeping 
herself distance from it. Photographer is also an 
active participant in image production and she may 
also constitute a critical stand point. Photography 
is an expression of “personal is political’ and 
politics is all about power. Despite its insinuation 
into the matrix of power relations or perhaps 
precise because of it, aesthetic 1s an important 
process of broadening our insight in to political 
dilemmas and thus also the range of possible 
responses to them. 
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Panchakarma : 
Ayurveda’s Valuable Gift to Humans 


Ayurveda has now become very popular all over 
the world. Since it has almost no side effects, 
people seem to be attracted towards Ayurvedic 
treatment. Panchakarma treatment is a specialized 
Ayurvedic therapy that involves the internal 
purification of the body through five specially 
designed procedures. One key characteristic of 
Panchakarma is that it can provide both 
prevention and cure for various health concerns. 
It’s not just a bio-purifying therapy. Its broad 
therapeutic effects can also deliver visible relief 
from many diseases. 


The term Panchakarma consists of two 
words Panch and Karma, Pancha means five and 
Karma means method of treatment 1.e. fivefold 
specialized techniques of therapy viz. Vamana 
(therapeutic emesis), Virechana (therapeutic 
purgation), Anuvasana and Niruha Basti 
(enemata) and Nasya Karma (errhines) and 
Raktamakshana (bloodletting). 


This is achieved through systemic 
Samshodhana of the body. Panchakarma therapy 
has been conceived to be the prime pre-requisite 
for all kinds of preventive and curative 
procedures. These purificatory procedures 
consist of variety of physic-physiological 
measures. It may be pointed out that besides 
being of preparatory significance, Samshodhana 


Prof. Dr. Dibyajyoti Moharana 


Karma forms a full therapy in them for a variety 
of ailments. Panchakarma therapy is designed to 
eradicate the vitiated Doshas and to maintain a 
state of normalcy and equilibrium which 1s the 
fundamental basis of health. 


Ayurveda has rightly emphasized that 
health is not only the state of not having disease 
but, it is the state of normalcy of Dosha, Dhatu, 
Agni and Malakrrya. It also includes the Prasanna 
Atma (soul), Indriya (sense organs) and Manas 
(mind). 


Three doshas of the body, Vata, Pitta and 
Kapha, which broadly represent the nervous 
system, the metabolic system and the nutritive 
system, keep the human body in balance. 
Whenever the delicate balance between these 
doshas 1s disturbed, a disease may be manifested. 
The main objective of the Ayurvedic system of 
treatment is to restore the original state of 
equilibrium between the doshas. In order to 
achieve the same Ayurveda has advocated certain 
regimens and treatment modalities such as 
Dinacharya, Rutucharya, Vega Adharana, 
Rasayana—Vajikarana and Panchakarma. 


Panchakarma is a method of cleansing the 
body ofall the unwanted waste after lubricating 
it. Panchakarma are 5 (five) in number; hence the 
term PANCHA (five) —- KARMA (procedures). 
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Panchakarma treatment is unique 1n the sense that 
it includes preventive, curative and promotive 
actions for various diseases. 


Right after the completion of 
panchakarma treatment, most patients explained 
the experience as blissful. They feel refreshed and 
energetic. A comforting lightness in the body can 
also be expected. All patients are expected to 
follow a specific diet and lifestyle to enjoy the 
benefits for a longer duration. 


Regarding side effects of Panchakarma 
Therapy it can be said that most of the patients 
do not feel any kind of side effect. A few may feel 
some minor problems like mild gastric upset, rise 
in body temperature, general weakness, 
headache, and mild insomnia. As panchakarma 
helps balance hormones, mental symptoms like 
mild depression have also been reported in a few 
patients. These effects are self-limiting and do not 
need any intervention or medicine. 


Panchakarma treatment is to be done 
under the supervision of a qualified ayurvedic 
physician only. Panchakarma therapy needs a 
proper assessment and planning by an expert. If 
inexperienced hands do it, it may cause some 
problems. Panchakarma should be avoided in: 
pregnancy, during periods, lactating mothers, HIV 
positive patients, acute infections like dengue fever, 
typhoid, etc., patients with very high blood 
pressure, in severe heart problems like congestive 
heart failure, angina pectoris, etc. 


There are some common facts about 
Panchakarma therapy. Ayurvedic oil massage is 
not a complete panchakarma treatment. Oil 
massage 1s a small preparatory procedure and is 
not complete panchakarma therapy. Panchakarma 
therapy can cure all diseases. Panchakarma 
treatment effectively treats many illnesses. Like 
any other treatment modality, it also has its 
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limitations. Many procedures are contraindicated 
in children but not all. Panchakarma therapy like 
shiropichu, njavara theppu, 1s very useful in a few 
diseases in children. It is mainly recommended 
for cerebral palsy, attention deficit hyperactivity 
disorder (ADHD), mental retardation, etc. It 
needs to be done strictly under expert supervision. 
The patients need to stay in the hospital for 
Panchakarma treatment. The patient is advised 
to undergo Panchakarma treatments while in the 
hospital. This ensures proper treatment. It can also 
be done at an outpatient level where one visits 
the Panchakarma centre at a specific time to take 
his/her session and then go home again. It requires 
certain precautions to be followed. Purgation 
during Virechana (Purgation) leads to 
dehydration. Virechan rarely causes dehydration 
as itis aplanned purgation supervised by experts. 
Water loss will occur, but if one follows his/her 
doctor’s instructions, dehydration will not occur. 
We can do Panchakarma even if we are on 
allopathic medicines for any health issue. We just 
need to discuss with our Ayurvedic doctor the 
medicines we are taking. We Ayurvedic doctor 
will advise the therapies as per our condition. 
Many people see panchakarma as an oil massage, 
effective only for joint pain. The fact is that 
Panchakarma 1s useful in almost all kinds of 
chronic diseases. Skin diseases and 
musculoskeletal diseases remain at the top of the 
list. Its also effective for diabetes, psychological 
problems, digestive issues, kidney diseases, and 
heart problems. 


Panchakarma therapy primarily aims at 
cleansing the body of its accumulated impurities, 
toxins or stagnant Malas and nourishing the body 
tissues Dhatus. Once this is achieved, it becomes 
very easy to rejuvenate all body Dhatus and 
prevent the process of the premature ageing. Thus 
life span of an individual is prolonged and he leads 
a disease free old age. 
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The systemic Samshodhana of the 
complete body is a prime pre-requisite for all kinds 
of preventive and curative procedures. Besides 
being of preparatory significant; Panchakarma 
therapy is designed to eradicate the vitiated 
Doshas and to maintain a state of normalcy and 
equilibrium which is the fundamental basis of 
health. Panchakarma therapy has a direct 
relevance to both the health and ill person. These 
can be categorized broadly in two groups viz. 
1) Shodhan therapy i.e. Purificatory therapy. 
2) Shamana therapy 1.e. Palliative therapy. 


Sharira is the science of study of the 
structure and function of the body. Practically 
Sharira has two fold viz. 1) Kriya Sharira 
2) Karma Sharira. Kriya Sharira refers to the 
normal physiology of the body while Karma 
Sharira refers to the study of the structure and 
function of the body as especially relevant to a 
particular Karma or therapy. Thus in implication 
Karma Sharira is the therapeutic physiology. The 
study of physiology is especially important in the 
context of Panchakarma therapy where a number 
of much specialized external and internal 
purificatory procedures are applied as a therapy 
such as massage, fermentation, emesis, purgation, 
enemata, snuffing, bloodletting etc. 


Shodhana is concerned with Malas. 
Panchakarma is meant for elimination of Malas 
and as such to understand the role of 
panchakarma it is necessary to know the nature 
and functions of Malas. The body composed of 
three biological units Doshas, Dhatus and Malas 
which maintain the body, if they are in the state of 
equilibrium. The body is made of innumerable 
channels. These Channels, if blocked the flow of 
nutrients, energies and metabolism is obstructed 
and the total body physiology is distorted. Thus 
according to Ayurveda, Strotodusti or channels 
defect is the basic abnormality which is considered 
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as the cause of all diseases and disorder. The 
concept of Samshodhana or bio purification 
through Panchakarma therapy is the essential 
component of the therapeutic modalities. 


The full Panchakarma therapy followed 
by appropriate Rasayana karma undertaken for 
the purpose of Vaya-sthapana or rejuvenation is 
called Kayakalpa. 


Panchakarma therapy is preceded by 
purvakarmas viz. Pachana Deepana, Snehana, 
Swedana. Pachana and Deepana are advocated 
for improving the states of Kosthagni. Snehana 
means oleation therapy. It makes the vitiated 
Doshas easily extractable from the body and is 
indicated specially in Vata Vyadhi. Swedana 
Karma means induction of Sweda in the body. It 
consists of fomentation inducing sweating. Sweda 
is always performed after adequate snehana 
karma. Swedana Karmas help in melting the 
vitiated Doshas which are removed from the body 
through lubricated micro-circulating channels. 
Swedana is indicated specially in Kaphaja and 
Vataja Vyadhi. 


Samshodhana therapy helps to clean the 
channels and to reyuvenate them for ensuring a 
proper transportation of the metabolites. 
Samshodhana aims at recouping the harmony of 
diseased passage and retaining the harmony in 
normal states instead of cleaning the body alone. 
As per the popular belief, Samshodhana works 
at maintaining the normalcy of the body and its 
components also. Samshodhana stands for 
rectification and is moral vital and complicated 
than Shodhana (merely a physical or chemical 
purification) which is less complicated. 


Vamana Karma means to induce 
therapeutic vomiting. It 1s indicated for the 
purification of Urdhwabhaga (thoracic region) of 
the body. In this karma vitiated Doshas are 
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eliminated from the oral route by administration 
of Vamaka Dravyas. Vamana Karma is specially 
indicated in Kaphaja Disorders. 


Virechana Karma means the process by 
which the vitiated Doshas are removed from the 
Adho Bhaga (Abdominal region) of the body 
through anal route by administration of Virechaka 
Dravyas. Virechana Karma is specifically 
indicated in Pittaja Disorders. 


Basti Karma is another Purificatory 
technique in which Basti Dravyas are administered 
through various route 1.e. rectum, vagina or 
urethra, Basti Karma is the specific therapy for 
Vatik disorders. 


Nasya Karma is the term given to a 
specific Purificatory measure when the required 
medication are instilled through nasal passage in 
liquid or powder or vapour forms. Nasya Karma 
is specifically indicated in Urdhwa Jatrugata Rogas 
i.e. Shiragata Rogas or ENT disorders. 


Raktamokshana is the procedure of 
bloodletting for therapeutic purpose for removing 
morbid Doshas present in the blood. It is 
specifically indicated in blood born, Pitta 
dominant or surgical diseases. 


After administration of Pradhana Karma 
the individual is subjected to the Paschat Karma 
including Dhumapana, Kavalagraha, Gandusha 
and Sansarjana Karma according to needs of the 
individual. The process of restoration of digestive 
functions Agni by means of advocating specific 
dietetic regimen is known as Samsarjana Krama. 


Panchakarma presents the unique 
approach of Ayurvedic system of medicine. The 
basic contribution of Panchakarma is that it 
removes the vitiated Doshas from the body and 
provides purification to the body. 
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Ayurvedic therapies aim not only to treat 
diseases, but also to maintain the health ofa healthy 
individual. Likewise, Panchakarma is not meant 
only for treating diseases, it is equally useful for 
healthy individuals. Panchakarma treatment 1s 
believed to help cleanse the body of impurities 
that can lead to disease. Panchakarma improves 
health and promotes the self-healing power of the 
body. It improves the functioning ofall the organs 
and helps achieve sound mental health. In healthy 
individuals, Virechana Therapy is the most 
popular. This provides a feeling of complete 
detoxification. It should always be done under an 
expert’s supervision. 


Panchakarma is one of Ayurveda’s most 
valuable gifts to humans. If one is looking for 
long-term and permanent relief from his/her health 
issues, Panchakarma treatment is a no-brainer. It 
helps in the overall cleaning of the body. It 
energizes one by rejuvenating the body tissues 
from within. 


The Panchakarma therapy is now being 
provided in Odisha. Many private Ayurvedic 
hospitals and Government Hospitals in Odisha 
have introduced Panchakarma therapy, which is 
very popular among the people of Odisha. Since 
this therapy has no side effects, it has been 
accepted by people. While many newer methods 
are being applied in the Panchakarma treatment, 
people have now developed a knack for this 
treatment and Panchakarma is becoming popular 
in Odisha day by day. 


Prof. Dr. Dibyajyoti Moharana, Asst. Professor & Ph.D 
scholar, Sri Krishna Ayurveda Medical College & 
Hospital, Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh. 
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My Country’s Attributes : To Create 
Sustainable Lifestyle 


Dr. Ajit Kumar Mahapatra 


In one’s infantile stage 

When suckling at mother’s breast 

one on the receiving end of a divine loving gift 
existential in nature nothing demanded in return; 
this is an enduring sacred moment 

celebratory beginning of gratitude 

the essence of what lets 

hearts to open up towards each other 

in demonstration of inexplicable, 

indefinable, therapeutic value of love 

touching lives of all living beings. 

“Thomas Aquinas’, aptly said, 

"Love takes up where knowledge leaves off" 


Art, craft, science profit the people, 

uplift the world of being, 

deliver as wings to human life, 

facilitate millions to pursue 

productive, fulfilling harmonious life, 
contribute immensely to sustainable growth. 
Humanisation of mankind, 

nonviolent, developmental growth strategies, 
result in holistic " ascent of universe", 

rest on "love" that is congenital human nature, 
complemental to human resource development 
are dissemination of art, craft, 

accessibility of science to all worldwide. 
Love energizes nonviolent growth 

Of art, craft, science and technology, 
Humanises mankind to its acme. 


Violence being a language of 
current political socioeconomic field 
"Love" accompanying 'nonviolence" 
Can take up the ordeal task of 
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"humanisation" "endearment" 
of all great global Leaders at the helm. 


Perplexed humanity at cross roads: 

a stage at which, the Global leaders need 
compassionate sense of responsibility 

with great insight, to be motivated, transformed. 


Maligned are a few of the powerful 

for their colliding perspective, 

disruptive moves, in the operation of 
international policy planning decisions 
causing them disrepute, hostility, 

their autocratic cruel actions, 

not for welfare of the people 

of their nations, their neighbourhood, 
gone awry, contrary to matters of ethics 
a variety of global forums adopted. 


Let's reconnect with our innate ability 

to listen to Mother Earth, 

consciousness of interconnectedness 

dispels unwanted desire "to divide and dominate" 


Let's reminisce bonding with biological mother, 
her selfless care, soothing caress, 

this consciousness brings all back 

into communion with each other, 

the humankind and natural universe. 


Love, compassion, nonviolence enormously vital 
to create sustainable lifestyle. 


Dr. Ajit Kumar Mahapatra, 552/2988, Pubasasan, 
Kaushalyaganga, Bhubaneswar - 751002, 
Mob.: 9861041150. 
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Women of Odisha in 
Struggle for Independence 


Due to lack of training and disciplines 
Women of Odisha used to shrink 

to come out to threshold, participate 
in democratic urges for national work. 


Smt. Kuntala Kumari Sabat plunged 
into like Jhansirani Laxmi Bai with 

her bold pen and provoked conscience 
in writing 'Ahwan', ‘Sphulinga’, both. 


Her poem enkindled spirit to fight out 
Britishers in refusing foreign goods, 

Liquor, Ganja, Opium, British Administration. 
Opened “Bharati Tapoban Sangha” in house. 


Non-cooperation Movement 

provoked national spirit 

Gandhiyt’s divine life beamed impact 

Rama Devi, Sarala Devi started picketting 
before liquor shop, foreign goods, day & night. 


Gandhiji advised to be pure in body, mind 
like Sita to par with great heroes. 

Women boycotted foreign goods, intoxication 
Concentrated on Khadi Handloom 

cottage industries. 


Rasmani Devi, Saraswati Devi founded 
Utkal Women’s Conference in Berhampur 
Awakened patriotic spirit in women. 
Joined Civil Disobedience movement all. 
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Ashrams erected in model of Sabarmati 

Rama Devi, Sarala Devi erected ‘Alaka Ashram’ 
Hindustan Seva Dal opened Camp Ashram 

at Puri, Both joined for service & Scheme. 


Women refused to pay Govt. taxes 

Joined ‘Haran Padajatra’ with Gandhiji, 
Gandhiji praised Rama Devi for graceful work 
Rama Devi & others were imprisoned 

in National struggle. 


Gandhiji’s clarion call excited all 

Left threshold, came out for service 

in Non-cooperation and Civil Disobedience 
Like men they shouldered responsibility sincerely. 


Women of Odisha struggled a lot like men 
joined ‘Quit India’ mainstream of movement 
In ‘Kasturba Nidhi’ took welfare schemes 
Poet is indebted to women and salute. 


Er. Raghunath Patra, Brundaban Dham, Lokanath 
Road, Patnahat Sahi Square, Puri - 752001. 
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Information & Public Relations Department’s 
Grand Photo Exhibition during 
Purl Rath Yatra, 2023 


RESIS! — See SS 
———-€P6GISS Adal" — 


Magnificently Showcased the rich cultural heritage of Lord Jagannath 
Photos highlighting the State Govt’s Pro-People initiatives draw 
significant interest and admiration. 


During the holy Ratha Yatra, 2023 held in Puri, the Information and Public Relations Department 
of Odisha organized a captivating Photo exhibition for ten days, starting from June 19" to 28". The 
Exhibition took place at the National Level Pallishree Mela, hosted within the premises of Bholanath 
Vidyapith near Gundichabadi. 


The Inauguration of the exhibition was conducted on the evening of 19" June by Shri Pradeep 
Kumar Amat, Hon’ble Minister, Information & Public Relations, Panchayati Raj & Drinking Water, 
Forest, Environment & Climate Change, Odisha. On the occasion Hon’ble Minister, Electronics & 
Information Technology and Sports & Youth Services, Odisha Shri Tusharkanti Behera, former Minister 
Shri Samir Ranjan Dash, MP, Jagatsinghpur Smt. Rajashree Mallick, MLA, Puri Shri Jayant Kumar 
Sarangi, MLA, Satyabadi Shri Umakanta Samantaray as well as other senior officials were present. 
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The Exhibition showcased a wide array of captivating elements including the Chandan Yatra, 
Construction of Chariots, Bathing Rituals as well as different beshas that Lord Jagannath and His 
siblings are adorned with throughout the year. It also featured photographs capturing the vibrant festivities 
and joyous moments of Srimandir along with rare images of Sri Jagannath and representation of the 
deity on foreign and Indian currency. Additionally, the exhibition displayed rare photographs depicting 
the ever-evolving form of the temple throughout different periods, and it also highlighted the Netrotsava 
celebration of this year. 


Furthermore, the Exhibition also highlighted the State Government’s notable initiatives such as 
the Srimandir Parikrama Project, restoration and transformation of heritage sites and old temples, State 
Govt.’s significant contributions to Sports Infrastructure of India, Agriculture and Farmers’ Empowerment 
in the State, advancements in education, transportation, women empowerment, tribal development, 
provision of clean drinking water, strengthening and development ofhealth infrastructure, Social Security 
for different sections of people in the State, marketing and promotion of textiles, handlooms and 
handicrafts, Make in Odisha Conclave, Skill Conclave, schemes like ‘Mo Ghara’, Madhubabu Pension 
disbursement and Biju Swasthya Kalyana Yojana (BSKY ). The audience greatly appreciated the 
informative boards that provided detailed information on these initiatives. Additionally, throughout the 
day, engaging videos displaying various public welfare schemes, activities and achievements of State 
Government were continuously showcased ona LED video wall. 


The Exhibition Pavilion, operating from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily, witnessed an impressive 
gathering of approximately 1,50,000 visitors, all in one place, eager to gather comprehensive information 
about the rich culture of Sri Jagannath and the State Government’s development programmes. The 
efforts of the Department of Information and Public Relations were highly commended by the attendees. 
Additionally, teachers and students of various educational institutions, as well as esteemed officials of 
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the State Government and Press Information Bureau, Government of India, visited the exhibition pavilion 
on different days. The innovative techniques related to the promotion of public welfare schemes and 
activities of the State Government, attractive decoration of the exhibition pavilion and huge crowd in the 
pavilion etc. were well appreciated by the visitors. 


Release of Ratha Yatra Special Issues of “Utkal Prasanga” and 
“Odisha Review” during Puri Ratha Yatra 


On the auspicious occasion of Ratha Yatra-2023, the special issues of “Utkal Prasanga” and 
“Odisha Review’, monthly magazines of Government of Odisha were released by Hon’ble 
Governor of Odisha Prof. Ganeshi Lal, Hon’ ble Chief Minister of Odisha Shri Naveen Patnaik, 
Hon'ble Chief Justice of Orissa High Court Dr. S. Muralidhar and Minister Information & Public 
Relations Shri Pradip Kumar Amat. The Editor of the Magazines Kasturi Mohapatra was present 
during the occasion at Puri. 


The magazines’ impressive design, rich contemporary content struck chord with devotees and 
public alike gathered at Puri for the World famous Nine days sojourn of the presiding deities. 
Numerous people flocked to Information Centres set up in different parts of Puri to obtain a copy 
of these valuable publications. 


Published by the Information and Public Relations Department of Odisha, these magazines cater 
to a wide range audience covering various aspects of Odisha’s culture, art, literature, customs, 
traditions, etc. The Ratha Yatra Edition of this year was a resounding success as it effectively 
captured the essence of the festival and offered readers an aesthetic immersive and engaging 
experience. 


The Special issues were meticulously prepared by an experienced team of the I & PR Department, 
Odisha, led by the Editor of “Utkal Prasanga” & “Odisha Review”, Kasturi Mohapatra. 


The overwhelming response from the public 1s evident as more than a lakh copies were sold 
during Ratha Yatra in Puri, highlighting its immense popularity among the masses. 


Deepak Kumar Sahoo, Exhibition Officer, I&PR Deptt. 
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Plastering and Conservation of 
Sri Jagannatha Temple, Puri, Odisha 
during Pre-colonial Era 


The temple of Jagannatha at Puri (Lat. 19° 18’ 
17" N; Long. 85° 51’ 39" E), situated on the 
shores of the Bay of Bengal occupies a pivotal 
position in the religious history of India. The 
puranas and other Sanskrit texts refer to this holy 
city by various names, viz. Nilachala, Nilagiri, 
Niladri, Purusottama, Purusottamakshetra, 
Srikshetra, Sankhakshetra, Jagannathakshetra 
and Purusottama Puri on account of its great 
sanctity. According to tradition, the temple was 
originally built by Yayati-II of Samavamsi dynasty 
on the site of the present shrine. But the 
epigraphical records fully support that it was 
Chodaganga Deva (circa 1108-1147 AD) who 
built the present temple in first half of 12" century 
AD. The temple has two big concentric walls and 
four entrance gateways both in outer and inner 
walls. The outer wall of the temple is known as 
Meghanada Prachira (203m x 195m) and the 
inner wall is known as Kurma Vedha (128m x 
96m). The entrances on the eastern, southern, 
western and northern sides of the outer enclosure 
are known as Simhadvara, Asvadvara, 
Vyaghradvara, and Hastidvara respectively. 
The temple, as it stands today consists of a rekha 
deul (sanctum) with a curvilinear sikhara, a 
jagamohana with a pyramidal super structure, a 
nata-mandira (hall of dancing), and a bhoga- 
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mandapa (hall of offering), all in the same axial 
alignment. Of these, the last two structures appear 
to have been subsequent additions during the 15" 
century AD. 


The Jagannatha temple at Pun, being most 
important religious institution of Odisha, its 
maintenance and repairing was an important 
responsibility of the Hindu rulers during the pre- 
colonial era. Since the construction of the great 
temple during the 12" century AD, the mighty 
Ganga monarchs took active steps towards the 
administration and maintenance of the temple. The 
temple also flourished under the royal patronage 
of the Suryavamsi Gajapati kings of Odisha who 
were the guardians of the temple tradition and 
instrumental in disseminating the Jagannatha cult. 
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However, the history of repairing and conservation 
of the temple during the Gangas and the 
succeeding Suryavamsi period is not known 
precisely. The Madalapanji records the tradition 
of repairing and conservation of the temple several 
times during the Khurdaraj family from the 16" 
to 19" centuries A.D. The conservation measures 
taken by the Khurdaraj family were mainly limited 
to the application of coats of lime plaster to save 
the damages caused to the dilapidated temple 
structure. Besides, the Madalapanji also records 
the uprooting and reinstallation of the nilachakra 
by devastating cyclones several times. 


The Lime Plastering of the Temples 


Unlike other temples, the Jagannatha 
Temple at Puri and its sub-shrines were covered 
with several coats of lime plaster. After 
deplastering it 1s found that the outer wall of the 
Jagannatha temple had been plastered in nine 
distinct layers and the average thickness of the 
plaster at places was more than 60 cm (Chauley, 
2004: 153-163). The lime plaster grew so thick 
because the temple was plastered for a number 
of times by different kings of Khurdaraj family 
during the 17"— 19" centuries. But the first coat 
of plaster was applied during the Mughal period 
by the illustrious king Sn Narasimha Deva (1621- 
1647 AD). The temple might have been 
necessitated protection and maintenance during 
his period. By the time some portion of the temple 
might have been affected by the devastating saline 
effect of the sea thereby developing cracks on 
the temple superstructure and leakage of rain 
water from the temple roof: The frequent cyclonic 
storms, lightning, etc. might have also affected the 
khandolite stone surface of the temple. After 
deplastering serious distresses and heavy strains 
were noticed on the outer walls of the Jagannatha 
Temple. A few huge blocks had either fallen or 
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were about to fall (Chauley, 2004: 153-163) and 
thus as part of conservation measure the temple 
was covered with lime plaster. 


Itis evident that the Sun temple at Konark 
might have started collapsing during the reign of 
Narasimha Deva for which he caused the removal 
of the Moon god and the Sun god from the debris 
of Konark temple and placed inside the Indra 
temple (renamed Sun Temple) located in the 
compound of Jagannatha temple (Behera and 
Parida, 2009: 78). It is presumed that the 
plastering of the outer walls of the Jagannatha 
temple might have been initiated by Narasimha 
Deva apprehending the same fate as had 
happened in case of the tall sikhara of Konark 
temple. 


Considering all these aspects Narasimha 
Deva plastered both the vimana and mukhasala 
of the Jagannatha temple with lime in his 19" 
regnal year (Behera and Parida, 2009 : 77). This 
plastering was made under the active supervision 
of the high officials of the state like Nila Patanayak, 
Narani Ray, Puri Mahapatra, Kanhai Vidyadhara 
Mahapatra, Banamali Paikaray Mahapatra, etc. 
It involved a total expenditure of 91538 kahana, 
2 pana, 10 ganda cowries (Behera and Parida, 
2009 : 77). 


Due to its white washed exterior, the 
temple of Jagannatha was called the ‘White 
Pagoda’ by European sailors in contrast to the 
Konark temple which was named as the “Black 
Pagoda’. Jagannatha temple is found mentioned 
in the diary of Sir Streynsham Master, Governor 
of St. Fort George, Madras in connection with a 
voyage in the Bay of Bengal in 1676 (Temple, 
1921: 56). On December 23, 1676, Master saw 
the Konark temple and the Jagannatha temple and 
recorded, as follows “we sailed in sight of the 
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Black Pagoda and the White Pagoda. The later 
is that place called Jagarnat (Jagannatha) to which 
the Hindus from all parts of India come on 


pilgrimage”. 


Successive coats of plaster had been 
applied to the temple during the period of king 
Harekrishna Deva (1717-1720 AD). The work 
was executed under the direct supervision of his 
officer Dharamu Harichandana Mahapatra 
(Behera and Parida, 2009 : 83). His time was a 
little peaceful period since the generous Murshid 
Quli Khan was the Suvedar at Cuttack. That is 
why such a great task of plastering could have 
been possible. 


The Jagannatha temple was again 
plastered with lime by the chief queen of 
Virakeshari Deva (1737-1793 AD) (Behera and 
Parida, 2009 : 90). Coats of lime plaster was 
applied not only to the outer surface of the great 
temple and subsidiary shrines but also to the inner 
walls of the garbhagriha of the main temple. The 
stone paved floors of first and second storeys of 
garbhagriha were also laid with thick layer of 
plaster made out of surkhi, lime and sand. 
Perhaps it was the time when corbelled stones 
might have started falling down inside the 
garbhagriha. As a precautionary measure some 
repairing works were also undertaken in the inner 
storeys. The floor of second storey was covered 
with a 50 cm thick layer of husk and paddy in 
order to create cushion effect to save the floor 
from the damage due to fall of the corbel stones. 
The lime plastering, flooring and conservation 
works undertaken in the interior of garbhagriha 
during this period is substantiated by the discovery 
of an Odia inscription in July 1991. The 
inscription, engraved on the south wall of first 


JULY - AUGUST - 2023 


ISSN 0970-8669 


storey reads as ‘Jagannatha Sarana Vira Kishor 
Deva’ (Report on Conservation of garbhagriha, 
dated the 2’ August 1991). The period was 
peaceful as the Marathas had captured the 
administration from the Mughals. Since the 
Marathas were the Hindus, they could not have 
disturbed in this pious work. The lime plastering 
of the temple is corroborated by a statement in 
Anuraga Kalpalata, composed by Shyama 
Sundar Deva, a son of king Virakesari Deva 
(Mahapatra, 1969 : 207). It is mentioned in the 
8" stavaka, kusuma 8 that the world became 
empty of lime when the great temple was plastered 
at the instance of the queen and that in order to 
meet the requirements cowrie shells had to be 
burnt (Mahapatra, 1969 : 207). 


Thus it is evident that the Jagannatha 
temple was plastered for a number of times by 
different kings. The ancients would not have 
repeatedly plastered the temple, had not the 
original surface shown signs of disrepair either on 
account of the rusting of the iron clamps or by the 
action of salinity brought about by sea breezes. 
There is no doubt that the coating of plaster, acting 
as protective cover against salinity and wind 
blasts, had rendered the structure stable and had 
also arrested its decay and disintegration in as 
much as it was possible with the expertise and 
resources available. But at the same time, the 
plaster work had completely obscured the 
structural outlines and details of surface treatment. 


The Re-installation of Nilachakra atop the 
Great Temple 


The Jagannatha temple at Puri, located 
in the eastern coast of India is highly vulnerable 
to tropical cyclones. Tropical cyclones have 
always been associated with large scale 
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devastation resulting in enormous loss of life and 
property. The Madalapanji records a number 
of instances of deadly cyclones with highest 
catastrophe and death tolls that occurred in this 
region. The impact of these cyclones on the temple 
of Jagannatha was devastating. Many times it is 
found that the nilachakra 1.e. the metallic blue 
disc on the spire of the temple was dislodged or 
broken by the storm and it was again fixed on the 
temple. 


For the first time the nilachakra was 
uprooted from the top of the temple and fell down 
to the ground during the 17" anka of the reign of 
the Ganga king Bhanumana or Nisanka Bhanu 
Deva due to a severe cyclone on the day of 
Odhana Sasthi(Behera and Parida, 2009: 48- 
49). During the 34" anka of the reign of 
Ramachandra Deva I (1568-1600 AD) of Bhoi 
dynasty, on the 16" day of the solar month of 
Kumbha (Aquarius), Damodara Champatiraya, 
the son of Pariksa Badajera Mahapatra fixed up 
the nilachakra on the top of great temple in 
udisthani (Behera and Parida, 2009 : 73), which 
was blown down by a strong gale (Behera and 
Parida, 2009 : 74). 


The nilachakra of the Jagannatha temple 
was once again dismantled being heated by a 
severe cyclone on the 20" day of the solar month 
of Tula (=Libra) on Saturday (6" October, 1694 
(Mahapatra, 1969: 133) during the 9" anka of 
the reign of Bho king of Khurda Divyasimha 
Deva I (1688-1716) (Behera and Parida, 2009 : 
81). The force of the cyclone was so strong that 
the nilachakra was broken into pieces and it fell 
in the ground in front of the Bhanda Ganapati 
shrine, located to the west of the great temple. 
Even the stone chakras from the top of other 
temples and serrated battlements (Aangulas) 
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from the two concentric enclosure walls also fell 
down. The cyclone played havoc by causing huge 
damage to the houses of the people and killing 
large number of man and animals. The year 
immediately following the cyclone saw scarcity in 
the kingdom. Scarcity of rice led people to eat 
human flesh (Behera and Parida, 2009: 81). 


However, it took nearly 20 years to build 
a nilachakra (Plate 1) afresh and was again fixed 
up on the temple as is evident by an inscription 
(Fig.1 & Plate 2) engraved on its inner wheel. 
Both the script and language of the inscription is 
Odia. It reads as follows: 


Line Text 

l. "Sri Divyasimha Deva maharajanka 
33 anka makara di 28 ne Sri 
Nilachakra tiari hoi ba(da) 


2. deule vije hoile I Paramanandatmaja 
Dharama Sarana Rautrabara ganare 


3. U Jagannatha Vidyadhara Mahapatra 
pua 


4. bada deula Pariksha Krupasindhu 
Harichandan Mahapatranka 
adhikshako I" 


This inscription states that in the 33" anka 
of the reign of Maharaja Divyasimhadeva, on the 
28 day of the solar month of Makara 
(= Capricorn) a new nilachakra was made and 
installed on the top of the great temple. This 
reinstallation work was executed in the presence 
of Dharama Sarana Rautraya, son of 
Paramananda and under the supervision of temple 
Pariksa (Superintendent) Krupasindhu 
Harichandan Mahapatra, son of late Jagannatha 
Vidyadhara Mahapatra. 
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Plate 1: Nilachakra 
Sri Jagannatha Temple, Puri 


The Madalapanji also states that by the efforts of 
one Dharamu Harichandan Mahapatra, son of the 
Minister Paramananda Patanayaka on the 4th day 
of the solar month of Kumbha (=Aquarius) during 
the 33rd anka of the reign of the same king 
Divyasimha Deva I, anew nilachakra was built 
afresh and again fixed up on the temple (Behera 
and Parida, 2009: 82). In the light of slight 
variation in the Madalapanji on the date of 
installation of nilachakra and the surnames of 
Dharma Sarana Rautraya and his father 
Paramananda we accept the inscriptional data as 
authentic and accurate. The nilachakra has been 
serving till date on the top of the temple without 
any further interruption. It is made of astadhatu 
or some copper based alloys and is non-magnetic 
and non-corrosive (Report on Nilachakra by 
NML, dated the 22nd February 2005). Its 
circumstance 1s about 14 feet and it has both an 
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Plate 2: Inscription of 
Divyasimhadeva on Nilachakra 
Sri Jagannatha Temple, Puri 


inner and an outer wheel, joined together by eight 
hubs. The outer wheel has decorative designs. 


Repair and Conservation by the Marathas 


Being Hindus themselves, the Maratha 
Government (1751-1803 AD) adopted a liberal 
religious policy to the Hindus. They were always 
paying maximum regards to the religious interest 
of the Hindus by protecting their gods and 
temples. They granted liberally from the public 
revenue to the temples. They took special interest 
in the affairs of the Jagannatha temple and placed 
the management and administration of the temple 
under their direct control by taking it away from 
the hands of the Khurda Raj family. They took 
steps for repairing and maintenance of this great 
edifice of the Hindus. Para 33 of the report 
submitted by G. Webb, Collector Cuttack to GH. 
Barlaw Baronet, the President and member of 
the Board of Revenue Fort William on the 19th 
December 1807 states about the repair of the 
temple under the Maratha Government (Behera 
et.al., 2003: 9-10). Mr., Webb had the following 
remarks on repairing the temple, "the expenses 
for the repairs of the temple were formerly (during 
the Maratha period) defrayed by an abwaub 
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(Abwab) (impost) denominated Kurreembeera 
(Kurmibedha). It appears not to be fixed 1n its 
amount nor can I learn what the gross amount of 
the collection was. The abwaub (Abwab) is 
consolidated with the land revenue" (Behera et.al., 
2003: 22). Itis known from the "Report on the 
British Administration of the Jagannatha temple 
from 1803 to 1838" submitted on 11th May 1839 
by A. Mills, the Commissioner of Orissa to the 
Sudder Board of Revenue, Fort William that there 
was only one recorded instance of this levy (Memo 
No 1304, dated the 11th May 1839). That was 
when Raghuji Bhonsle's mother Chima Bai came 
to Puri to offer worship. Finding the inner walls 
of the temple falling to pieces, she persuaded her 
son to levy an impost called "Chougundee' that is 
4/5 of apie on every rupee of land revenue (Memo 
No 1304, dated the 11th May 1839). 
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District Level Selling Points of 
Utkal Prasanga and Odisha Review 
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1. DIPRO Office, Angul 10. DIPRO Office, Paralakhemundi, Gajapati 
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Contact No.9861153399 (d) ICRR, Aska, Ganjam 
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No.9437240530 12. DIPRO Office, Jagatsinghpur Collectorate 
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Ease on 0762 13. DIPRO Office, Jajpur Collectorate, Jajpur 
j Contact No.9437227646 
5. DIPRO Office, Balangir, 14. DIPRO OFF 1 1 
Manoharpur Road, O Office, Collectorate, Jharsuguda 
Contact No.9437083259 / 7008869675 Contact No.8 763796747 
6. DIPRO Office, Boudha 15. a) DIPRO Office, Kalahandi 
Contact No.9938048500 b) ICRR, Kesinga, Kalahandi 


c) ICRR, Dharmagarh, Kalahandi 


7. Padhiary Pathagara, Choudhury Bazaar, 
Contact No.8249420026 


Cuttack, 
Contact No.9827961241 16. DIPRO Office, Kandhamala 
8. ICRR, Deogarh Contact No.9437492459 
Contact No.9437832950 17. ICRR, Kendrapara, O/o-DIPRO 
9. (a) DIPRO Office, Dhenkanal Contact No.6371861572 
(b) ICRR, Dhenkanal 18. DIPRO Office, Collectorate, Keonjhar 
Contact No.8596060409 Contact No.9437335263 
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20. DIPRO Office, Collectorate, Koraput 
Contact No.9439591473 
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a) ICRR, Rayagada 
b) ICRR, Gunupur, Rayagada 
Contact No.9438641785 


DIPRO Office, Collectorate, Sambalpur 
Contact No.9090508528 


District Library, Subarnapur 
Contact No.9938347678 


ICRR, Sundargarh, Near Old Bus Stand 
Contact No.9776109772 


a) DIPRO Office, Rourkela, Hockey 
Chowk, Panposh 

b) City Library, Municipal Corporation, 
Rourkela 
Contact No. 8895552874 


Jayadev Bhawan, State Information Centre 
Contact No. 7064673438 
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75" YEAR CELEI 


A commemorative postage stamp being released by Hon'ble President 
of India Smt. Droupadi Murmu in the august presence of 
Hon’ble Governor Prof. Ganeshi Lal, Hon’ble Chief Justice of 
Orissa High Court Dr. S. Muralidhar and Minister, Law 
Shri Jagannath Saraka on the occasion of valedictory ceremony of the 
75th year celebration of the High Court of Orissa. 

SCB Medical College & Hospital Cuttack, Odisha 
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Hon’ble President of India Smt. Droupadi Murmu, Hon’ble Governor 
Prof. Ganeshi Lal, Minister, Health & Family Welfare 
Shri Niranjan Pujari attending the Annual Function of SCB Medical 
College & Hospital, Cuttack. 
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Hon’ble Union Minister Shri Amit Shah and Hon’ble Chief Minister 
Shri Naveen Patnaik inaugurating the 4 laning of Kamakhyanagar- 
Duburi Section of N.H.-53. Hon’ble Union Minister 
Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, Minister, Steel & Mines Shri Prafulla 
Kumar Mallick and other dignitaries are present during the occasion. 
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Velcome you to the 


Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik launching pioneering 
e-Audio guided tour at Crafts Museum at Kalabhumi, Bhubaneswar. 
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Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik handing over Appointment 
Letters to newly appointed doctors at Bhubaneswar. 
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HERO INTERCONTINENTAL CUP 202 ky 
Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik giving away 


“Hero Intercontinental Cup-2023” to the Champion India Team 
at Kalinga Stadium. 


(III) 


Sadhus and followers of Mahima Dharma expressing their 
gratitude towards Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik for 


transformation of Mahima Joranda Peetha, Dhenkanal. 
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occasion of Shraddhotsav of Late Naba Krushna Choudhury. 


(IV) 


Hon'ble Governor Prof. Ganes award winning athletes 
from Odisha participating in Special Olympics World Summer Games 
2023 held at Berlin,Germany at Raj Bhavan. Editor, Utkal Prasanga 


and Odisha Review Kasturi Mohapatra is present during the occasion. 
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Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik laying the Foundation Stone 
for Corporate office building of Odisha State Warehousing 
Corporation(OSWC) at Cuttack Road, Bhubaneswar. Minister, Food 
Supplies and Consumer Welfare Shri Atanu Sabyasachi Nayak and 
other dignitaries are present during the occasion. 
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Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik launching “AMA 
POKHARI”, Urban Waterbody Rejuvenation Initiative at Convention 
Centre, Lokaseva Bhavan, Bhubaneswar. 
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Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik inaugurating Gymnastics 
High Performance Centre Building at Kalinga Stadium, Bhubaneswar. 
Minister, Sports & Youth Services Shri Tusharkanti Behera and 
other dignitaries are present during the occasion. 
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Minister, Information Technology Shri Tusharkanti Behera, 
Development Commissioner-cum-Additional Chief Secretary, 
Smt. Anu Garg, 5T Secretary Shri V.K. Pandian and other dignitaries 


during the Investors’ Meet on IT and Semicon in 
Silicon Valley, USA. 
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Odisha delegation's Round Table meeting with Tech influencers 
and CEOs of Silicon Valley regarding investment in Odisha. 
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Minister, Steel & Mines Shri Prafulla Kumar Mallick handing over a 
cheque of Rs.1420 crore as dividend of OMC to Hon’ble Chief Minister 
Shri Naveen Patnaik at Naveen Nivas. 
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Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik felicitating IAS Officer 
Trainees of 2021 batch of Odisha Cadre at Naveen Nivas. 
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Hon'ble Governor Prof. Ganeshi Lal felicitating eminent social worker Padmashree 
Tulasi Munda during the event ‘Times Power Women, Odisha 2023’ organised by 


The Times of India at Bhubaneswar. 
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Hon'ble Governor Prof. Ganeshi Lal gracing the 6th and 7th Annual Convocation of 
Indian Institute of Management, Sambalpur. 


Hon'ble Governor Prof. Ganeshi Lal and Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik 
receiving Hon'ble President of India Smt. Droupadi Murmu on her arrival 
at Biju Patnaik International Airport. 


Special issues of Utkal Prasanga and Odisha Review being released by 
Hon'ble Governor Prof. Ganeshi Lal, Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik, 
Hon'ble Chief Justice of High Court of Orissa Dr. S. Muralidhar and Minister, 
Information and Public Relations Shri Pradip Kumar Amat. 

Editor of the Magazines Kasturi Mohapatra is present during the occasion. 
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